rtickrist-Dattal: Soma notes on the Christian and Islamic "Antichrist®
t aditions and their Baka'l interpretation, Petf.e.

Magsianic ard eschatolopical expectations lie at the heart of &ECI plety
and were,around the middle of the 19th century,of some importance to the adh-
—erants of the ShaykhI school of Ithnd Casharl ("Twelver") Shi’l Islam in
which the BabY and Baha'l religions have their roots. The demythologization
and interpretation of eschatological prophecies and traditions 1s thus,in the
light of the attezpt to show that they have been or will shortly be fulfilled,
one of the central features of a not inconsiderable number of the writings of
Sizzid AT Muhamad, the By (1819-1850), Mrza Husayn CALI, Baha'u'll3h(1817-
1892) and ©fbbas Effendi, SAbdutl-Baha (18&1.—19213. The Bab commented at length
in certain of his major works and letters ("Tablets") on the Qur'anic and
traditional raterials that detail the signs surrounding the advent of the QGatin
or MahdT ( whom he eventually openly claimed to be ) and the onset of the Day of
Resurrection and Judgerent.Not only did Baha'u'llah and Abdufl-Bahd make freq~
—uent reference or allusion to eschatologically oriented Islamic materials but
also claimed to have "unsealed” the secrets of a fairly large rnumber of Biblical
texts of prophetic import.

To date very little attention has been paid by students of the BabI-Baha'l
religions to the way in which eschatological prophecies have been interpreted
or to the influence pre-8abl millenial expectations had upon BabI-Baha'l
historiography~or even,we might add,the early career of the Bab and the actions
of the Babis.The extent to which many Baha'l writings contain quotations from or
allusions to the Bible,Qur'an and traditions( ahad‘{th) intended to underline
treir eschatological fulfillment on the "Day of God" remains for the most part
unrecognised.

It is the purpose of this essay to set down some preliminary notes on
certain aspects of the background to and Bana'l interpretation of the Antichrisb-

Daital traditions in Christianity and Islam.Interest will at times be focused on

the physiognonic descriptions of the Antichrist/Daiial or the belief that the Evil

One of the Mast hour" will have an eye or eyes of a peculiar or deformed nature.
Tris inascuch as the latter physiognomic motif- in connection with the Antichrist/
Dai*3l has been thought to have been fulfilled or realized by various B3bI-Baha'l
“writers in terms of the physical characteristics of a few anti-BabI/ Baha'l
individuals »most notably, the ShaykhI leader Hajji Mulla Muhammad KarIm Khan-i
Kirzman? (1810-1870).It should not be imagined that this essa},it may be noted at
this point, deals in anything like a comprehensive mamnner with the many often
obscure texts that speak about theAntichrist™ in Jewish,Christian or Islamic
eschatology.

The term Antickrist( ’AVfl;(/""fos ) is derived from the Johannine Epistles

of the New Testanent where the word occurs five times (see below).It has teen
usefully defined as signifying, " a mythical demoniac or demoniac-human adversary
of Christ who will appear before the second advent as the last oppresscr and pers—
-escutor of the Christians,only in turn to be defeated and overcome by Christ in his
return to earth". 1. Different writers on the subject of the Antichrist have applied
the term to a whole lost of mythic figures and satanic manifestations that have been
thought to exist or are expected to appear in the last days.At times the *Antichrist
idea’,as it occurs in a plethora of Jewish,Christian and Islanic writings, has taken
on the meaning implied by such expressions as "mythical beast®, "satanic incarrazion?,
® demoniac ruler", " wicked tyrant®, “eschatological sdversary", "psaulo-Chrigt" ,
manti-Nepadah® , aati-Mahdl" or anti-Q3'im" and the like.Consequertly,though wuch
Christian oriented definitions as the one cited abovs are useful,it should be recogn-
~ised that i% is virtually impossible to set down a simple definition that is both
accurate and expressive of the bewildering variety of meaning that the 'Antichrist
idea' has acquired down the centuries.

It is generally acknowledged today that the origins of the Christian concept of
the Antichrist are obscure.,While many would agree that the Antichrist idea "repres—
~ents a Christian variant on the eschatological opponent of God in Apocalyptic® 2.

' different scholars have stressed the importance of a variety of Bibical and extra-

Biblical texts and legends that they belleve constitute its background or led to

its emergencs, Bsbylonian -chaos and similar myths and Iranian-Zoroastrian dualisa
demonology and eschatology are frequently recognised as important influences that led,
through Jewish apocalyptic, to the emergence of the Christian idea of the Antichrist
which is almost certainly pre-Christian,or,as D.S.Russell puts it, "Though the actual
term first appears in Christian writings,the idea is very much earlier and probably
reflects d well-established and fully developed legend familiar to the writers of

" the apocalyptic books." 3°

Within the 01d Testsment itself a variety of prototypes,antecedents or models
for the Christian concept of the Antichrist have baen identified.The account of
Gog and Magog ( or Gog of Magog) in Ezekiel chapters 38-39 is of considerable
importance in this connection as are those chapters in the book of Job that
describe Behemoth and Lezvv‘iathmu(-lob 40-41 ).Various passages in the book of the
prophet Zechariah ( especially chapters 12-14),among a variety of other 0ld Test-
-gament pericopae, have been singled out as being of some importance,Particularly
influential though,in respect to the emergence of the Christian Antichrist idea was

_ the book of Daniel which has been thought to contain the ¥ earliest reference to this

4doa of Antichrist in the apocalyptic writings®.
Four " beasts" are mentioned in Daniel chapter 7 the last of which has a "little
horn".It blasphemes sgainst the Most High(Cod ) and is to make war against the
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sairts only to have its dominion taken away and be slain.In Daniel chapter 8

we read that out of the four horns of the "he-poat" a"little horn" emerged

which W grew crent even to the host of heaven" and magnified itself ™ even up

to the prince of the host™ The sanctuary and the host are to be trampled under-

~foot for 2,300"evenings and morninps™ for the "little horn" is to destroy many;

even rising up against the "prince of princes”.Further cryptic details are given

in the 9th chapter of the book of the prophet Daniel where we are informed that

the Jewish daily sacrifice and offering are to cease for half a week and that upon

" ke wing of abomination shall come one who makes desolateM.Again,chapters 11-12

of the saze book may be seen to contain what appears to be a lengthy prophecy reg-

—arding a "king of ths rorth™ who will oppress Judea,take away the daily sacrifice,
" and set up the Mahomination that makes desolate.

Certain of these‘prophecies’have been thought ( they cannot be commented on in
detail here) to 'predict? or be modelled upon the anti-Jewish activities of the
Syrian ruler Antiochus Epiphanes IV ( died.c.164.B.C.).He became,at least for
a nuzber of the Church Fathers, a prototype of the Antichrist,though he is not
identified as such in the book of Daniel itself which,in fact,neither explicitly
speaks of a Messiah or, consequently,an anti-Messiah or "Antichrist", 5 *Like
Antiochus other rulers who were the object of Jewish hatred such as the Roman
general Pompey ( possibly described as a "dragon" in the Psalms of Solomonf 2:

29 ])and Herod the Great (cf. The Assutption of Moses 8:1ff)seem to have assum-
~ed,for various apocalypticists,the "Antichrist" type role during the golden age
of Jewish spocalyptic (loosely speaking between 200.B.C. and 100.A.D.).Indeed,the
Jewish eschatologi.cal notion that evil would rise to its peak before the inbreak-
-ing of a new order and that a wicked tyrant would appear in the latter days
undoubtedly contributed to the emergence of the Christian Antichrist idea.

Certain Jewish and Jewish-Christian texts make mention of the figure Belial/ .
Beliar who is the satanic arch-enemy of God as Angra-Mainyu (= Ahriman) is the
enexy or antagonist of Ahura Mazda and his angels in the Zoroastrian writings.

In one or two of the Testaments of the Twelve Patriachs (c. 100,B.C.? but
subsequently reworked ) it is predicted that God's Messiah will wage war against
the evil Beliar, rescue those whom he has ensnared, and cast him into everlasting
‘fire.Beliar is also mentioned in the Sibylline Oracles. In Bk.III,which is probably
Jewish and was perhaps written around 150.B.C,, it is stated that Beliar is to come
from the Sebastenes (= of the stock of Samaria ?) and deceive many until Cod shall
destroy him by folding up the cosmos during a terrible fiery catastrorhe.In the
(uzran War of the Sons of Light with the Sons of Darkness (1QM) Belial is the leader
of the eschatological hosts of evil, the ™sons of darkness" who are to be destroyed
by the angelic Guardian of Israel (= Michasl ?) and the pious "sons of 1light".Theso
and other similar passages in Jewish apocalyptic writings havs also been thought

by many modern Biblical scholars to have contributed to the Antichrist idea,
As previously indicated the New Testament does not directly furnish us with
any evidence that Jesus himself spoke of the ccming of the Antichrist.According
to Mark's Gospel he did however speak of the coming of false Christs (yeuv8d-
=)§ftevs) and falge prophets (yeuaor/qu’m )( refer Mk 13:6,22 + parallels)and ,
referring back to Daniel ( 9:27,12:11 ),make mention of the coming " desolating
sacrilege" (7o B3Auym 775 epypeomis= the ™ abomination of cesolation®; in the
Creek the construction is masculine, refer Mk 13:14 / Matt 24:15, cf.Lk 21:20 ).
The "Little Apocalypse™ ( Mk 13 ) ,it has been asserted,unmistakably sketches the
® outlines of the Antichrist®. 7. The story of Jesus! temptation ( Mk 4:1-11 +
parallels) and Jn 5:54, " I(Jesus) have come in my Father's name,and you do not
receive me; if another coms in his own name ( = Antichrist ? ), hin you will
receive", ‘hnvo been interpreted in & similar light, 8
The possibly deutero-Pauline letter II Thessslonians contains within its second
chapter (especially verses 3-11) what is perhaps " the earliest Christian belief
in an antichrist combined with a pseudo-Christ." Ca good many features of the
Patristic and later expositions of the career of the Antichrist are rooted in II
Thess, 2: 3-12. where we read,

"
Let no one deceive you in any way;for that day will not come unless the

rebellian comes first,and the man of lawlesaness{ sin ] is revealed,the
son of perdition,who opposes and exalts himselfl arainst every so-called
god or object of worship,so that he takes his scat in the temple of God,
proclaiming himself to be Cod. Do you not remember that when I was still
with you I told you this? And you know what is restraining him now so
that he may be revealed in his time.For the nystery of lawlessness is
already at work; only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out
of the way. And the the lnwless one will be revealed,and the Lord Jesus
will slay him with the breath of his mouth and destroy him by hLis appe-
-aring and his coming.The coming of the lawless ona by the activity of
Satan will be with all power and with pretenied signs and wonders,and
with all wicked deception for those who are to perish,because they refus-
-ed to love the truth and so be saved.Therefore God sends upon them a
strong delusion,to make then believe what is false,so that all may be
condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteous-
-ness,"

For detailed expositions of this passage reference should be made to the comment-
~aries.It may be noted however, that we learn from it that Christ's second coming
1s to be preceeded by (1) a "falling away" ( 7 awosricea ) followed by (2)
the revealing of the " man of lawlessness| sin]® ( ‘o &vfpwwes s apap ras ),
the ™ son of perdition® ( 0 vids Ts ’dywNeia$ ) who exalts hizself to -the
status of Godhead and as such sits in the " temple of God" having the power to work
deceptive miracles,This evil figure is to be destroyed by the returning Jesus,by
the ® breath of his mouth® ( see Isaiszh 1l:4 + Targum ).What prevents the appearence




. . 18.

of the "Son of Perdition™ is referred to as impersona.l power, "that which
resiraing” (= 75'&’0?/’"[ neuter],v.6 ) and then as a perscn, "he who now
restrains® (= o ‘ury\’w[ mase, ],v.7 ).No agreement as to the meaning of
these exgressions has been reached by modern Biblical scholars.Tertullian
and many subsequent fathers and commentators connected the restraining power
or person with the Imperium Romanum or with one of the Roman Emperors though
this interpretation is widely questioned today.The reference in II Thess. 2:4
to the desecration of the Temple may reflect the activities of the abovement-
~iored Antiochus Epiphanee who set up a statue of Zeus in the Jewish Temple
in Jerusalea or the pretensions of Caligulas (or Nero if this part of II Thess.
is pseudo-Pauline ?).

A bewildering variety of expressions of the “Antichrist" have been found
in the cancnical Apocalypse, the Book of Revelation (¢.96.A.D.? but very likely
cortaining earlier reworked Jewish/Jewish-Christian apocalyptic materials)
attributed to John of Patmos.It has been written that " the predictions of the
Ravelation of John borrow their fundamental tone from the fancies regarding the
Antichrist”, n. The following is a summary of those images and figures mentioned
in the Apocalypse that have a bearing on our theme-:

1) The beast that ascends from the bottomless pit (Rev 11:7ff) which
is to make war on the "two witnesses" who have the power to prophesy
for 1,260 days and kill them(12:3,7-8ff),

2) The creat red dragon or Satan,the Devil,"that anciemt serpent"(Rev 12:3ff).
This demoniac figure is pictured as having " gseven heads and ten horns
nd seven diadems upon his heads".It will persecute the "woman clothed
in the sun" and attempt to devour her ™ male child..who is to rule all '
rztions with a rod of iron".Michael and his angels will fight against this
ranifestation of the Evil One,the " deceiver of the whole world",and cast
it down from heaven.On the earth and in a state of anger the "great red
draren" will make war on the rest of the offspri;:g of the "woman clothed
in the sun".

3) The teast which rises out of the sea (Rev 13:1ff) which has ™ten horns and
seven heads,with ten diadems upon its horns and a blasphemous name upon its
heads.” This beast takes over the power of the "great red drapon*(2) and sits
on its throne though it has a"mortal wound" on one of its heads.Its wousd
however will be healed and the whole earth is to follow it imagining that it
is indestructible.It does in fact exercise authority for 42 months(=l,260
days ) making war on and even defeating the saints.
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l.) The beast vhich rises out of the earth(Rev 13:11ff) which has “two horns

like a lamb", speaks "like a dragon" and exercises all the authority of

the beast which arose out of the sea( 3) forcing people to worship it

by working great "signs" and deceiving many.This beast promotes the worship
of the "image" of the beast which rose out of the sea (3) and prevents all

" who do not bear the mark of the beast from buying and selling.Its nurber is

666 which is a "human number®,

5) The _ scarlet beagt full of blasphemous names on which Babylon the great

harlot is seated(Rev 17: 3ff) and which has "seven heads and ten horns".

The significance of this terrible creature is explained to the seer of
Patmos.Tt both " was and is not" and is to Mascend from tHe bottomless pit
and go to perdition".Its seven heads are *'seven hills" and/or "seven kings"
( 5 past, 1 present,l to come) while its "ten horns" are " ten kings who
have not yet received royal power,but they are to receive authority as kings
for one hour,together with the beast". The women who has "Babylon tha great,

mother of harlots and of earth's abominations" written on her forehead "is

the great city which has dominion over the kings of the earth."

Further complicating the above picture it should be noted that Rev 19:19f
mentions yet another(? or beast No 4 again) beast and its"falce prophet®,
After attempting to defeat the "Word of God" who sits on a "white horse®
with the aid of " the kings of the earth and their armies" these two are
to be ™ thrown alive into the lake of ifire that burns with brinstone™.
Finally Rev 20:1ff informs us that the Dragon or Satan (=No 2?) is to be
bound by an angel for 1,000 years after which he is to emerge from the
"oottomless pit" for " a little while" .He,along with Gog and Magog,will

surround the "camp of the saints end the beloved city" only to be consum-
~ed by heavenly fire and made to join the beast and the false prophet in
the lake of " fire and brimstone".

This highly complex apocalyptic imagery contributed a great deal to subseq-

«uent Christian { and to some extent Islamic) Antichrist speculation.Modera
exegetes using historico-critical tools,despite the fact that much in the
Apocalypse remains obscure,find reflections of the (proto~)Antichrist myth

in the Revelation of John.Though M.Rist for exmmple,thinks that the beast of
Rev 11 (= No 1) is " not an antichrist" 12. 1o does concede that the "class-

~ical antichrist tradition" is reflected in Rev chapters 13 ,16:12-16,17 and

19:19-21,For most modern Biblical scholars the Beast/Antichrist symbology in .

" the Apocalypse constitutes a kind of apocalyptic poleaic against the Roman

Empire with its pagan rites and Emperor worship.Behind the imagery surrcund-
-ing the beast with the healed wound{=lio 3)the Nero redivivus lerend can tg'enj

discerned and the name Nero Ceasar written in Hebrew/Arauaic characters(
D ; N=50,R=200, 101=6,N=50+=100+5=60,R=200) has a genatric value of

662'1’119 ngoarlet beast® of Rev 17(slo5)has similarly been identified with Rowme.




Shortly after the death of Mero {c.68,A.D.) the legend arose that ho was not
dead but alive soon to return with a Parthian army in order to take vengence
uzsn Rome (ne had friendly relations with the Parthians).This idea, the Nerg
reiiivys legend which is echoed in the ShI°T notion of the Moccultation'
(ghayba ) and eschatological reappearence of various Im¥ns and Messianic
pretenders,persisted to the end of the 1st century A.D. and beyond.It colour-
~ed,as indicated below, Jewish eschatological speculation ( refer, Sibylline
Oracles Bk.IV.lJ9-39.c.EO.A.D.?,Bk.V.28f£,361—70,c.,120.A.D.? Jand had some
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icpact on Christian traditfons about the Antichrist Of particlar interest in
this ccnnection is the following passage from the pseudepigraphical work known
29 the Ascension of Isaiah or, more explicitly,part of the go-called Testament
of Fezaziah (= Asc,Isa. 3:13-4:18. lst-2nd centuries A.D.)in which Belisr the
Evil One appears as Mero the"lawless king ™ who slew his mother Agrippina in
c. 59.4.D.; ’

® And now Hezekiah and Josab{ Josiah] my son,these are the days of. the
cocpletion of the world.After it is conswmated ,Beliar the great ruler,
the king of this world,will descend,who hath ruled it since it came into
being; yea he will descend from his firmament in the likeness of a man,
2 lasless k¥ing the slaver of his mother: who himself(evon) this king will
persacute the piant which the Twelve Apostles of the Beloved have planted.
Of the Twelve one will be delivered into his hands [= Peter ? who accord-
~ing to tradition was martyred in the Neraian persecution of 64-65.A.D.).
Thnis ruler in the form of that king will come and there will come with him
all the powers of this world,and they will harken unto him in all that he
desireth.And at his word the sun will rise at night and he will make the
mcon to appear at the sixth hour.And all that he hath desired he will do
in the werld: he will do and speak like the Beloved and he vill say:"Iam
Ced and before me there hath been none." And all the people in the world
will believe in him.And they will sacrifice to him and they will serve
him saying: "This is Cod and beside him there is no other."And the greater
nuzber of those who shall have been associated together in order to receive
the Beloved,he will turn aside after him.And there will be the power of his
miracles in every city and region.And he will set up his image before him
in every city.And he shall bear s«ay three years and seven months and twenty
-seven days {—-— 1,335 days, refer Daniel 12:12 ).,And after ( one thousand)
thres hundred and thirty-two [ read, 1335 7] days the Lord will ccme with
his angels..and he will drag Beliar into Gehenna and also his amies.™

(Asc.Isa. L:l-1), 2°

Here the figure of Boliar/Nero is portraysd as both a pseudo-Christ and an
Antichrist claiming, like Nebuchadnezzar (Judith 3:8,6:12),Antiochus Epiphanes
IV (Daniel 11:36f) ,Pompay (? Ps.S01.2:28) and Caligula (Philo of Alexandris,
Legat.22,74-80,93-7) to be Divino.cf, also Ezekiel 28 and Isaish L. 10 simirap
jdeas are reflected in the "Song of the Two peoples™ of the probably 3rd century
Latin poot Com=odian (£1.¢.250-450.4.D.2) who taught that there would be two
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Antichrists, Ya revived Nero in the West who would be killed by the final
Antichrist arising from Persia and ruling over the Jews™ ,17' and in the
writings of a number of the Church Fathers, e,

We may now quote and comment on the first and second Johannine Epistles
{written c. 100.A.D.? ) where the earliest Christian use of the term Anti-
«christ occurs.

# Children,it is the last hour; and as you have heard that antichrist
is coming,so now many antichrists have ccme;therefore we know that
it is the last hour,.Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus
is the Christ? This is tho antichrist,he who denies the Father and
the Son.. Beloved do not believe every spirit ( Vegfan) but test
the spirits to ses whether they are of God;for many false prochets
(yevSempo@dirac  )have gone out into the world.By this ycu know
the Bpirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Chriat
has come in the flesh(iveapal ) is of Cod,and every spirit which
does*not confess Jesus 1s not of God.This is the spirit of the

antichrist of which you have heard that
it wa; coming, and now it is in the world elready."(lJn 2:18,23;
'031"3 .

® For many deceivers have gone out into the world,men who will not
acknowledge the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh; such an one
is the decciver( ‘o wAdves ) and the entichrist,™(2 Jn 2:7 ).
1 Jn seems to have been born out of a dialogus batween the author's
Christocentric and moralistic interpretation of what being a true disciple
of Jesus: Christ entails and the elitist proto-gnostic orientation of pot-
—entisl and/or actual schismatics within a community over which the author
exercised or commanded some suthority.It is sssentially anti-docetic and anti-
elitist.The docetic heretics are labelled antichrists .The idea of the eschat-
-ological appearence of the Antichrist is demythologized or realized and the
jmninent return of Christ ( which the docetists can hardly have awaited since
they appear,in their pneumatic transcendentalism,to have negated the soteriol-
~ogical efficacy of the person of Jesps) is affirmed in the hope of terrifying
the Mlittle children® into a less radical but still proto-gnostic "orthodoxy".
The same concern it appears,lies behind 2 Jn which is addressed by an unknown
elder to & community referred to as "the elect lady™( v.l. ).

Richard K.Emmerson in his Antichrist in the Middle Ages writes on the later
influence of the texts from the Johannine Epistles quoted above, " These..texts
form the basis for the medieval understanding of Antichrist.They establish imp-
—ortant featurss of the Antichrist tradition by associating Antichrist with the
last days and the tims of the end..by describing the contemporary appearance of

.
¢




many Antickrists,and by identifying Antichrist with those who deny Christ

and with other heretics.® 19.

In 8 library of a monastery in Constantinople in 1873 a volume was discovered
containing & work known as Tha Teaching of the lord to the Centiles,through

the Twelve Arcstles or more conveniently, the Didache (= the Teaching ).It is
probably ths product of & Syrian ( or Egyptian?) Christian community being a
kind of "Church Manual™ written ( most probably) between ¢.90 and 110.A.D.The
last chapter of this manual exkorts the faithful to watchfulness and refers to
the Antichrist as the "Decaiver of the World"™:

"In the last davs of the world false prophets ard deceivers will abound..
Then the Daceiver of the Vorld will show himself,pretending to be a Son
of Cod and doing signs and wendors,and the earth will be delivered into
his hands,and he will work such wickedness as there has never been since
ths beginning.After that 2ll humankind will come up for the fiery tdal,,
And then the signs of the truth will appear..And then the whole world will
see the Lord as he comes riding on the clouds of Heaven,” 20,

The so-called Epistle of Barnsbas,which s fawof the Church Fathers regarded as
inspired and which was written sometime between 70 and 130 A.D. ,appears to refer
to the Antichrist as the ™ last great Hindrance of all", This evil power is, -
furthermore, related to the ™ fourth beast™ of Daniel 7 thus in all lildihood
alluding to the Roman Empire as the " fourth kingdom™ and that of the Antichrist
( refer Barnabas 4:1ff ), Polycarp of Smyrna (c.70~c.155.A.D.?) in his Epistle
to the Philirians (7:1ff),like the author of 1 Jn, identifies the Antichrist(s)
with those who deny the incarnation of Jesus:

® To deny that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is to be Antichrist.
To ccntradict the evidence of the Cross is to be of the devil.And to
pervert the Lord's words to suit their own wishes,by asserting that
there are no such things as resurrection and judgement,is to bs a

firct-begotton son of Satan.So let us have no moré of this nonsense
frcm thre gutter,ard these lying decctrines,and turn back again to the
Word originally delivered to us." <.

The foremcst Christian apologist of the second century, Justin Martyr (c.
100~ ¢,165.A.D.),believed that the ™ tire,two times and a half of time"(Dan
12:7) were were running on to their consummation and that the Antichrist or

- "Man of Sin®™ was already,as it were ,"8t_the door".He is to be preceeded by
false prophets who speak in the name of Christ ard appear with the ™ whole
panoply of diabolic power™, 22 Irenaeus (c.130-c.202), one time bishop of
Lyons(France),in his The Unmasking and Refutation of False Cnosis Bk, v.

gives a fairly detailed account of the caresr of the Antichrist.The Antichrist
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is identified with the "Man of Sin®" (2 Thess 2:3 ),various Measta" mentioned
in the Apocalypse of John, the "little horn" of Daniel (8:9),and is associated
with the "gbomination of desolation" (Dan 9:27,12:11;Mk 13:14+ parallels ).
666,the enigmatic number of the "beast™ in Rev 13: 18,is given some interest-
-ing interpretations by Irenaeus who regarded it as expressing the recapitul-
~ation of all apostasy in the Beast-Antichrist figure.Ths number is ,in cryptic
symbolic fashion, related to the age of Noah when he entered the Ark ( 600) and
the dimensions of Nebuchadnezzar's golden image ( £0X6 cubits,refer Dan 2:3ff).
By gematria the number was . made to yleld (1) Evanthags,(2) Lateinos and (3)
Teitan.Of these three possibilitios Irenacus regarded the second as a quits
probable solution since,signifying the Roman Empire,it coineides with the nare
of the "fourth kinpdom™ seen by Daniel.He himself preferred however,the third
possibility,namely Teitan ,in part because it is a human name belonging to

a tyrant (Adv,Haer.V.30),Whatever may prove to be the name of the Antichrist he
is to establish himself in Jerusalem and reign for 31/2 years.As intimated in
Jeremiah 8:16 and in the light of the absence of the tribe of Dan among the -
tribes listed in Rev 7:5f,the Antichrist is to be of Jewish Danite stock.This
association of the Antichrist with the tribe of Dan appears to have its origin
in Judaism ( refer,Tegt, XII.Pat. Tost.Dan 5-7 where the prince of the tribe of
Dan is identified with Satan/Beliar,ete, cf.also Jud.18:30,1 Kings 12:29).1t

is & notion that was repeated by many of the Church Fathers who found OT warrant
for it g ( among other texts) Gen..9:17,Deut.33:22 and ( as mentioned) Jer.
8:16 ., “°

Tertullian of Carthage (c.160-c.220.A.D.) it has been said, " added a new
dimension to patristic thought when he applied the term antichrist to any heretic
or rebell against Christ ( Adv.Marcion 5.16; De Praescr.Haer.4...)" 2. though
he did distinguish these Mantichrists" from the eschatological Antichrist,Like
Irenasus he identified the Antichrist with the "Man of Sin™ and the "Reast (s}
of the Apocalypss (ibid) He is to appear just befors the resurrection,persecute
the church and precipitate the emergence of a second company cf maytyrs.(0n
the Resurrection 25f;Scorpiace 12 ).Hippolytus of Rome (d.c.235.A.D.) cozposed a
a fairly lengthy Treatise on Christ and Antichrist addressed to a certain Theo-
"~philus.This treatise,which was written around 200,A.D., constitutes ™ the most
complete summary of early patristic tradition on the final eneny of man," 28
In it the representation of Antichrist as a pseudo-Christ is dealt with in detail,
"For the deceiver seeks to liken himself in all things to the Son of God"™( Ch.é).
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24.

As the satanic image or counterpart of Chri.st the Antichrist is to be a
circuncised Jew who builds a temple in Jerusalem; a "“wolf in sheep's cloth-
-ing" wro sends out false apostles among the nations.He is to come from the
tribe of Dan as Christ came from the tribe of Judah- Hippolytus quotes Deut.
33:22 and Gen.49:7 (cf. above) in this connection and goes on to apply other
" OT texts to the Antichrist (e.g. Isa.10:12-17,1}:4-21,Ezek. 28:2~10),The imagery
in Daniel chapters 2 and 7 has a mystical meaning and is prophetic( Ch.23 ).
Tre "little horn™ is Antichrist and the "stone™ that smites the earth is Christ,
For Hippolytus the two beasts of Rev.chapter 13 symbolize the Roman Empire and
the kingdom of the Antichrist respectively- the two lamblike horns of the second
beast represent Antichrisi and his false prophet.As regards the number of the
beast,he,like Irenaeus, mentions the words Teitan, Evanthus and Latinus under-
~lining the latter and associating it with tho "power of the Latins", Such are
a few of the details which may be gleaned from Hippolytus! treatise On Christ
and Antichrist. 26

The erudite Origen (c.185-c.254 ) did not,it seems,have a great deal to say
about the Antichrist.He did however, apply the idea to both his own and eschat-
—ological times.The Antichrist is both the wicked king mentioned in Daniel 8:23f
and the Pauline "{an of Sin™ (II Thess 2:3 )as well as any heresy or falsity
professing to belong to Christ (Apainst Celsus VI.ALf,Comm.ger 33,42ff).Cyprian
(c.200-c.258 ) held similar views.He made a list of heretics and schismatics whom
he believed to be antichrigts at the same time holding the view that Antiochus
EpiphanesIV was a type of the Antichrist still to come (Ep 69.5;70.3.,Treatise

addressed to Fortunatus,1l ).

The subject ofthe Antichrist and related questions are dealt with by Victore '
-inus bishop of Pettau (d.c.304.A.D. ) in his extant "Commentary on the Apocale
-3rse.The many details given in this commentary cannot be set down though it
may be noted that he saw in the 'black horse" of Rev.6:6 a sign of the famine
to come during the days of the Antichrist when all shall suffer or be injured.
The " anrel..with the seal of the living God"(Rev 7:2 )is none other than Elijah
the precursor of the Antichrist.In fact,it may be added here,many of the Church
Fathers neld the belief that Enoch and Elias,the ™wo witnesses"(Rev 11:3ff ef.

. Gen 5:21,,2Kings 2:11,Mal 4:5 ),are to return in the last days and preach against
the Antichrist for 31/2 years or 1,260 days.They are to suqeed in converting some
Jews and fres scme souls from the evil of the Antichwist( cf.2Z0ch,12:10,Rev, 12:6)
but are to be killed by the Wicked One{Rev 11:7) only to receive their place among
the saints in heaven(Rev ll:ll-lz).z" For Victorinus the "two witnesses" are
to preach for 3t/2 ( literal ) years after which, but before the onset of the

"last time", the Kingdom of the Antichrist is to be set up for 31/2 (litersl)
years.As regards the identity of the Antichrist,he is the "beasiMof Rev 11:11f
and was awong the Ceasars.He will spring from the Mgreat red drarcn"mentiored in
Rev 11:3f which is Rome: " Hisseven heads were the seven kings of the Romans,
of whom also is antichrist.™ (XII.3 ).The first "beast™ mentioned in Rev.l3 is
the kingdom that will exist in the tims of the Antichrist.By gematria 666 is
once again made to yield the number of the Antichrist,Teitan and Antezos are
two possibilities but the Latin antiphrass DICLUX stands for the Antichriet.za'

Lactantius (c,259-330.A.D.)in his doctrinal treatise the Divine Institutes
( written c.310.A.D.) chapters 14~2, summarized his views sbout the ages of the
world,the defeat of two gntichrists and the coming of the l;ilhniu.l kingdon
as did Cyril of Jerusalem(c.315-c,386)in his XVth Catechetical Lecture.Cyril
taught that,

" At a moment when the Chruch and state are raralyssd by disunity,.Antie
~christ will first restore unity to the state.Then he will attach all
Jewry to his person,and in that he will be accepted as Messiah.Having
obtained such an ascendency as no previous emperor ever had,he will
reveal himself in his true colours,and the Church will undergo its
final trial till rescued by the second coming of the Saviour." 29.

Hilary of Poitiers( ¢.300-c.368) was apparently the first of the fathers
to link the corrupt Christian priesthood with the Imtichrist.ao‘ While Ambrose
of Milan(c.340-c.397) repeated many of the views regarding the Antichrist noted
below ( such as his coming from the tribe of Dan )he,in the course of commenting
on Luke 21:20, spoke of three Antichrists-: (1) The coming "™an of Sin" who will
sit in the Jewish Temple, (2) The author of the latter's evil,the Devil,and (3)
Arius or Sabellius and their like who endoavour to mislead the {aithful through
the erronsous interpretation of Scripture. 3L .

A number of Homilies on the Antichrist have been attributed to the great, Syrian
exegete Ephraem Syrus (¢,306-373.A.D.) . The authenticity and dating of apocalyptie
Sermons handed down under his name in Syriac,Greck,Latin and other languages is a
matter of considerable acholarly dobate.32' He Appears to have been particularely
anxious about the imminent appearence of ‘the Kntlehrtat. and to have expected the
breakup of the Roman Empire to be & prelude to the emergence of the "Man of Sin%,
The beginning of the barbarian migrations and the"™invasion of the eastward
regions of the Roman Empire by the Huns (= Gog and Magog)™ provide the historical
events round which,in part,{pseudo-] Bphraim's eachatological speculations
revolve.33 It must suffice here to note that the Antichrist predictions conilined
in the Homilies and Sermons attributed to Ephmem found their way ( being somewhat
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zcdified) into traditions( ahadTth) sttributed to Muhammad and the Imams and

the writings of Islaxic apoc.:alypticists and theolog.:\ans (i.e. the notion that
the Antichrist/Dai'il would appear in Khurdsdn ,Epkrem’s Choras(en)‘o; see below)
and to quote from a pseoudo-Ephraemic(in part?) WSermon on the End of the

World™:

® When the Rozan Empire begins to be consumed by the sword,the coming
of the Evil one is at hand.It is necessary that the world come to an
end at the completicn of the Roman Empire.In those days two brothers
[ Valertinian {364-375) and Valens (364-378)?] will come to the Roman
ezpire who will rule with one mind; but because one will surpass the
other,there will be a schism between them.And so the Adversary will
be loosed and will stir up hatred between the Persian and the Roman
enpires.In those days many people will rise up against Rome; the
Jewish people will be her adversaries..m 3k
Sulpicus Severus {c.353~-c.420) ,the friend and biographer of Martin of Tours,
the Fatrer of Western Monasticism, attributes to his saintly master(d.c.397)
sode interesting speculations regarding the Antichrist.In his Dialopues (1.41)
we are led to understand that there will be two Antichrists, (1) Nero *who
will rule the western region after subduing ten kings" and force the worship
of pazan idols upon the people and(2) the Antichrist proper who,after soizing
the Eastern (Rozan) Empire will make Jerusalem the capital of his kingdom.The
Antichrist furthermore,will set himself up as the Anointed One (Messiah) and
persecute in the sense of compelling people to deny that Christ is God and
foreing them to be circumcised in accordance with the Jewish Law.In blasphem-
~ous parallel to the conception of Christ the Antichrist will be ™conceived
by an evil spirit" and be destroyed by Christ at his gecond coming.Indeed,
St.Martin actually seems to have believed that the Antichrist was a child

already born who would seize the empire when he comes of age. 35.

Jeroms ( 3L7-L20) regarded the "most wicked™ Antiochus Epiphanes as a type
of the Antichrist and thought that Jeremiah 9:14-16 predicted the puni shment
of the Jews for preferring Antichrist to Christ{ D Anti.in Dam{ CCL}75A 91k
In Hier.rrorh.11.78.2 ).He imagined,in the light of the numerous apocalptic
condeznations of the evil Babylon,that,though the Man of Sin is to be born &
Jew, this city would be the birthplace of the Antichrist (De Anti.in Dan 75A
' 918).0n the basis of Luke 10:13,15,it might be noted here,it was also imagined
that the Antichrist would be born in Chorozaim,reared in Bethsaida and rule in
Caperraun( refer, Pseudo-Methodius 14 ). 36 ' .

Such,in brief,are some of the ideas of a few of the more important Church
Fathers with respoct to the Antichrist.The need for brevity and the ccrrlexity
of the subject has made selectivity desirable,The aforementioned patristic
speculations were greatly systematised and elabourated in the Middle Ages and
continued to be influential into the Renalssance and beyond.As is well known,
from the thirteenth century onwards " a radically differcnt view of the
Antichrist developed that identified him with a specific pope or political
figure or with other opponents of the particular writer,heretic or reforxer.® 3.
No attempt will be made here to summarize the countless medieval and later
Christian speculations regarding the Antichrist.We turn now to an examination
of certain apocalyptically oriented expressions of the physiognomic character-
~igtics of the Antichrist in various Christian and other writings.

Physiognomic descriptions of the Antichrist which seem to draw on ancient
Jewish and pagan physiognomic literature and serve the purpose of warning men
by setting down his supposed physical characteristics are to be found in a wide
range of Christian texts( a number of them forming part of the pseudepi graphicq.l
Elijah and Daniel cycles)extant (sometimes fragmentarily and in several recensions)
in a variety of languages (i.e. Latin,Greek,Coptic,Syriac,Ethiopic,Armenian and
Arabic),Not all these texts,a number of which will be set out below,have points of
literary dependence if they have them at all.The portraits of the Antichx:ist found
in Christian texts from perhaps the 3rd century A.D. onwards form the literary topos
which lies behind the traditional Islanic physiognomic descriptions of the Daiial
{ ses further below)just as the views of the Church Fathers about the Antichrist
influenced Islamic literaturos.

The most ancient extant physiognomic description of the Antichrist is
found in the 31d century fragmentary Christian pseudepigraphon the Coptic Elijah
Apocalypss (= 1 Elijah ).Perhaps based on an earlier Jewish work composed in
Egypt in the first century B.C. its detalled 3rd chapter contains legends about
the Antichrist. 8¢ His description is as follows: '

® He is mwhat..ybung,thin—legged,while on the front of his head is & place

(lock) of white hair,.His eyebrows reach even to his ears,whils leprosy
scales are on his hands," 37.

A Similar,though probably unrelated,physiognomic description of the Antichrist,

. again attributed to Elljah,is found in a Greek MS the text of which was first
printed by F.Nau in the Journal Asistique (XI.9(1917),p.k54). %" We learn from
this brief text that the Antichrist is to have a head like a flame of fire,

‘e right-eye mixed with blood or glad (?),double pupils in the left eye,'’" white
oyelids, a large lower 1ip ,a thin right thigh and broad feet.'% :




The docuzent known as the Testament of the lord (3rd-5th cent.AD.?) purports
to give the instructicns of the Risen Christ to his disciples and contains an
epocalyptic discourse (3rd cent.A.D?). In several Syriac and other versions of
this werk— which formed part of the Clementine Octateuch of the Syrian Churchee
wo Jind some interesting physiognomic descriptions of the Antichrist that appear
to be related to the Greek Elijah fragment mentioned above.One Syriac version
(Caxb.Univ.Lib, Cod.Add 2918 ) has been translated by J .P.Arendzen; the section
of interest reads as follows:

" Concerning the Son of Perdition ‘he says: Those are the signs of his
likeress: His head a flame of fire and his right eye mixed with blood
and the left one has two pupils and his eyebrows white and his lower
1ip larger than its fellow and his right thigh small and his feet broad
and his]‘%ittle finger large as a sickle,that is the aickle of devastate
-ion,™ 7.

Physiognomic details supplied by other Syriac MSS and versions may be
tabulated as follows [ v = a physiognomic characteristic mentioned; X =
not mer.ticned].u"

Descrirtion of _Sgiacl‘s‘ ' §zz_-iac“6’ (Latin l‘:; Ethiogig"s'

Antichrist, Test, Dom,a, Test. Dom,b, - Test. Do Test,Dom,
Lod,Irev, in Gal.

Head:a {laze of fire v 14 14 IR 4

R,Eve:mixed with

biced, 14 v 14 14

L . Fre:glad or:
iight blue
{Lt.57e:green ]
Lt.Eve: 2 pupils

Exes: cat-like
(gall-cclour)

Srebrews:white
Erelashes:white
Lewer lip:large
R..Thizh :thin

Rt Foot _&Shins:thin
Feat :broad
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v(larger)
v 14
X 1’4
14 v
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Wa now turn to another series of texts resembling in their physiognomic desecrip-
~tion of the Antichrist those tabulated above,namely the various versions of the so-
~called Tiburtine Sibyl and a few related texts.The original Greek Tiburtine Sibyl(Z)
(whic.hv is lost) was probably composed between c.378-390.A.D. and appears to have been
.partly based on Egyptian apoéalyptic themss (cf. 1 Elijanh quoted above)."q’ It was

Afo

" intended as a response to the military disaster of Adrianople(378) whers

the Emperor Valens had been killed by the Got.hs",m ° was soon translated

into Latin ( W2 which is lost)and survives in several Greek MS8cormposed in
Phoenecia around 500 A.D.{ the so-called Oracle of Baalbeck) as well as

a number of 16th-11th century Latin MSS( Wl etc ). ° 1. None of the surviving
Greek or Latin forms of ths Tiburtine Sibyl contain the physiognomic descripte
-ion of the Antichrist though certain Ethiopic and Arabic texts provide us with
such portraits.These latter texts may again be tabulated: >2°

Description of Ethiopico3® Arabic®®* Garshuni®™ Arabic5®* Aravic 57°

Antichrist, Tib.Sibyl, Sibyl, Sibyl, Tib,Sibyl. Tib.Sibyl.
Head:large v v v v X
Neck:narrow v v thick v v
Hairs: few X X plentiful X
Arms:long 14 14 4 v v
Fingers:short v 4 twisted v 14 !
Eyes: X strong ¢ shining,  1in eyes '
like light stc, light ,etec,
of sun
Rt.Eye: mixed v X X X X
with blood
Lt Eye:glad:
or light blue v X X X
Eyes:other X Rt.eye: 1t.eye: Rt.Eye: X
very blue in it a in it a
in pupil spot, sign.

writing = This ig the false Messish,

In connection with the above (two) tabulations,M.E.Stons and J.Strugnell
in their collection The Books of Elijah Parts 142 ( which I have drawn on in
reproducing the above tabulations )also note the physiognomic descriptions of
the Antichrist contained in the Ethiopic Apocalipse of Baruch ( 5 Baruch, a
medieval reworking of 4 Baruch extant only in Ethiopic) and in a related
“Ethiopic Wisdom Sibyl",These two texts both represent the Antichrist as having

his right eye mixed with blood (cf.above) and a thin right foot.>®*

Not to be confused with the canonical Apocalypse of John there exists a

Greek Apocalypse of [Pseudo-]John which probably dates from the 5th cent.A.D.”‘

It is a product of Eastern Christendom and appears to draw on the writings of
Ephxpu.Arrangsd in question and answer form this Apocalypse gives a fairly




. 30.

detailed account of eschatological event‘s and purports to be a post~
resurrection discourse of Christ.Sometimes referred to as the Revelation
of the Holy Theclosian John it contains the following physiognomic
description of the Antichrist:

"And sgain I said, "0 lord,what will take place after this?" And

I heard a volce saying to me, "Hear,0 righteous John,at that

time the Denier shall b2 manifest,the one banished in darkness,

the cne called Antichrist.™ And again I said, "Lord,reveal to me
what he is like.™ And I heard a voice saying to me, ™ The appear-
-ence of his face is gloomy[ or dus}:y],his hair like the points

of arrows; his {eyelbrows rough{ or like a wild beast's];his right
e7e as the rising morning star and the left like a lion's.His
mouth is a cubit wide, his teeth a span in length,his fingers are
like sickles.His footprints are two cubits long,and on his forehead
is the writing, 'The Antichrist?.He will be lifted up to heaven and
he will be brought down to the Abyss,working falsehood." 60,

This interesting description of the Antichrist apparently exists in
geversl Arabic MSS, It should be noted that a number of the Antichrist's
features mentioned in it correspond with those mentioned in both Sunnl and
ShI°T  traditions sbout the Iniial ( see below).A strikingly similar descre’
-iption of the Antichrist is contained in the Acocalyvss of Ezra (Greek
Esdras) & "rather late" ( 6th-8th cent.A.D.?)pseudepigraphon apparently
extant in only two MSS, 61. A.Walker's translation of the passage of
interest here from one of the MSS (Paris gr.929 f.510-32)reads as follows:

MAnd they [Michael and Cabriel] took me to the north [ of Tartarus]}
and I saw there a man bound with iron chains.And I asked:Who is this?
And he said to me:This is he who said I am the Son of God,that made
stones bread,and water wine,And the prophet said:My Lord let me know
what is his form,and I shall tell the race of men,that they may not
believe in him.And he said to me: The form of his countenance is like
that of a wild beast; his right eye like the star that rises in the
porning,and the other without motion; his mouth one cubit; his teeth
span lorgz [1 span long] ;his fingers like scythes[ sickles];the track
of his feet two spans; and in his face an inscription, Antichrist.He
kas been exalted to heaven;he shall go down. to Hades [cf.Matt 11:23).
At one time he shall become a child;at anotherégn old man,, and no
one believes him that he is my beloved Son,," Y<¢

Several texts belonging to the pseudepigraphical Daniel cycle give us yet
further physiognomic descriptions of the Antichrist:such peeudo-Daniel
‘Apocalypses being extant in Greek,0ld Church Slavonic,Arpenian,Coptic,
Arabic,Persian,Serbian and Russian,An eclectic Greek text of a"Byzantine
Daniel Avocalypse™ has been edited and translated( into German) by Klaus
Berger. 3+ The 11th chapter {verses 17-26) of this Daniel Apocalypse (part
of its eschatological section that may date back to the 4Lth-5th century A.D.

in its original form—the current form being 9th century A.D.) which has
much to say sbout the Antichrist describes his appearence thus:

" .17 Es wird aber die HShe seiner Statur zehn Ellen betraren{Heisht/
Stature:10 Flls }.18 Und die Haare seines Hauptes kommen herab bis
zu seinen Fifen{ Lenpth of Hair: reaching the feet}.19 Er wird dreische
~eitelig sein( die Fingerspitzen behaart){ Hair: 3 tufts spiked like
fingertips).20 Die Spur seiner Fife betrigt drei Ellen{ Span of Feet:
Ells .21, Seine Augen sind wie der Stern,der in der Fruhe aufpeht
fExes: like the rising morning star}.22, Und seine Zihne sind im oberen
Teil aus Eisen|[Tecth: upper part of iron) 23.Und der untere Teil der
Wange ist hart wie Diumant,(cﬁeeks:lower, hard like diamond }.2,. Sein
rechter Arm ist aus Eisen und scin limker von Kupfer[ Rt.Arm:made of
iron;Lt.Arm: made of Copper].25. Die linke Hand ist drei Ellen lang und
seino Rechte vier Eillcmtl It.Hand: 3 Ells ; Rt.Hand: 4 BElls ].26 &r
ist grofiuplg,grofnasig [Eves:large;Nose:large).27, Auf seine Stirn
schraibt er drei Buchstaben:([MS5S] HS a.t.ch.,nidmlich: Antichrist| Insc-
eription on Forehead: 3 letters ( a.t.ch) signifying Antichrist].." B,

Finally,but by no means exhaustively,reference may be made in connection
with Christian physiognomic descriptions of the Antichrist to the Seventh
Vision of Daniel (5th-7th cent.A.D.?)which is extant only in Armenian. 6.
The Antichrist is described as follows:

"His knees are unbending,he is crippled in his eyes,with wide eyebrows,
crooked{ sickle] fingered,with a pointed head,gracious,boastful,wise,
sweet in laughter,visionary,clever,sober,gentle,mild,worker of signs,
bringing close to him the souls of the corrupt,bringing forth bread
from stones [making] the blind to ses,the lame to walk,he will move
mountains from place to place.." 66.

Brief notice may now be giventthose neo-Hebraic Apocalyptic texts that
include descriptions of the Y"Anti-Messiah, Important in this respect
is the neo-Hebraic Apocalypse of Elijah( 2 Elijah)which,though apparently
preserving early traditions. and clogely related to the abovementioned
Coptic Elijsh Apocalypse (1 Elijah),hardly dates as far back as 250,A.D.
as ‘H.Buttemveiser suggested, 7. Extant in Rabbinic Hebrew it "purports
to be a revelation by Michasl to Elijah on Mt Carmel ™ 68. and teaches that
before the advent of the Messiah whose name is Winon an Anti-Messiah will
appear who will subdue the world and persecute Isracl.The latterts descrip-
«tion is as follows:

® These will be his signs on which Daniel gazed: his face will be long;
a bald spot will be between his eyes;his stature will be very tall;
the solg; of his feet will be high(? broad) and his legs will be .
thin,®» 7. . .
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According to )I.Buttanweisex;’such descripticns of the Madversary of the Mossiah®
are a " conventional feature of a great number of Neo-Hebrew apocalypses.” 70.
They are indeed not only to be found in 2 Elilah but also for example, in the
Book of Zerubabbel (Sepher Zerubabbel), the Signs of the Messiah (Otot Mashl'ah),
the Praver (Tefillat ) and Mrsteries of Simeon ben Yoha.i ( Nistarot de-Rabbi
Sizecn ben Yohai) ,the Midrash Va-Yosha, the Chaﬁers on the Messiah (Pirkei ha
Fashi’sh ) and the Persian Apocalypse of Daniel. In most of these texts the
szti—-‘!e;sia.h is named Armilus which is perhaps derived from Romulus ( along with
Rezus the founder of Rome) or a corruption of the name of the Evil One in Zorcast~
-rianisa, Angra-Mainyu or Ahriman (Gie=Apy#aves ), ™ This figure is mentioned
in the Taryumim (Ps—Jon. Isa.ll:4 and Targ.Jer. Deut 34:3 ) and in Saadiah Gaon's
Ezmot ve-De'ot ( apparently influenced by the Book of Zerubabbel),The legends
assoclated with Armilus cannot be sketched in detail here ( they probably originated
in the early Caonic period ) though it may be noted that this Anti-Messiah is to
kill the Messiah ben Joseph and himselfl be defeated and slain by the Messiah ben
David ( at least in a number of the texts mentioned above ). 72

The Book of Zerubabbel,which was probably composed early in the 7th cent.A.D,

( there is no mention of Islam ), describes various visions of Zerubabbel{ the
last Davidic ruler) who was taken in spirit to Ninevah where he witnessed the
events of the latter days. 7. In this spocalyptic work the evil Armilus is
rerresented as having hair 1ike gold with two spikey tufts(?), sunken or
deep~set eves one span apart and arms reaching down to his feet. The The

description in the Signs of the Messiah,which sets down ten occurances that

" foreshadow the imminent appearences of the Messiah" ,75 * is similar,Armilus,known

to the gentile naticns as Antichrist ,will be 12 Ells in heipht or statuk;have
baiz like gold with two spikey tufts(?),eyes both red,sunken,and a spam apart,and
large(?) yellowish-green feet (?), 76. Again,in the Midrash Va-Yosha the Anti-

Messiah has & metallic forehead(?), is bald-headed with one large and one small

&ve,posessed of 8 maimed or short( 1 handbreadth) right arm but a leit arm that

is 21/2 ells long,and deaf in one ear. . The following passage is a tranee
~lation of soms of the details about -Armilus and his appearance in the Chapters

on the Mesaiah:

" They tell that in Rome there is a marble statue of a beautiful maiden,
fashioned not by human hand but by the Holy One blessed be He,who
created it in His might,The wicked of the nations of tho world,the
sons of Belial,come and warm her and lie with her,and He preserves
their seed within the stons from which He creates a being and forms
it into a child,whereupon she splits asunder and there issues from
her the likeness of & man whose name is the Satan,Armilus,whom the

Gentiles call Antichrist.He is 12 cubits tall and two cubits
broad,there is a span between his eyes which are crooked and
red,his hair is golden-coloured, the soles of his feet are
green,and he has two heads." 78.

Finally,but by no means exhaustively, we are informed in the Persian
Apocalypse of Daniel of an unamed Armilus type Anti-Messiah who is to
unite with Gog and Magog,subdue the world,and persecute Israel, 79‘He
is no less than 100 cubits (ells ) 11 spans tall, has hair on his face
and a mouth one span in width, :

A number of attempts have been made to trace the origins of such physiognonmic
descriptions of the Antichrist/Anti-Messiah as have been outlined above. 8)“I't.
appears that this literary topos is complex in origin and has pre-Christian roots.
Biblical and post-Biblical apocalyptic symbolism have obviously contributed to
it.In particular descriptions of angels,mythical beasts and demons have made their
mark for the Evil Antichrist has supernatural powers ( especially as pseudo-Christ)
yot is essentially demoniac in nature, 82, The influence of images found in the
Biblical books attributed to Daniel and John (the Apocalypse) should not be overe
=looked.The following texts in Daniel deserve mention~:(1) 2:31f which describes
the massive "image" seen by Nebuchadnezzar and the metals and clay which compose
dt(cf, 3:1f where the golden image made by Nebuchadnezzar is éX 6 cubits ), (2)

4:33 where we are informed that Nebuchadnezzar, driven from amongst men,grew
"hair,.gs long as eagles feathers" and “nails,.like bird's claws" (3) 7:7f,19f,
here the fourth beast has " great iron teeth™and reference is made to the "“horn®
with eyes ™ 1like the eves of a man™ and a mouth that "spaaks great thinga®”,Similar
imagery ( cf. below) is found in the Apocalypse; note particularly the description
of thelocusts™in Rev 9:7f and the complex beast imagery in chapters 11-13 and 17,
The nature of the Antichrist's eye/s and skin,etc., it might also be mentioned
here, may in parr. be rooted in or related to the leprous/skin diseases described
in Leviticus 13,Mso worth rioting is the suggestion that the notion of the ‘one~
~syed Antichrist ( important in Islamic descriptions of the Dajjal,see below )
derives from Zechariah 11:7 (note also the withered arm ): 8.

" Woe to my worthless ahepherd,wh& deserts the flock!
May the Lord smite his right arm and his right eye!
"Let his arm be utterly withered,
his right eye utterly blinded! *

. Of considerable importance in relation to the roots of the portraits of
the Antichrist are the extant physiognomic and the related chiromantic and ast-
~rological texts ( though they do not contain portraits of the Antichrist/Anti-
Mossiah ) which form part of the heritage of Jewish mysticism ( cf. also the
texts representative of M or "Dimensions of the Deity® wsticim)




Pelated to or to soms extent lying behind the Jewish physiognomic

literature are ths Creek and Latin physiognomic texts representative

of a "science™ of considerable antiquity and believed to have been

founded bty Pythagoras or ( azmong cthors) Hippocrates and which also

threw light on the physiognomic descriptions of the Antichrist. 86.

A curious cryptographic Qumran text the quintessence of which " is

that man's moral and spiritual qualities can be defined through an
exanination of the size and shape of his thighs,toes,fingers,hair,eyes,
beard,teeth and height® 87'(&0 186) and the so-called Messianic Horo-
-zzzze (LQ Mess Ar )found in the same cave along the shores of the Dead

Sea which " gppears to fortell the physical appearence and character of

ths future., royal Messiah® 8. ( he is to have red hair like the Dajj.g

in certain Sunni traditions{ cf.below] and a birth-mark on his thigh{cf,
Mutammadts lump-like "seal of prophethood"] )may throw light on the kind

of arcane speculation that led to the physiognomic descriptions of the
stichrist.J, Rosenstipnl has discussed the possible relationship bef.ween
portraits of Caligula (d.c.41.A.D. ) in Seneca's De Constantia (Bk.XVIII,1)
and in Suetonius' Caligula (in The Lives of the Ceasars,Bk,IV.50 ) 89. and
those of the Antichrist and K.Berger,in the same connection,has drawn atten~
~tion to the portraits in Sidonius! FEvpistle to Anpricola (Ep.I.2,2. ef. his
FParemric in Ronsur of Mairianus,235f ) and in a version of the Life of
90

Alevander.”™* The actual physical characterists of anti-Jewish/Christian rulers,
invaders and individuals along with the way they were pictured in terms of the
ancient physiognomic traditions must also be taken into congideration in the
attempt to fathom the roots of the characterists of the Man of Sin as drawn in
Jewish,Christian  and,it might be added,Islimic apocalyptic. % In order to
sun up ( at least in part) we may quote M.E.Stone, " Thus,it seems that in
giving the physiognomic deseriptions of the Antichrist,these later apocalypses
are combining two old traditions, that of the physiognomic literature and that
of the Antichrist,n 9% ‘

“rile apocalyptic Antichrist speculation continued to flourish s "Christian .
circles at . the time of and subsequent to'the risé of Islam ( which religious
‘phenhcn:enon was itself in various ways regarded as a manifestation of the Antichrist)
the Christian and other Antichrist traditions,including elements of the physiognome
~ic portraits,were assimilated into Islamic eschatology. 3. Though tha Antichrist
figure as the Dait3l does nct appear in the Qur'an a great many traditions about
biz were attributed to the Prophet Muhammad and the ShI°T Imms.A perusal of Sunnl
and $hT°T books or collections of traditien (shadIth) and of Qur'anic commentaries

35 ¢

and works of theology,not Lo mention the apocalyptic( Malzhim ) texts and
popular legendslillustratexthat,as the Prophet was believed.to have put it,
Y"Between the creation of Adam and the coming of the last hour there is no more
serious matter than the dajjal,” h- In SunnI books of tradition the Proget is
accredited with having taught that all the past prophets warned the people of
the coming of the Dajial adding that he had a new teaching concerning him;

that is, that the Dailal unlike God,would be‘one-eycd’( see further below). 95.
It is of course extremely unlikely, in the light of the early proliferation

and acceptance of "Isra'Iliyyat®( scriptural and haggadic materials transmitted
by Jews and Christians) 95 by Muslims that the Prophet himself added the latter
detail to the physiognomic portrait of the Antichrist — we have seen that a good
many pre-Islamic Christian traditions have something to say sbout the peculiar
nature of the Antichristsleft or right eye or eyos.Indeed,the Islamic tradition
that all past prophets warned the people about the coning of the Antichrist /
_@fg may ba taken to be a velled acknowledgement on the part of early Muslins

that certain Antichriut/DnnSl traditions were taken over from the Pecple of the
Book. !

The word da}jal may be of Syriac origin.Tt has been thought to derive from
the Syriac adjective dappala ( = liar. ) which came to be used as an Arabic
substantive denoting the IslSmic "Antichrist®; the Peshitta or revised form
of the Syriac Bible ( the Scripture of Syrian Christianity) translates yevSo -
=XP(OTOL (= pgeudo/false Christs ) at Matt 2:2l by meshihs darril. I0*Neither
the Syriac dapgald in itself signifies the Antichrist nor is the Arabic da+izl
used exclusively for the Islamic Antichrist.In Islamic eschatology daiial can
mean simply "false teacher® and the Islamic Antichrist is occasionally referred
to as g-l(a(.!c.i'a'b,"the Liar" .In some writings the more complete expression
al-Yash al-Dajjdl denotes the Islamic Antichrist( cf.the Syriac meshitd de-
dhaggalfi'th'i ) 97 the nature and career of whom may now be briefly(and income
pletely)sketched, 98. .

As indicated,a great many of the features of the career of the Islimic
Antichrist are rooted in Christian and Jewish Antichrist/Anti-Messiash spec~
-ulations.Like the Christian Antichrist the Dajiial is an eschatological enemy
of God and the peoplc whose appeargnce is one of the most important signs of
the last days or the "Hour",We have noted below that the Syrian Father Ephraem
thought ,apparently after the invasion of the Huns,that the Antichrist would appe
~ear in Choras(en)s (= Khurasan)and that Jerome believed that he would be born
in Babylon.Islamic tradition similarly,like also the Eastern Christian apocaly-
~ptic text Pseudo-Methodius which has it that a Mson of destruction” will come ,

Iy

~ e g e




frem Chorase(= Khurasan),ircludes speculations as to the birthplace or place
of the arrearence of the Naifhl.Xhurasan in both Sunni and ShI°T eschatology
is ir fast singled out as beinz the place where the Daijal as well as the
¥areY or twelfth ImIr/ Qafim will appear though otner places are mentioned as
well,One well known Sunni tradition has it that Abu Bakr reported the Prophet
as having said that " the Daj‘al would come forth from & land in the East
called Fhurasan " and be ™ followed by peoples whose faces resemble shields
covered with skin®. 99. Another Sunnl tradition holds that "He will come forth
on a rcad between Syria and al-Iraq and do mischief right and left." loo‘A.J.

Wensinck summarizing Sunni traditions in this connection writes,

n[A1-laii131)..14ke the eschatological tyrant of the 0ld Testament,will

coze from a remcte region,not the north,but from some region in the

east(Ton Madia,Fitan,bab 33), from Khurasin( Ibn Hanbal,i.4,7.) or

Isfardn( Ion Hanbal,iii.22,;vi.75)." 101. .
A.Abel refers to an apocalypse entitled Shang al-Ghuvub which also associates
the rising place of the Daiidl with Khurasan which,it must be remembered,was:
a region associsted with the rise of the ®pbbasids. As Ephraem associated the
rising place of the Antichrist with Chorase in connection with the Huns so too
t appears,did some early Muslims associate the Dajial with Khurasan in connect—
~icn with the rise of the ( at one time pro-_&lﬁoi ) Sabbasids. A nurber of
IsiZzic traditions about the Daij3l like certain Christian speculations about
the Antichrist were born out of concrete historical experiences._s_hioi eschatol-
-ozy and Messianism is to a considerable extent conditioned by frustrated
religio-political hopes and millenial expectations shattered or delayed ' by
such events as the crushing defeat of Husayn at Karbila (c.680.A.D.),the
quietisn of the Izams after Kusayn ,md'the supposed occultation of the twelfth
I=a= or Al-Q3'in bitl-tihad ( the expected deliverer who will arise to carry
out the eschatological holy war and establish univex'sal‘ Shifism ).102‘

The Dajizl, born in the east or some other remote region, will prove unsgble
to either enter or capture lMecca or Medina which will be subject to miraculous
protection— in ShI°T sources Mecca is the place where the Mahdl wdll proclaim
his ::zi.ssiorx.m3 * The following Sunnl traditions express this conviction:

" The Messiah ({.e. the Daiial ) will come from the East making for

Medina and will alight behind Uhud,but the angels will then turn
his face towards Syria and he will perish there." 10%4,

"The terror of the Antichrist will not enter Medina,which will on
that day have seven gates with two angels at each gate." 105,

The Christian Antichrist,as we have seen, has frequently teen represented

as a pseudo~Christ.Aspects of his career mirror for evil reasons and with
evil results the circumstances and ministry of Jesus.Like scme representat-
-ions of Armilus the Jewish Anti-Messiah the Islamic representation of the
powers and career of the Dajjal 4s at times coloured by the pseudo-Christ
aspect of the Antichrist tradition.Just as Christ performed miracles so will
the Dajjal whose paradise will be hell and whose hell will be paradise.He will
raise or appear to be capable of resurrecting the dead and command the elements:

e will come to people and sumron them to believe in him.

He will give command to the sky and it will give rain and

to the earth and it will produce crops.Then in the evening

their pasturing animals will come to them with their (humps

as high as possible;their udders full of milk,and their

flanks distended.He will come to people and sumron them,but

they will reject what he says so they will leave him.In the

morning they will be destitute,posessing none of their prop—

-erty.He will pass the waste land and tell it to bring forth

its treasures,and its treasures will follow him like swarms

of bees.le will then summon a man in the prime of youth,strike

him with a sword and cut §im in two ..after which he will cally e
him and he will come foward laughing with his face shining." *

Not only is the Daijal seen as a satanic tempter and pseudo-Christlike
worker of miracles but Islamic tradition, both SunnI and ShI°I,represents
him,1ike Christ at his triumphal entry( refer,Mk 11:1f;Matt21:1ff;Lk 19:28f;Jn
12:14f ) as appearing riding on an ass or donkey.Both the Prophet Muhammad
and the Imam ®A1T are said to have spoken of the ass of the Antichrist which,
like the ass mentioned in the Zoroastrian Bundahis, is no ordinary beast:

" The dajjal will come forth on a white ass with a space seventy times
as wide as one can stretch between its ears," 107,
ShI°T literature as E.G.Browns noted,attributes many curious qualities to
the ass of the Dajidl:

"Many other wonderful qualities are attributed to the ass of Antichrist,
as,for instance,that the distance between its ears is a full mile,that
each of its hairs gives forth ravishing strains of music,ard the like,
of which things the further ennumeration appears to be unprofitable
and unnecessary." 108,

Those who are to be misled by the Dajjal are variously ennumerated.Just as
some traditions allude to the fact or explicitly mention that the Dajial will
be a Jew ( a notion widely entertained in Christian Antichrist speculation) so
are his followers on occasion represented as Jews.One Sunni traditions which is
also echoed in §_QI°I literature(cf.below) identifes the followers of the Dajixl
with Persian Jews:
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"Tre dajlal will be followed by seventy thousand Jews of Isfahan
wearing Persian shawls.™ 169, ¢

Znother Sunnl tradition has it that the Dejjal will mislead no less
than 70,000 Muslims ,

" The da)ja} will be followed by seventy thousand of my people
wearing dark cloaks.m 110.

Yet further traditions speak of those enticed by the Dajjal as being
unbelievers,polytheists,women,bastards and/or musicians, . Some prot-
-ection against the evil Dajial may be gained by the recitation of the
opening verses of the Qur'anic sirat al-Kahf ( Sira of the Cave,Sura 18) .nz.

The career of the Dafial according to many traditions is to be short.A forty
year period is often mentioned but this time span (cf. the 40 years wandering
of the Israelites in the wilderness and the 40 days during which Jesus was
texpted by Satan)is to be Mshortened™(cf.Mk 13:20+ parallels) such that it
does rot in reality signify this length of time.Reference is also mﬁdo to
2 forty day period during which the Dajial is to beguile the wayward:

WForty days,one like a year,one like a month,one like a week,and the
rest of his days like yours,” 113. . _

The belief that Jesus son of Mary will descend from heaven in the last days
or at the time of the resurrection ( giyima ) and have a role of considerable
importance is affirved and elabourated in a great many SunnI and ShI‘I tradit-
~itions.Sachedina writes in his Islamic Messianism , " The Imamite doctrine
of the Mahdi at ore point merges with the return of Jesus,another prominent
figure of Islanic eschatology.The doctrine of the return of Jesus,as described .
in the Sunnite sources and cited by the Shi'ite ti'aditionalists is explained in
a more or less uniform manner." L. Islamic traditions and sources often teach
that the Dajfzl is to be destroyed by Jesus at his second coming though the
Mardl,who is normally though not always distinguished from Jesus,has also been
given this task be he the SunnI deliverer who will be born in the normal way
or the Qa'im of the ShI°T who will emerge from his occultation or hidden ret-
-reat.®4d Al13h ibn CUmar al-BaldwI (dies.c.1286.A.D.) the renowned Sunni comze
~-entator,in the course of comenting on Sura 43:6) » sums up the essentials of
the kainstrean SunnI position with respect to the eschatological descent of

Jesus:

"In the Tradition( hadith)it 4s reported that Jesus will coms down over
a mountain pass in‘the Holy Land called AfIq | apparently a mountain
pass to the Jordan valley],and in his hand he will carry a spear with
which he will kill the Antichrist(dajjial).He will then go to Jerusalea

(bait al-mugaddas) just when the inhabitants are performing
the morning prayer.The prayer leader will want to step back
(in view of Jesus?.appearence),but Jesus will give precedence
to him and perform the prayer behind him accordins to the
rite of Muhammad { note the subservience of Jesus to the
imam or Mehdl as prayer leader].Then he will kill the swine,
dash to pleces the crucifix,demolish the churches and synag-
-ogues,and kill the Christians who do-not have(correct)
belief in him." 115,

The manner in which Jesus is to overcome or defeat the Da“'al and the
place where this is to be accomplished are variously related in Islamic
sources.It is generally agreed that the [n“il will be killed in Syria
(Palestine) as the following tradition indicates :

",.God will send the Messinh son of Mary who will descend at the
white minaret in tho east of Damnscus wearing two garmonts died
with saffron and placing his hands on the wings of two angels.

When he lowers his head it will drip and when he raises it beads
like pearls will scatter from it.Every infidel who feels the odour
of his breath will die,and his breath will reach as far as he can
seo [ see Isaiah 11:4 + Targum and II Thess,2:8 quoted below].He
will then seek him ( the j}u_‘\%l t1l1l he catches up with him at the
gate of Ludd and kills him," .

Another Sunni tradition reports that the last hour will not come
before the Muslim armies,about to divide the booty of Constantinople,

. make a hasty retreat as a result of a false alarm raised by Satan who

suggests that the Dajial has attacked their absent families.It is real-
-ised that the Satanic suggestion is false and the Muslim armies move on

to Syria;

"Then, .he ( the Da“il) will come forth,and while they are preraring
for battle and arranging the ranks the time for prayer will come
and Jesus son of l-fa.ry_u'ill descend and lead them in prayrer.vhen
God's enemy( the Daiial) sces him (Jesus) he will dissolve like salt
in water,and 1if he (Jesus) were to leave him( the Paii3l) he would
dissolve completely; but God will kill him ( the Daiial) by his
hand and he will show them ( the Muslim armies) his blood on his
spear," 117,

In many Sunni traditions then,it is Jesus who is to destroy or kill the
Dajial.On the other hand,as Sachedina notes,in the ShI°I traditions " the
function of killing the Dajjal is reserved for al-Mahdi." e. According
to a lengthy tradition recorded in volume 13 of Muhammad Bagir MajlisY's
Bihar al-Amdr Ingn AT the one-eyed Dajjil who will appear riding on
an ass will be killed at AfIq (cf.above) at the hands of ™ the one behind

whom Jesus will worship" or the twelfth Inaa AL-Qi'im Al-ManeI. 119

.
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Eefore turning to the subject of the phy‘siognomic descriptions of the
Dajjal we cay swa up by quoting an interesting and detailed description
of the arpearqnce of the Maiifl contained in a hI®I doctrinal treatise:

"The forty-sixth of the signs of the appearence(of the Imsih Mahd{] is
the cozing forth of Antichrist.And the name of that accursed one is
551:d 1bn Sayd[cf.below).The traditions concerning him are various.
Some imply°that he has existed from the time of Adam until now,as it

is related in a tradition that the Apostle of God went to one of the
houses in Medina wherein was a babbling madman with his mother,The
prophet rointed hizm out to his companions and said, '0 people,God hath
rot sent any prophe} without filling his church with the fear of
Antichrist,whom he has respited and left until your time.And this man
shall come forth with a mountain of bread and a river of water;and he
will aprear in a time of famine.Most of his followers will be Jews,
wozen, Arabs and nomads.He will enter into all quarters and regions of
the earth save Mecca and its two mountains,and Medfha and its two
mountains,And whenever he comes forth he will claim to be God,although
te is one-sved and Cod ia rot one-cved.? And in some traditions it hath
come down that he was bern in the time of Hisg Highness{the Prophet];
that he had a beard and spoke when he was born;that the Prophet went to
his Louse;that he claimed the rank of a prophet and said, 'I am one sent
of God?; the His Holiness[the Prophet] commanded an angel which was in
the form of a great bird to carry him away and cast him into a well
situated in ore of the Jewish villages near Sajist#h or Isfahgh;and he
is chained[there] t111 such time as he shall receive permicsion to come
forth.ind he has an ass whereof cach step covers a mile( three miles
beirg equal to one parzang),and on the body of his ass are white spots
like a leorard.liow the characteristics of the Antichrist are ‘thegse:=

kis right eve is crushed; his left eve is in his forehead and plitters
ag thiurh 3t were the morning gtar,and in it is a piece of blood,so

that it ceems to be pervaded with blood;between his two eves it is
written that he i3 a misbeliever:so that everyone whether learned or
unlearmed can read it; he is a skilled magician,who,by his magic,
Cegcends into oceans; with him travels the sunjbefore his face is a
mountain of emoke,ard behind his back is a white mountain,and through
[ris] magic it seemcth in men's eyes that they are two motntaing of
water and bread,though in truth it is not so,but a mere Juggle; he trave
-erseth all oceans,and over whatsoever ocean or water he pasgeth it
sinketh dcwn and cometh forth no more till the Day of Judgement;before
him Satan dances,and the devils cause him and his ass to appear pleasing
in men's eyes,and this is a mischief for the proving of mankind.And he
crieth out so tha the dwellers in the East and in the West ,whether jinn
or of mankind,kear his voice,and he saith,? O my friends,I am God who
created and fashioned the members and parts of the world;I am that Cod
who predestined the affirs of [His] servants and guided and directed
mankind;I an your suprerme Lord.! And most of his followers are women,
Jews,bastards,and musicians.But when he commeth to fikaba~i-Af{k,which
is a mountain in SyriaHis Highness the Ki'im shall slay him at the
third hour on Friday,and sha%l cleanss the world of the filth and foul=
-ness .of the Accursed One." +20.

As in the above passage,a great many Islamic traditions containingphysiognomic

descriptions of the Dajjzl,which are obviously related to or rooted in the
Jewish and Christian portraits of the Antichrist/Anti-Messiah outlined in the

“*

preceeding pages,are scattered throughout SunnI and S_hIcI literatures.
Perhaps the most frequently mentioned characteristic of the Dai23l is

that he is to be one-eyed or have an eye or eyes of a peculiar or def-

-ormed nature: also a constant feature of the Christian Antichrist portraits
as has been indicated.Both the Prophet Muhammad and the Imam SA1I are said
to have described the Dajjal as being on;—eyed or having an eye which shines
1ike the morning-star.The following passages from various Sunnl books of 12
tradition may illustrate Islamic physiognomic descriptions of the Dajigl: ™"

" -
I [Muharmad] warn you of him[ the Dnjiipl],and there is no prophet
whg has not]warned his people,Noah wamed’his people,but I shall
tell you something about him which no prophet has told his pcop}h
You must know that he is ono-cyed,whereas God is not one-cyed," dede

" God is not hidden from you,Cod most high is not one-eyed,but the
Antichrist is blind in the right eye,his eye looking like a float-
~ing grape." 123, )

® There is no prophet who has not warned his people about the one-
eyed liar.I tell you that he is one-eyed,but your Lord is not :
one~eyed.On his forehead are the letters K,F,R [ signifying Kifire
"Infidel"],m 12, —

" The Dajjal will have an eye obliterated over which will be a coarse
film, and 'Infidel?’ (Kafir) will be written on his forehead.Every
Muslim who can write and those who camnot will read it." 125,

"The Dajjal is blind in the left eye and has a great quantity of hatr, w26

® I{Mukammad] have told you so much about the Dajjal that I am afraid
you thay not understand.The Antichrist is short, hen-toed ( or fbandy-
legped?),woolly~haired,one-eyed,an eys sightless and neither protrude
~ing nor deep-seated,If gu are confused about him,know that your
Lord is not one-eyed." 127.

" On the day of resurrection a huge fat man will come,but in Cod's
estimate he will not weigh as much as a gnat's wing.." 128.

A,J . Wensinck has summed up many of the features contained in the physioge
~nomic descriptions of the Dajjil.He writes,

"..the connection between the Antichrist and Satan is apparent %n the_

" description of al-Dadjdial's arpearence..He is reddish (Bukhanif.*g tva
bab 33§ with frizey hair(Bukhari,Libas,bab 68 ),corpulent {Buxhars,
Libas,bab33), he has a wide throat (Tayalisi,H°2532), he is one-eyed
(Bukhar], Anbiya',bab 3; Ru'ya,babIl’ ). His one eye in his broad _
foreheed (Twilisi, No 2532 ) is like a floating grape (Bu_lggri,}'.a.phazf,
bab 77).0n"his forehead is written kafir (“unbelievert: Bu:harl ,Hadidj,

bab 30; Anbiya?,bab 8 )., Or else one of his eyes is as if made of’green . 129,

glass (Tayalisl No .544),1n the other is a hard nail ('fa.yilid No 1106)
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Prephet Muhammad 1s,in various sources,said to have spoken of the

arpearence of about thirty daiials (or kaddabun ) at the "last hour™ each
of whom would assert that he is the true messenger of God and also to have
associated a nurber of his contemporaries with the Dajjal or his tgpy" al-

Jassasa.

130

* He or a number of his companions were believed to have enter-

-tained the idea that a certain [°Abd Al13h] Ibn Sayyad [ SaiyadJor a Jew of
¥edina were actually the Dajigl or resembled him in appearance. B mus 1n
Sunn traditiorsws read,for example;

# Mulianrad b, sdeMuskadis told that ha sow JEBIS b,

Ton 'Umar said: I met"him [ ibn Sayyad) when his eye was inflamed and
acked him when his eye had becomd infected with the trouble I noticed,

Cn his replying that he did not know I said, " You do not know,and yet

it is in your head?" He replied, "If Cod will He will create it when

you are unaware.” He snorted as loudly as I have ever heard an ass

snort, " 132,

X CApdalinh uwsaring

by‘ God that Ibn as-Sayyad was the dajjal,and when he exprossed suprise
that e should swear'by God,he replied that he heard *Umar swoaring to
that in &g; Prophet !s presence without the Prophet making any objection
to it,n ¢

Of particular interest are the following traditions which reckon that a
Jewess of Medina gave birth to the (or one like the) Dajial and teach that
the Lajial resembles a man named Ton Qatan who was ruddy with woolly hair
ard blind in his right eye: ) '

"The parents of the Dajjal will wait thirty years without having any
children born to them,then a boy who will be one-eyed and have a long '
molar tooth and be useless will be born to them,His eyes will sleep but
his heart will not.His father will be very tall and spare and will have
a nose like a beak,and his mother will be a huge woman with long arms,®

[ this tradition continuss to relate that certain companiong of the

. Pmphetj heard of and saw such a child who was born amongst the Jews of
Medina]. '

nJEbir told that when a Jewess in Medina gave birth to a boy with an eye
obliterated and a long eye-tooth God's messenger was afraid he might be

the Daji3l.. Umar b, al-Khattab then sald, “Let me kill him,messenger of
God," but he replied, "If he is the one you are not the person to deal 135
with hin,for the person to deal with him is only Jesus son of Mary,.,n W, °

He[ the Daji3l ] will be a youth with curly hair and a floating eye
whon I [ Muhammad)] might compare to “Abd al-®Uzza b, Qatan.." 136.

Last night I [Muhammad] found myself in a vision at the Ka'ba and saw

a ruddy man like’the most good-looking of that type that you can see

with the most beautiful lock of hair you can see.He had combed it out

and it was dripping with water.He was leaning on the shoulders of two

men and going round the House.When I asked who he was I was told that

he was the Messiah [Jesus] son of Mary.Then I saw a man with short

weolly hair who was blind in his right eye,his eye looking like a floate
-ing grape.Il have never seen anyone more closely resembling Ibn Qatan.

He was placing his hands on the shoulders of two men and going round the 137
House.I asked who this zan was and was told that he was the Antichrist." *

- To_be continued-
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pp.50-55,esp.p.53.cf.al80, the same writer's The Unwritten Savin;s of Jesus ,p.
661£f (not seen). .

On this subject refer I.Cruenwald,Apocalyptic_and Merkavah Mysticiszm (Leiden,
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come before a man of Qahtan comes forth driving people with his stick"(>

BukharI +Muslim). °*

137, MM.I1.p.1151 (> BulharI+Muslim)Note the pseudo-Christ aspect of the DatiZihere.
- of.MM,IL.p.1223, ™ On the night when I (Muhanmad) was taken up to heaven..

I met Jesus who was of medium height and rad as though he had come out of
the dimas(i.e. a hot bath).."(> Bukhirl and Muslim). )
It may be noted here that sometimes closely associated with the Antichrist/
Dajjal traditions in Islamic literatures are other mythical o1 beast-like
creatures,The_Qur'an and traditions,like the Apocalypse of John'for example,
speak of Yajuj and Majfujy ( Gog and Mapog) and the Dabba min al-Ard ( "Beast
from the earth"){Refer, Rev 20:8, Qur'an 18:93f,21:96; Rev 13:11, Gur'an 27

82 ].ef *The Book of Revelation and the Qurfan:Is there a possibie literary
relationship in Journal of Semitic Studies,Vol,XXIII Zl978§ »PP.26=225,

['mé-t: D.Brady ].
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