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rtickrist-Dattal: Soma notes on the Christian and Islamic "Antichrist®
t aditions and their Baka'l interpretation, Petf.e.

Magsianic ard eschatolopical expectations lie at the heart of &ECI plety
and were,around the middle of the 19th century,of some importance to the adh-
—erants of the ShaykhI school of Ithnd Casharl ("Twelver") Shi’l Islam in
which the BabY and Baha'l religions have their roots. The demythologization
and interpretation of eschatological prophecies and traditions 1s thus,in the
light of the attezpt to show that they have been or will shortly be fulfilled,
one of the central features of a not inconsiderable number of the writings of
Sizzid AT Muhamad, the By (1819-1850), Mrza Husayn CALI, Baha'u'll3h(1817-
1892) and ©fbbas Effendi, SAbdutl-Baha (18&1.—19213. The Bab commented at length
in certain of his major works and letters ("Tablets") on the Qur'anic and
traditional raterials that detail the signs surrounding the advent of the QGatin
or MahdT ( whom he eventually openly claimed to be ) and the onset of the Day of
Resurrection and Judgerent.Not only did Baha'u'llah and Abdufl-Bahd make freq~
—uent reference or allusion to eschatologically oriented Islamic materials but
also claimed to have "unsealed” the secrets of a fairly large rnumber of Biblical
texts of prophetic import.

To date very little attention has been paid by students of the BabI-Baha'l
religions to the way in which eschatological prophecies have been interpreted
or to the influence pre-8abl millenial expectations had upon BabI-Baha'l
historiography~or even,we might add,the early career of the Bab and the actions
of the Babis.The extent to which many Baha'l writings contain quotations from or
allusions to the Bible,Qur'an and traditions( ahad‘{th) intended to underline
treir eschatological fulfillment on the "Day of God" remains for the most part
unrecognised.

It is the purpose of this essay to set down some preliminary notes on
certain aspects of the background to and Bana'l interpretation of the Antichrisb-

Daital traditions in Christianity and Islam.Interest will at times be focused on

the physiognonic descriptions of the Antichrist/Daiial or the belief that the Evil

One of the Mast hour" will have an eye or eyes of a peculiar or deformed nature.
Tris inascuch as the latter physiognomic motif- in connection with the Antichrist/
Dai*3l has been thought to have been fulfilled or realized by various B3bI-Baha'l
“writers in terms of the physical characteristics of a few anti-BabI/ Baha'l
individuals »most notably, the ShaykhI leader Hajji Mulla Muhammad KarIm Khan-i
Kirzman? (1810-1870).It should not be imagined that this essa},it may be noted at
this point, deals in anything like a comprehensive mamnner with the many often
obscure texts that speak about theAntichrist™ in Jewish,Christian or Islamic
eschatology.

The term Antickrist( ’AVfl;(/""fos ) is derived from the Johannine Epistles

of the New Testanent where the word occurs five times (see below).It has teen
usefully defined as signifying, " a mythical demoniac or demoniac-human adversary
of Christ who will appear before the second advent as the last oppresscr and pers—
-escutor of the Christians,only in turn to be defeated and overcome by Christ in his
return to earth". 1. Different writers on the subject of the Antichrist have applied
the term to a whole lost of mythic figures and satanic manifestations that have been
thought to exist or are expected to appear in the last days.At times the *Antichrist
idea’,as it occurs in a plethora of Jewish,Christian and Islanic writings, has taken
on the meaning implied by such expressions as "mythical beast®, "satanic incarrazion?,
® demoniac ruler", " wicked tyrant®, “eschatological sdversary", "psaulo-Chrigt" ,
manti-Nepadah® , aati-Mahdl" or anti-Q3'im" and the like.Consequertly,though wuch
Christian oriented definitions as the one cited abovs are useful,it should be recogn-
~ised that i% is virtually impossible to set down a simple definition that is both
accurate and expressive of the bewildering variety of meaning that the 'Antichrist
idea' has acquired down the centuries.

It is generally acknowledged today that the origins of the Christian concept of
the Antichrist are obscure.,While many would agree that the Antichrist idea "repres—
~ents a Christian variant on the eschatological opponent of God in Apocalyptic® 2.

' different scholars have stressed the importance of a variety of Bibical and extra-

Biblical texts and legends that they belleve constitute its background or led to

its emergencs, Bsbylonian -chaos and similar myths and Iranian-Zoroastrian dualisa
demonology and eschatology are frequently recognised as important influences that led,
through Jewish apocalyptic, to the emergence of the Christian idea of the Antichrist
which is almost certainly pre-Christian,or,as D.S.Russell puts it, "Though the actual
term first appears in Christian writings,the idea is very much earlier and probably
reflects d well-established and fully developed legend familiar to the writers of

" the apocalyptic books." 3°

Within the 01d Testsment itself a variety of prototypes,antecedents or models
for the Christian concept of the Antichrist have baen identified.The account of
Gog and Magog ( or Gog of Magog) in Ezekiel chapters 38-39 is of considerable
importance in this connection as are those chapters in the book of Job that
describe Behemoth and Lezvv‘iathmu(-lob 40-41 ).Various passages in the book of the
prophet Zechariah ( especially chapters 12-14),among a variety of other 0ld Test-
-gament pericopae, have been singled out as being of some importance,Particularly
influential though,in respect to the emergence of the Christian Antichrist idea was

_ the book of Daniel which has been thought to contain the ¥ earliest reference to this

4doa of Antichrist in the apocalyptic writings®.
Four " beasts" are mentioned in Daniel chapter 7 the last of which has a "little
horn".It blasphemes sgainst the Most High(Cod ) and is to make war against the
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sairts only to have its dominion taken away and be slain.In Daniel chapter 8

we read that out of the four horns of the "he-poat" a"little horn" emerged

which W grew crent even to the host of heaven" and magnified itself ™ even up

to the prince of the host™ The sanctuary and the host are to be trampled under-

~foot for 2,300"evenings and morninps™ for the "little horn" is to destroy many;

even rising up against the "prince of princes”.Further cryptic details are given

in the 9th chapter of the book of the prophet Daniel where we are informed that

the Jewish daily sacrifice and offering are to cease for half a week and that upon

" ke wing of abomination shall come one who makes desolateM.Again,chapters 11-12

of the saze book may be seen to contain what appears to be a lengthy prophecy reg-

—arding a "king of ths rorth™ who will oppress Judea,take away the daily sacrifice,
" and set up the Mahomination that makes desolate.

Certain of these‘prophecies’have been thought ( they cannot be commented on in
detail here) to 'predict? or be modelled upon the anti-Jewish activities of the
Syrian ruler Antiochus Epiphanes IV ( died.c.164.B.C.).He became,at least for
a nuzber of the Church Fathers, a prototype of the Antichrist,though he is not
identified as such in the book of Daniel itself which,in fact,neither explicitly
speaks of a Messiah or, consequently,an anti-Messiah or "Antichrist", 5 *Like
Antiochus other rulers who were the object of Jewish hatred such as the Roman
general Pompey ( possibly described as a "dragon" in the Psalms of Solomonf 2:

29 ])and Herod the Great (cf. The Assutption of Moses 8:1ff)seem to have assum-
~ed,for various apocalypticists,the "Antichrist" type role during the golden age
of Jewish spocalyptic (loosely speaking between 200.B.C. and 100.A.D.).Indeed,the
Jewish eschatologi.cal notion that evil would rise to its peak before the inbreak-
-ing of a new order and that a wicked tyrant would appear in the latter days
undoubtedly contributed to the emergence of the Christian Antichrist idea.

Certain Jewish and Jewish-Christian texts make mention of the figure Belial/ .
Beliar who is the satanic arch-enemy of God as Angra-Mainyu (= Ahriman) is the
enexy or antagonist of Ahura Mazda and his angels in the Zoroastrian writings.

In one or two of the Testaments of the Twelve Patriachs (c. 100,B.C.? but
subsequently reworked ) it is predicted that God's Messiah will wage war against
the evil Beliar, rescue those whom he has ensnared, and cast him into everlasting
‘fire.Beliar is also mentioned in the Sibylline Oracles. In Bk.III,which is probably
Jewish and was perhaps written around 150.B.C,, it is stated that Beliar is to come
from the Sebastenes (= of the stock of Samaria ?) and deceive many until Cod shall
destroy him by folding up the cosmos during a terrible fiery catastrorhe.In the
(uzran War of the Sons of Light with the Sons of Darkness (1QM) Belial is the leader
of the eschatological hosts of evil, the ™sons of darkness" who are to be destroyed
by the angelic Guardian of Israel (= Michasl ?) and the pious "sons of 1light".Theso
and other similar passages in Jewish apocalyptic writings havs also been thought

by many modern Biblical scholars to have contributed to the Antichrist idea,
As previously indicated the New Testament does not directly furnish us with
any evidence that Jesus himself spoke of the ccming of the Antichrist.According
to Mark's Gospel he did however speak of the coming of false Christs (yeuv8d-
=)§ftevs) and falge prophets (yeuaor/qu’m )( refer Mk 13:6,22 + parallels)and ,
referring back to Daniel ( 9:27,12:11 ),make mention of the coming " desolating
sacrilege" (7o B3Auym 775 epypeomis= the ™ abomination of cesolation®; in the
Creek the construction is masculine, refer Mk 13:14 / Matt 24:15, cf.Lk 21:20 ).
The "Little Apocalypse™ ( Mk 13 ) ,it has been asserted,unmistakably sketches the
® outlines of the Antichrist®. 7. The story of Jesus! temptation ( Mk 4:1-11 +
parallels) and Jn 5:54, " I(Jesus) have come in my Father's name,and you do not
receive me; if another coms in his own name ( = Antichrist ? ), hin you will
receive", ‘hnvo been interpreted in & similar light, 8
The possibly deutero-Pauline letter II Thessslonians contains within its second
chapter (especially verses 3-11) what is perhaps " the earliest Christian belief
in an antichrist combined with a pseudo-Christ." Ca good many features of the
Patristic and later expositions of the career of the Antichrist are rooted in II
Thess, 2: 3-12. where we read,

"
Let no one deceive you in any way;for that day will not come unless the

rebellian comes first,and the man of lawlesaness{ sin ] is revealed,the
son of perdition,who opposes and exalts himselfl arainst every so-called
god or object of worship,so that he takes his scat in the temple of God,
proclaiming himself to be Cod. Do you not remember that when I was still
with you I told you this? And you know what is restraining him now so
that he may be revealed in his time.For the nystery of lawlessness is
already at work; only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out
of the way. And the the lnwless one will be revealed,and the Lord Jesus
will slay him with the breath of his mouth and destroy him by hLis appe-
-aring and his coming.The coming of the lawless ona by the activity of
Satan will be with all power and with pretenied signs and wonders,and
with all wicked deception for those who are to perish,because they refus-
-ed to love the truth and so be saved.Therefore God sends upon them a
strong delusion,to make then believe what is false,so that all may be
condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteous-
-ness,"

For detailed expositions of this passage reference should be made to the comment-
~aries.It may be noted however, that we learn from it that Christ's second coming
1s to be preceeded by (1) a "falling away" ( 7 awosricea ) followed by (2)
the revealing of the " man of lawlessness| sin]® ( ‘o &vfpwwes s apap ras ),
the ™ son of perdition® ( 0 vids Ts ’dywNeia$ ) who exalts hizself to -the
status of Godhead and as such sits in the " temple of God" having the power to work
deceptive miracles,This evil figure is to be destroyed by the returning Jesus,by
the ® breath of his mouth® ( see Isaiszh 1l:4 + Targum ).What prevents the appearence
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of the "Son of Perdition™ is referred to as impersona.l power, "that which
resiraing” (= 75'&’0?/’"[ neuter],v.6 ) and then as a perscn, "he who now
restrains® (= o ‘ury\’w[ mase, ],v.7 ).No agreement as to the meaning of
these exgressions has been reached by modern Biblical scholars.Tertullian
and many subsequent fathers and commentators connected the restraining power
or person with the Imperium Romanum or with one of the Roman Emperors though
this interpretation is widely questioned today.The reference in II Thess. 2:4
to the desecration of the Temple may reflect the activities of the abovement-
~iored Antiochus Epiphanee who set up a statue of Zeus in the Jewish Temple
in Jerusalea or the pretensions of Caligulas (or Nero if this part of II Thess.
is pseudo-Pauline ?).

A bewildering variety of expressions of the “Antichrist" have been found
in the cancnical Apocalypse, the Book of Revelation (¢.96.A.D.? but very likely
cortaining earlier reworked Jewish/Jewish-Christian apocalyptic materials)
attributed to John of Patmos.It has been written that " the predictions of the
Ravelation of John borrow their fundamental tone from the fancies regarding the
Antichrist”, n. The following is a summary of those images and figures mentioned
in the Apocalypse that have a bearing on our theme-:

1) The beast that ascends from the bottomless pit (Rev 11:7ff) which
is to make war on the "two witnesses" who have the power to prophesy
for 1,260 days and kill them(12:3,7-8ff),

2) The creat red dragon or Satan,the Devil,"that anciemt serpent"(Rev 12:3ff).
This demoniac figure is pictured as having " gseven heads and ten horns
nd seven diadems upon his heads".It will persecute the "woman clothed
in the sun" and attempt to devour her ™ male child..who is to rule all '
rztions with a rod of iron".Michael and his angels will fight against this
ranifestation of the Evil One,the " deceiver of the whole world",and cast
it down from heaven.On the earth and in a state of anger the "great red
draren" will make war on the rest of the offspri;:g of the "woman clothed
in the sun".

3) The teast which rises out of the sea (Rev 13:1ff) which has ™ten horns and
seven heads,with ten diadems upon its horns and a blasphemous name upon its
heads.” This beast takes over the power of the "great red drapon*(2) and sits
on its throne though it has a"mortal wound" on one of its heads.Its wousd
however will be healed and the whole earth is to follow it imagining that it
is indestructible.It does in fact exercise authority for 42 months(=l,260
days ) making war on and even defeating the saints.
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l.) The beast vhich rises out of the earth(Rev 13:11ff) which has “two horns

like a lamb", speaks "like a dragon" and exercises all the authority of

the beast which arose out of the sea( 3) forcing people to worship it

by working great "signs" and deceiving many.This beast promotes the worship
of the "image" of the beast which rose out of the sea (3) and prevents all

" who do not bear the mark of the beast from buying and selling.Its nurber is

666 which is a "human number®,

5) The _ scarlet beagt full of blasphemous names on which Babylon the great

harlot is seated(Rev 17: 3ff) and which has "seven heads and ten horns".

The significance of this terrible creature is explained to the seer of
Patmos.Tt both " was and is not" and is to Mascend from tHe bottomless pit
and go to perdition".Its seven heads are *'seven hills" and/or "seven kings"
( 5 past, 1 present,l to come) while its "ten horns" are " ten kings who
have not yet received royal power,but they are to receive authority as kings
for one hour,together with the beast". The women who has "Babylon tha great,

mother of harlots and of earth's abominations" written on her forehead "is

the great city which has dominion over the kings of the earth."

Further complicating the above picture it should be noted that Rev 19:19f
mentions yet another(? or beast No 4 again) beast and its"falce prophet®,
After attempting to defeat the "Word of God" who sits on a "white horse®
with the aid of " the kings of the earth and their armies" these two are
to be ™ thrown alive into the lake of ifire that burns with brinstone™.
Finally Rev 20:1ff informs us that the Dragon or Satan (=No 2?) is to be
bound by an angel for 1,000 years after which he is to emerge from the
"oottomless pit" for " a little while" .He,along with Gog and Magog,will

surround the "camp of the saints end the beloved city" only to be consum-
~ed by heavenly fire and made to join the beast and the false prophet in
the lake of " fire and brimstone".

This highly complex apocalyptic imagery contributed a great deal to subseq-

«uent Christian { and to some extent Islamic) Antichrist speculation.Modera
exegetes using historico-critical tools,despite the fact that much in the
Apocalypse remains obscure,find reflections of the (proto~)Antichrist myth

in the Revelation of John.Though M.Rist for exmmple,thinks that the beast of
Rev 11 (= No 1) is " not an antichrist" 12. 1o does concede that the "class-

~ical antichrist tradition" is reflected in Rev chapters 13 ,16:12-16,17 and

19:19-21,For most modern Biblical scholars the Beast/Antichrist symbology in .

" the Apocalypse constitutes a kind of apocalyptic poleaic against the Roman

Empire with its pagan rites and Emperor worship.Behind the imagery surrcund-
-ing the beast with the healed wound{=lio 3)the Nero redivivus lerend can tg'enj

discerned and the name Nero Ceasar written in Hebrew/Arauaic characters(
D ; N=50,R=200, 101=6,N=50+=100+5=60,R=200) has a genatric value of

662'1’119 ngoarlet beast® of Rev 17(slo5)has similarly been identified with Rowme.




Shortly after the death of Mero {c.68,A.D.) the legend arose that ho was not
dead but alive soon to return with a Parthian army in order to take vengence
uzsn Rome (ne had friendly relations with the Parthians).This idea, the Nerg
reiiivys legend which is echoed in the ShI°T notion of the Moccultation'
(ghayba ) and eschatological reappearence of various Im¥ns and Messianic
pretenders,persisted to the end of the 1st century A.D. and beyond.It colour-
~ed,as indicated below, Jewish eschatological speculation ( refer, Sibylline
Oracles Bk.IV.lJ9-39.c.EO.A.D.?,Bk.V.28f£,361—70,c.,120.A.D.? Jand had some

PSS

icpact on Christian traditfons about the Antichrist Of particlar interest in
this ccnnection is the following passage from the pseudepigraphical work known
29 the Ascension of Isaiah or, more explicitly,part of the go-called Testament
of Fezaziah (= Asc,Isa. 3:13-4:18. lst-2nd centuries A.D.)in which Belisr the
Evil One appears as Mero the"lawless king ™ who slew his mother Agrippina in
c. 59.4.D.; ’

® And now Hezekiah and Josab{ Josiah] my son,these are the days of. the
cocpletion of the world.After it is conswmated ,Beliar the great ruler,
the king of this world,will descend,who hath ruled it since it came into
being; yea he will descend from his firmament in the likeness of a man,
2 lasless k¥ing the slaver of his mother: who himself(evon) this king will
persacute the piant which the Twelve Apostles of the Beloved have planted.
Of the Twelve one will be delivered into his hands [= Peter ? who accord-
~ing to tradition was martyred in the Neraian persecution of 64-65.A.D.).
Thnis ruler in the form of that king will come and there will come with him
all the powers of this world,and they will harken unto him in all that he
desireth.And at his word the sun will rise at night and he will make the
mcon to appear at the sixth hour.And all that he hath desired he will do
in the werld: he will do and speak like the Beloved and he vill say:"Iam
Ced and before me there hath been none." And all the people in the world
will believe in him.And they will sacrifice to him and they will serve
him saying: "This is Cod and beside him there is no other."And the greater
nuzber of those who shall have been associated together in order to receive
the Beloved,he will turn aside after him.And there will be the power of his
miracles in every city and region.And he will set up his image before him
in every city.And he shall bear s«ay three years and seven months and twenty
-seven days {—-— 1,335 days, refer Daniel 12:12 ).,And after ( one thousand)
thres hundred and thirty-two [ read, 1335 7] days the Lord will ccme with
his angels..and he will drag Beliar into Gehenna and also his amies.™

(Asc.Isa. L:l-1), 2°

Here the figure of Boliar/Nero is portraysd as both a pseudo-Christ and an
Antichrist claiming, like Nebuchadnezzar (Judith 3:8,6:12),Antiochus Epiphanes
IV (Daniel 11:36f) ,Pompay (? Ps.S01.2:28) and Caligula (Philo of Alexandris,
Legat.22,74-80,93-7) to be Divino.cf, also Ezekiel 28 and Isaish L. 10 simirap
jdeas are reflected in the "Song of the Two peoples™ of the probably 3rd century
Latin poot Com=odian (£1.¢.250-450.4.D.2) who taught that there would be two

N

Antichrists, Ya revived Nero in the West who would be killed by the final
Antichrist arising from Persia and ruling over the Jews™ ,17' and in the
writings of a number of the Church Fathers, e,

We may now quote and comment on the first and second Johannine Epistles
{written c. 100.A.D.? ) where the earliest Christian use of the term Anti-
«christ occurs.

# Children,it is the last hour; and as you have heard that antichrist
is coming,so now many antichrists have ccme;therefore we know that
it is the last hour,.Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus
is the Christ? This is tho antichrist,he who denies the Father and
the Son.. Beloved do not believe every spirit ( Vegfan) but test
the spirits to ses whether they are of God;for many false prochets
(yevSempo@dirac  )have gone out into the world.By this ycu know
the Bpirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Chriat
has come in the flesh(iveapal ) is of Cod,and every spirit which
does*not confess Jesus 1s not of God.This is the spirit of the

antichrist of which you have heard that
it wa; coming, and now it is in the world elready."(lJn 2:18,23;
'031"3 .

® For many deceivers have gone out into the world,men who will not
acknowledge the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh; such an one
is the decciver( ‘o wAdves ) and the entichrist,™(2 Jn 2:7 ).
1 Jn seems to have been born out of a dialogus batween the author's
Christocentric and moralistic interpretation of what being a true disciple
of Jesus: Christ entails and the elitist proto-gnostic orientation of pot-
—entisl and/or actual schismatics within a community over which the author
exercised or commanded some suthority.It is sssentially anti-docetic and anti-
elitist.The docetic heretics are labelled antichrists .The idea of the eschat-
-ological appearence of the Antichrist is demythologized or realized and the
jmninent return of Christ ( which the docetists can hardly have awaited since
they appear,in their pneumatic transcendentalism,to have negated the soteriol-
~ogical efficacy of the person of Jesps) is affirmed in the hope of terrifying
the Mlittle children® into a less radical but still proto-gnostic "orthodoxy".
The same concern it appears,lies behind 2 Jn which is addressed by an unknown
elder to & community referred to as "the elect lady™( v.l. ).

Richard K.Emmerson in his Antichrist in the Middle Ages writes on the later
influence of the texts from the Johannine Epistles quoted above, " These..texts
form the basis for the medieval understanding of Antichrist.They establish imp-
—ortant featurss of the Antichrist tradition by associating Antichrist with the
last days and the tims of the end..by describing the contemporary appearance of

.
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many Antickrists,and by identifying Antichrist with those who deny Christ

and with other heretics.® 19.

In 8 library of a monastery in Constantinople in 1873 a volume was discovered
containing & work known as Tha Teaching of the lord to the Centiles,through

the Twelve Arcstles or more conveniently, the Didache (= the Teaching ).It is
probably ths product of & Syrian ( or Egyptian?) Christian community being a
kind of "Church Manual™ written ( most probably) between ¢.90 and 110.A.D.The
last chapter of this manual exkorts the faithful to watchfulness and refers to
the Antichrist as the "Decaiver of the World"™:

"In the last davs of the world false prophets ard deceivers will abound..
Then the Daceiver of the Vorld will show himself,pretending to be a Son
of Cod and doing signs and wendors,and the earth will be delivered into
his hands,and he will work such wickedness as there has never been since
ths beginning.After that 2ll humankind will come up for the fiery tdal,,
And then the signs of the truth will appear..And then the whole world will
see the Lord as he comes riding on the clouds of Heaven,” 20,

The so-called Epistle of Barnsbas,which s fawof the Church Fathers regarded as
inspired and which was written sometime between 70 and 130 A.D. ,appears to refer
to the Antichrist as the ™ last great Hindrance of all", This evil power is, -
furthermore, related to the ™ fourth beast™ of Daniel 7 thus in all lildihood
alluding to the Roman Empire as the " fourth kingdom™ and that of the Antichrist
( refer Barnabas 4:1ff ), Polycarp of Smyrna (c.70~c.155.A.D.?) in his Epistle
to the Philirians (7:1ff),like the author of 1 Jn, identifies the Antichrist(s)
with those who deny the incarnation of Jesus:

® To deny that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is to be Antichrist.
To ccntradict the evidence of the Cross is to be of the devil.And to
pervert the Lord's words to suit their own wishes,by asserting that
there are no such things as resurrection and judgement,is to bs a

firct-begotton son of Satan.So let us have no moré of this nonsense
frcm thre gutter,ard these lying decctrines,and turn back again to the
Word originally delivered to us." <.

The foremcst Christian apologist of the second century, Justin Martyr (c.
100~ ¢,165.A.D.),believed that the ™ tire,two times and a half of time"(Dan
12:7) were were running on to their consummation and that the Antichrist or

- "Man of Sin®™ was already,as it were ,"8t_the door".He is to be preceeded by
false prophets who speak in the name of Christ ard appear with the ™ whole
panoply of diabolic power™, 22 Irenaeus (c.130-c.202), one time bishop of
Lyons(France),in his The Unmasking and Refutation of False Cnosis Bk, v.

gives a fairly detailed account of the caresr of the Antichrist.The Antichrist

N
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is identified with the "Man of Sin®" (2 Thess 2:3 ),various Measta" mentioned
in the Apocalypse of John, the "little horn" of Daniel (8:9),and is associated
with the "gbomination of desolation" (Dan 9:27,12:11;Mk 13:14+ parallels ).
666,the enigmatic number of the "beast™ in Rev 13: 18,is given some interest-
-ing interpretations by Irenaeus who regarded it as expressing the recapitul-
~ation of all apostasy in the Beast-Antichrist figure.Ths number is ,in cryptic
symbolic fashion, related to the age of Noah when he entered the Ark ( 600) and
the dimensions of Nebuchadnezzar's golden image ( £0X6 cubits,refer Dan 2:3ff).
By gematria the number was . made to yleld (1) Evanthags,(2) Lateinos and (3)
Teitan.Of these three possibilitios Irenacus regarded the second as a quits
probable solution since,signifying the Roman Empire,it coineides with the nare
of the "fourth kinpdom™ seen by Daniel.He himself preferred however,the third
possibility,namely Teitan ,in part because it is a human name belonging to

a tyrant (Adv,Haer.V.30),Whatever may prove to be the name of the Antichrist he
is to establish himself in Jerusalem and reign for 31/2 years.As intimated in
Jeremiah 8:16 and in the light of the absence of the tribe of Dan among the -
tribes listed in Rev 7:5f,the Antichrist is to be of Jewish Danite stock.This
association of the Antichrist with the tribe of Dan appears to have its origin
in Judaism ( refer,Tegt, XII.Pat. Tost.Dan 5-7 where the prince of the tribe of
Dan is identified with Satan/Beliar,ete, cf.also Jud.18:30,1 Kings 12:29).1t

is & notion that was repeated by many of the Church Fathers who found OT warrant
for it g ( among other texts) Gen..9:17,Deut.33:22 and ( as mentioned) Jer.
8:16 ., “°

Tertullian of Carthage (c.160-c.220.A.D.) it has been said, " added a new
dimension to patristic thought when he applied the term antichrist to any heretic
or rebell against Christ ( Adv.Marcion 5.16; De Praescr.Haer.4...)" 2. though
he did distinguish these Mantichrists" from the eschatological Antichrist,Like
Irenasus he identified the Antichrist with the "Man of Sin™ and the "Reast (s}
of the Apocalypss (ibid) He is to appear just befors the resurrection,persecute
the church and precipitate the emergence of a second company cf maytyrs.(0n
the Resurrection 25f;Scorpiace 12 ).Hippolytus of Rome (d.c.235.A.D.) cozposed a
a fairly lengthy Treatise on Christ and Antichrist addressed to a certain Theo-
"~philus.This treatise,which was written around 200,A.D., constitutes ™ the most
complete summary of early patristic tradition on the final eneny of man," 28
In it the representation of Antichrist as a pseudo-Christ is dealt with in detail,
"For the deceiver seeks to liken himself in all things to the Son of God"™( Ch.é).
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24.

As the satanic image or counterpart of Chri.st the Antichrist is to be a
circuncised Jew who builds a temple in Jerusalem; a "“wolf in sheep's cloth-
-ing" wro sends out false apostles among the nations.He is to come from the
tribe of Dan as Christ came from the tribe of Judah- Hippolytus quotes Deut.
33:22 and Gen.49:7 (cf. above) in this connection and goes on to apply other
" OT texts to the Antichrist (e.g. Isa.10:12-17,1}:4-21,Ezek. 28:2~10),The imagery
in Daniel chapters 2 and 7 has a mystical meaning and is prophetic( Ch.23 ).
Tre "little horn™ is Antichrist and the "stone™ that smites the earth is Christ,
For Hippolytus the two beasts of Rev.chapter 13 symbolize the Roman Empire and
the kingdom of the Antichrist respectively- the two lamblike horns of the second
beast represent Antichrisi and his false prophet.As regards the number of the
beast,he,like Irenaeus, mentions the words Teitan, Evanthus and Latinus under-
~lining the latter and associating it with tho "power of the Latins", Such are
a few of the details which may be gleaned from Hippolytus! treatise On Christ
and Antichrist. 26

The erudite Origen (c.185-c.254 ) did not,it seems,have a great deal to say
about the Antichrist.He did however, apply the idea to both his own and eschat-
—ological times.The Antichrist is both the wicked king mentioned in Daniel 8:23f
and the Pauline "{an of Sin™ (II Thess 2:3 )as well as any heresy or falsity
professing to belong to Christ (Apainst Celsus VI.ALf,Comm.ger 33,42ff).Cyprian
(c.200-c.258 ) held similar views.He made a list of heretics and schismatics whom
he believed to be antichrigts at the same time holding the view that Antiochus
EpiphanesIV was a type of the Antichrist still to come (Ep 69.5;70.3.,Treatise

addressed to Fortunatus,1l ).

The subject ofthe Antichrist and related questions are dealt with by Victore '
-inus bishop of Pettau (d.c.304.A.D. ) in his extant "Commentary on the Apocale
-3rse.The many details given in this commentary cannot be set down though it
may be noted that he saw in the 'black horse" of Rev.6:6 a sign of the famine
to come during the days of the Antichrist when all shall suffer or be injured.
The " anrel..with the seal of the living God"(Rev 7:2 )is none other than Elijah
the precursor of the Antichrist.In fact,it may be added here,many of the Church
Fathers neld the belief that Enoch and Elias,the ™wo witnesses"(Rev 11:3ff ef.

. Gen 5:21,,2Kings 2:11,Mal 4:5 ),are to return in the last days and preach against
the Antichrist for 31/2 years or 1,260 days.They are to suqeed in converting some
Jews and fres scme souls from the evil of the Antichwist( cf.2Z0ch,12:10,Rev, 12:6)
but are to be killed by the Wicked One{Rev 11:7) only to receive their place among
the saints in heaven(Rev ll:ll-lz).z" For Victorinus the "two witnesses" are
to preach for 3t/2 ( literal ) years after which, but before the onset of the

"last time", the Kingdom of the Antichrist is to be set up for 31/2 (litersl)
years.As regards the identity of the Antichrist,he is the "beasiMof Rev 11:11f
and was awong the Ceasars.He will spring from the Mgreat red drarcn"mentiored in
Rev 11:3f which is Rome: " Hisseven heads were the seven kings of the Romans,
of whom also is antichrist.™ (XII.3 ).The first "beast™ mentioned in Rev.l3 is
the kingdom that will exist in the tims of the Antichrist.By gematria 666 is
once again made to yield the number of the Antichrist,Teitan and Antezos are
two possibilities but the Latin antiphrass DICLUX stands for the Antichriet.za'

Lactantius (c,259-330.A.D.)in his doctrinal treatise the Divine Institutes
( written c.310.A.D.) chapters 14~2, summarized his views sbout the ages of the
world,the defeat of two gntichrists and the coming of the l;ilhniu.l kingdon
as did Cyril of Jerusalem(c.315-c,386)in his XVth Catechetical Lecture.Cyril
taught that,

" At a moment when the Chruch and state are raralyssd by disunity,.Antie
~christ will first restore unity to the state.Then he will attach all
Jewry to his person,and in that he will be accepted as Messiah.Having
obtained such an ascendency as no previous emperor ever had,he will
reveal himself in his true colours,and the Church will undergo its
final trial till rescued by the second coming of the Saviour." 29.

Hilary of Poitiers( ¢.300-c.368) was apparently the first of the fathers
to link the corrupt Christian priesthood with the Imtichrist.ao‘ While Ambrose
of Milan(c.340-c.397) repeated many of the views regarding the Antichrist noted
below ( such as his coming from the tribe of Dan )he,in the course of commenting
on Luke 21:20, spoke of three Antichrists-: (1) The coming "™an of Sin" who will
sit in the Jewish Temple, (2) The author of the latter's evil,the Devil,and (3)
Arius or Sabellius and their like who endoavour to mislead the {aithful through
the erronsous interpretation of Scripture. 3L .

A number of Homilies on the Antichrist have been attributed to the great, Syrian
exegete Ephraem Syrus (¢,306-373.A.D.) . The authenticity and dating of apocalyptie
Sermons handed down under his name in Syriac,Greck,Latin and other languages is a
matter of considerable acholarly dobate.32' He Appears to have been particularely
anxious about the imminent appearence of ‘the Kntlehrtat. and to have expected the
breakup of the Roman Empire to be & prelude to the emergence of the "Man of Sin%,
The beginning of the barbarian migrations and the"™invasion of the eastward
regions of the Roman Empire by the Huns (= Gog and Magog)™ provide the historical
events round which,in part,{pseudo-] Bphraim's eachatological speculations
revolve.33 It must suffice here to note that the Antichrist predictions conilined
in the Homilies and Sermons attributed to Ephmem found their way ( being somewhat
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zcdified) into traditions( ahadTth) sttributed to Muhammad and the Imams and

the writings of Islaxic apoc.:alypticists and theolog.:\ans (i.e. the notion that
the Antichrist/Dai'il would appear in Khurdsdn ,Epkrem’s Choras(en)‘o; see below)
and to quote from a pseoudo-Ephraemic(in part?) WSermon on the End of the

World™:

® When the Rozan Empire begins to be consumed by the sword,the coming
of the Evil one is at hand.It is necessary that the world come to an
end at the completicn of the Roman Empire.In those days two brothers
[ Valertinian {364-375) and Valens (364-378)?] will come to the Roman
ezpire who will rule with one mind; but because one will surpass the
other,there will be a schism between them.And so the Adversary will
be loosed and will stir up hatred between the Persian and the Roman
enpires.In those days many people will rise up against Rome; the
Jewish people will be her adversaries..m 3k
Sulpicus Severus {c.353~-c.420) ,the friend and biographer of Martin of Tours,
the Fatrer of Western Monasticism, attributes to his saintly master(d.c.397)
sode interesting speculations regarding the Antichrist.In his Dialopues (1.41)
we are led to understand that there will be two Antichrists, (1) Nero *who
will rule the western region after subduing ten kings" and force the worship
of pazan idols upon the people and(2) the Antichrist proper who,after soizing
the Eastern (Rozan) Empire will make Jerusalem the capital of his kingdom.The
Antichrist furthermore,will set himself up as the Anointed One (Messiah) and
persecute in the sense of compelling people to deny that Christ is God and
foreing them to be circumcised in accordance with the Jewish Law.In blasphem-
~ous parallel to the conception of Christ the Antichrist will be ™conceived
by an evil spirit" and be destroyed by Christ at his gecond coming.Indeed,
St.Martin actually seems to have believed that the Antichrist was a child

already born who would seize the empire when he comes of age. 35.

Jeroms ( 3L7-L20) regarded the "most wicked™ Antiochus Epiphanes as a type
of the Antichrist and thought that Jeremiah 9:14-16 predicted the puni shment
of the Jews for preferring Antichrist to Christ{ D Anti.in Dam{ CCL}75A 91k
In Hier.rrorh.11.78.2 ).He imagined,in the light of the numerous apocalptic
condeznations of the evil Babylon,that,though the Man of Sin is to be born &
Jew, this city would be the birthplace of the Antichrist (De Anti.in Dan 75A
' 918).0n the basis of Luke 10:13,15,it might be noted here,it was also imagined
that the Antichrist would be born in Chorozaim,reared in Bethsaida and rule in
Caperraun( refer, Pseudo-Methodius 14 ). 36 ' .

Such,in brief,are some of the ideas of a few of the more important Church
Fathers with respoct to the Antichrist.The need for brevity and the ccrrlexity
of the subject has made selectivity desirable,The aforementioned patristic
speculations were greatly systematised and elabourated in the Middle Ages and
continued to be influential into the Renalssance and beyond.As is well known,
from the thirteenth century onwards " a radically differcnt view of the
Antichrist developed that identified him with a specific pope or political
figure or with other opponents of the particular writer,heretic or reforxer.® 3.
No attempt will be made here to summarize the countless medieval and later
Christian speculations regarding the Antichrist.We turn now to an examination
of certain apocalyptically oriented expressions of the physiognomic character-
~igtics of the Antichrist in various Christian and other writings.

Physiognomic descriptions of the Antichrist which seem to draw on ancient
Jewish and pagan physiognomic literature and serve the purpose of warning men
by setting down his supposed physical characteristics are to be found in a wide
range of Christian texts( a number of them forming part of the pseudepi graphicq.l
Elijah and Daniel cycles)extant (sometimes fragmentarily and in several recensions)
in a variety of languages (i.e. Latin,Greek,Coptic,Syriac,Ethiopic,Armenian and
Arabic),Not all these texts,a number of which will be set out below,have points of
literary dependence if they have them at all.The portraits of the Antichx:ist found
in Christian texts from perhaps the 3rd century A.D. onwards form the literary topos
which lies behind the traditional Islanic physiognomic descriptions of the Daiial
{ ses further below)just as the views of the Church Fathers about the Antichrist
influenced Islamic literaturos.

The most ancient extant physiognomic description of the Antichrist is
found in the 31d century fragmentary Christian pseudepigraphon the Coptic Elijah
Apocalypss (= 1 Elijah ).Perhaps based on an earlier Jewish work composed in
Egypt in the first century B.C. its detalled 3rd chapter contains legends about
the Antichrist. 8¢ His description is as follows: '

® He is mwhat..ybung,thin—legged,while on the front of his head is & place

(lock) of white hair,.His eyebrows reach even to his ears,whils leprosy
scales are on his hands," 37.

A Similar,though probably unrelated,physiognomic description of the Antichrist,

. again attributed to Elljah,is found in a Greek MS the text of which was first
printed by F.Nau in the Journal Asistique (XI.9(1917),p.k54). %" We learn from
this brief text that the Antichrist is to have a head like a flame of fire,

‘e right-eye mixed with blood or glad (?),double pupils in the left eye,'’" white
oyelids, a large lower 1ip ,a thin right thigh and broad feet.'% :




The docuzent known as the Testament of the lord (3rd-5th cent.AD.?) purports
to give the instructicns of the Risen Christ to his disciples and contains an
epocalyptic discourse (3rd cent.A.D?). In several Syriac and other versions of
this werk— which formed part of the Clementine Octateuch of the Syrian Churchee
wo Jind some interesting physiognomic descriptions of the Antichrist that appear
to be related to the Greek Elijah fragment mentioned above.One Syriac version
(Caxb.Univ.Lib, Cod.Add 2918 ) has been translated by J .P.Arendzen; the section
of interest reads as follows:

" Concerning the Son of Perdition ‘he says: Those are the signs of his
likeress: His head a flame of fire and his right eye mixed with blood
and the left one has two pupils and his eyebrows white and his lower
1ip larger than its fellow and his right thigh small and his feet broad
and his]‘%ittle finger large as a sickle,that is the aickle of devastate
-ion,™ 7.

Physiognomic details supplied by other Syriac MSS and versions may be
tabulated as follows [ v = a physiognomic characteristic mentioned; X =
not mer.ticned].u"

Descrirtion of _Sgiacl‘s‘ ' §zz_-iac“6’ (Latin l‘:; Ethiogig"s'

Antichrist, Test, Dom,a, Test. Dom,b, - Test. Do Test,Dom,
Lod,Irev, in Gal.

Head:a {laze of fire v 14 14 IR 4

R,Eve:mixed with

biced, 14 v 14 14

L . Fre:glad or:
iight blue
{Lt.57e:green ]
Lt.Eve: 2 pupils

Exes: cat-like
(gall-cclour)

Srebrews:white
Erelashes:white
Lewer lip:large
R..Thizh :thin

Rt Foot _&Shins:thin
Feat :broad
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v(larger)
v 14
X 1’4
14 v
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Wa now turn to another series of texts resembling in their physiognomic desecrip-
~tion of the Antichrist those tabulated above,namely the various versions of the so-
~called Tiburtine Sibyl and a few related texts.The original Greek Tiburtine Sibyl(Z)
(whic.hv is lost) was probably composed between c.378-390.A.D. and appears to have been
.partly based on Egyptian apoéalyptic themss (cf. 1 Elijanh quoted above)."q’ It was

Afo

" intended as a response to the military disaster of Adrianople(378) whers

the Emperor Valens had been killed by the Got.hs",m ° was soon translated

into Latin ( W2 which is lost)and survives in several Greek MS8cormposed in
Phoenecia around 500 A.D.{ the so-called Oracle of Baalbeck) as well as

a number of 16th-11th century Latin MSS( Wl etc ). ° 1. None of the surviving
Greek or Latin forms of ths Tiburtine Sibyl contain the physiognomic descripte
-ion of the Antichrist though certain Ethiopic and Arabic texts provide us with
such portraits.These latter texts may again be tabulated: >2°

Description of Ethiopico3® Arabic®®* Garshuni®™ Arabic5®* Aravic 57°

Antichrist, Tib.Sibyl, Sibyl, Sibyl, Tib,Sibyl. Tib.Sibyl.
Head:large v v v v X
Neck:narrow v v thick v v
Hairs: few X X plentiful X
Arms:long 14 14 4 v v
Fingers:short v 4 twisted v 14 !
Eyes: X strong ¢ shining,  1in eyes '
like light stc, light ,etec,
of sun
Rt.Eye: mixed v X X X X
with blood
Lt Eye:glad:
or light blue v X X X
Eyes:other X Rt.eye: 1t.eye: Rt.Eye: X
very blue in it a in it a
in pupil spot, sign.

writing = This ig the false Messish,

In connection with the above (two) tabulations,M.E.Stons and J.Strugnell
in their collection The Books of Elijah Parts 142 ( which I have drawn on in
reproducing the above tabulations )also note the physiognomic descriptions of
the Antichrist contained in the Ethiopic Apocalipse of Baruch ( 5 Baruch, a
medieval reworking of 4 Baruch extant only in Ethiopic) and in a related
“Ethiopic Wisdom Sibyl",These two texts both represent the Antichrist as having

his right eye mixed with blood (cf.above) and a thin right foot.>®*

Not to be confused with the canonical Apocalypse of John there exists a

Greek Apocalypse of [Pseudo-]John which probably dates from the 5th cent.A.D.”‘

It is a product of Eastern Christendom and appears to draw on the writings of
Ephxpu.Arrangsd in question and answer form this Apocalypse gives a fairly




. 30.

detailed account of eschatological event‘s and purports to be a post~
resurrection discourse of Christ.Sometimes referred to as the Revelation
of the Holy Theclosian John it contains the following physiognomic
description of the Antichrist:

"And sgain I said, "0 lord,what will take place after this?" And

I heard a volce saying to me, "Hear,0 righteous John,at that

time the Denier shall b2 manifest,the one banished in darkness,

the cne called Antichrist.™ And again I said, "Lord,reveal to me
what he is like.™ And I heard a voice saying to me, ™ The appear-
-ence of his face is gloomy[ or dus}:y],his hair like the points

of arrows; his {eyelbrows rough{ or like a wild beast's];his right
e7e as the rising morning star and the left like a lion's.His
mouth is a cubit wide, his teeth a span in length,his fingers are
like sickles.His footprints are two cubits long,and on his forehead
is the writing, 'The Antichrist?.He will be lifted up to heaven and
he will be brought down to the Abyss,working falsehood." 60,

This interesting description of the Antichrist apparently exists in
geversl Arabic MSS, It should be noted that a number of the Antichrist's
features mentioned in it correspond with those mentioned in both Sunnl and
ShI°T  traditions sbout the Iniial ( see below).A strikingly similar descre’
-iption of the Antichrist is contained in the Acocalyvss of Ezra (Greek
Esdras) & "rather late" ( 6th-8th cent.A.D.?)pseudepigraphon apparently
extant in only two MSS, 61. A.Walker's translation of the passage of
interest here from one of the MSS (Paris gr.929 f.510-32)reads as follows:

MAnd they [Michael and Cabriel] took me to the north [ of Tartarus]}
and I saw there a man bound with iron chains.And I asked:Who is this?
And he said to me:This is he who said I am the Son of God,that made
stones bread,and water wine,And the prophet said:My Lord let me know
what is his form,and I shall tell the race of men,that they may not
believe in him.And he said to me: The form of his countenance is like
that of a wild beast; his right eye like the star that rises in the
porning,and the other without motion; his mouth one cubit; his teeth
span lorgz [1 span long] ;his fingers like scythes[ sickles];the track
of his feet two spans; and in his face an inscription, Antichrist.He
kas been exalted to heaven;he shall go down. to Hades [cf.Matt 11:23).
At one time he shall become a child;at anotherégn old man,, and no
one believes him that he is my beloved Son,," Y<¢

Several texts belonging to the pseudepigraphical Daniel cycle give us yet
further physiognomic descriptions of the Antichrist:such peeudo-Daniel
‘Apocalypses being extant in Greek,0ld Church Slavonic,Arpenian,Coptic,
Arabic,Persian,Serbian and Russian,An eclectic Greek text of a"Byzantine
Daniel Avocalypse™ has been edited and translated( into German) by Klaus
Berger. 3+ The 11th chapter {verses 17-26) of this Daniel Apocalypse (part
of its eschatological section that may date back to the 4Lth-5th century A.D.

in its original form—the current form being 9th century A.D.) which has
much to say sbout the Antichrist describes his appearence thus:

" .17 Es wird aber die HShe seiner Statur zehn Ellen betraren{Heisht/
Stature:10 Flls }.18 Und die Haare seines Hauptes kommen herab bis
zu seinen Fifen{ Lenpth of Hair: reaching the feet}.19 Er wird dreische
~eitelig sein( die Fingerspitzen behaart){ Hair: 3 tufts spiked like
fingertips).20 Die Spur seiner Fife betrigt drei Ellen{ Span of Feet:
Ells .21, Seine Augen sind wie der Stern,der in der Fruhe aufpeht
fExes: like the rising morning star}.22, Und seine Zihne sind im oberen
Teil aus Eisen|[Tecth: upper part of iron) 23.Und der untere Teil der
Wange ist hart wie Diumant,(cﬁeeks:lower, hard like diamond }.2,. Sein
rechter Arm ist aus Eisen und scin limker von Kupfer[ Rt.Arm:made of
iron;Lt.Arm: made of Copper].25. Die linke Hand ist drei Ellen lang und
seino Rechte vier Eillcmtl It.Hand: 3 Ells ; Rt.Hand: 4 BElls ].26 &r
ist grofiuplg,grofnasig [Eves:large;Nose:large).27, Auf seine Stirn
schraibt er drei Buchstaben:([MS5S] HS a.t.ch.,nidmlich: Antichrist| Insc-
eription on Forehead: 3 letters ( a.t.ch) signifying Antichrist].." B,

Finally,but by no means exhaustively,reference may be made in connection
with Christian physiognomic descriptions of the Antichrist to the Seventh
Vision of Daniel (5th-7th cent.A.D.?)which is extant only in Armenian. 6.
The Antichrist is described as follows:

"His knees are unbending,he is crippled in his eyes,with wide eyebrows,
crooked{ sickle] fingered,with a pointed head,gracious,boastful,wise,
sweet in laughter,visionary,clever,sober,gentle,mild,worker of signs,
bringing close to him the souls of the corrupt,bringing forth bread
from stones [making] the blind to ses,the lame to walk,he will move
mountains from place to place.." 66.

Brief notice may now be giventthose neo-Hebraic Apocalyptic texts that
include descriptions of the Y"Anti-Messiah, Important in this respect
is the neo-Hebraic Apocalypse of Elijah( 2 Elijah)which,though apparently
preserving early traditions. and clogely related to the abovementioned
Coptic Elijsh Apocalypse (1 Elijah),hardly dates as far back as 250,A.D.
as ‘H.Buttemveiser suggested, 7. Extant in Rabbinic Hebrew it "purports
to be a revelation by Michasl to Elijah on Mt Carmel ™ 68. and teaches that
before the advent of the Messiah whose name is Winon an Anti-Messiah will
appear who will subdue the world and persecute Isracl.The latterts descrip-
«tion is as follows:

® These will be his signs on which Daniel gazed: his face will be long;
a bald spot will be between his eyes;his stature will be very tall;
the solg; of his feet will be high(? broad) and his legs will be .
thin,®» 7. . .
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According to )I.Buttanweisex;’such descripticns of the Madversary of the Mossiah®
are a " conventional feature of a great number of Neo-Hebrew apocalypses.” 70.
They are indeed not only to be found in 2 Elilah but also for example, in the
Book of Zerubabbel (Sepher Zerubabbel), the Signs of the Messiah (Otot Mashl'ah),
the Praver (Tefillat ) and Mrsteries of Simeon ben Yoha.i ( Nistarot de-Rabbi
Sizecn ben Yohai) ,the Midrash Va-Yosha, the Chaﬁers on the Messiah (Pirkei ha
Fashi’sh ) and the Persian Apocalypse of Daniel. In most of these texts the
szti—-‘!e;sia.h is named Armilus which is perhaps derived from Romulus ( along with
Rezus the founder of Rome) or a corruption of the name of the Evil One in Zorcast~
-rianisa, Angra-Mainyu or Ahriman (Gie=Apy#aves ), ™ This figure is mentioned
in the Taryumim (Ps—Jon. Isa.ll:4 and Targ.Jer. Deut 34:3 ) and in Saadiah Gaon's
Ezmot ve-De'ot ( apparently influenced by the Book of Zerubabbel),The legends
assoclated with Armilus cannot be sketched in detail here ( they probably originated
in the early Caonic period ) though it may be noted that this Anti-Messiah is to
kill the Messiah ben Joseph and himselfl be defeated and slain by the Messiah ben
David ( at least in a number of the texts mentioned above ). 72

The Book of Zerubabbel,which was probably composed early in the 7th cent.A.D,

( there is no mention of Islam ), describes various visions of Zerubabbel{ the
last Davidic ruler) who was taken in spirit to Ninevah where he witnessed the
events of the latter days. 7. In this spocalyptic work the evil Armilus is
rerresented as having hair 1ike gold with two spikey tufts(?), sunken or
deep~set eves one span apart and arms reaching down to his feet. The The

description in the Signs of the Messiah,which sets down ten occurances that

" foreshadow the imminent appearences of the Messiah" ,75 * is similar,Armilus,known

to the gentile naticns as Antichrist ,will be 12 Ells in heipht or statuk;have
baiz like gold with two spikey tufts(?),eyes both red,sunken,and a spam apart,and
large(?) yellowish-green feet (?), 76. Again,in the Midrash Va-Yosha the Anti-

Messiah has & metallic forehead(?), is bald-headed with one large and one small

&ve,posessed of 8 maimed or short( 1 handbreadth) right arm but a leit arm that

is 21/2 ells long,and deaf in one ear. . The following passage is a tranee
~lation of soms of the details about -Armilus and his appearance in the Chapters

on the Mesaiah:

" They tell that in Rome there is a marble statue of a beautiful maiden,
fashioned not by human hand but by the Holy One blessed be He,who
created it in His might,The wicked of the nations of tho world,the
sons of Belial,come and warm her and lie with her,and He preserves
their seed within the stons from which He creates a being and forms
it into a child,whereupon she splits asunder and there issues from
her the likeness of & man whose name is the Satan,Armilus,whom the

Gentiles call Antichrist.He is 12 cubits tall and two cubits
broad,there is a span between his eyes which are crooked and
red,his hair is golden-coloured, the soles of his feet are
green,and he has two heads." 78.

Finally,but by no means exhaustively, we are informed in the Persian
Apocalypse of Daniel of an unamed Armilus type Anti-Messiah who is to
unite with Gog and Magog,subdue the world,and persecute Israel, 79‘He
is no less than 100 cubits (ells ) 11 spans tall, has hair on his face
and a mouth one span in width, :

A number of attempts have been made to trace the origins of such physiognonmic
descriptions of the Antichrist/Anti-Messiah as have been outlined above. 8)“I't.
appears that this literary topos is complex in origin and has pre-Christian roots.
Biblical and post-Biblical apocalyptic symbolism have obviously contributed to
it.In particular descriptions of angels,mythical beasts and demons have made their
mark for the Evil Antichrist has supernatural powers ( especially as pseudo-Christ)
yot is essentially demoniac in nature, 82, The influence of images found in the
Biblical books attributed to Daniel and John (the Apocalypse) should not be overe
=looked.The following texts in Daniel deserve mention~:(1) 2:31f which describes
the massive "image" seen by Nebuchadnezzar and the metals and clay which compose
dt(cf, 3:1f where the golden image made by Nebuchadnezzar is éX 6 cubits ), (2)

4:33 where we are informed that Nebuchadnezzar, driven from amongst men,grew
"hair,.gs long as eagles feathers" and “nails,.like bird's claws" (3) 7:7f,19f,
here the fourth beast has " great iron teeth™and reference is made to the "“horn®
with eyes ™ 1like the eves of a man™ and a mouth that "spaaks great thinga®”,Similar
imagery ( cf. below) is found in the Apocalypse; note particularly the description
of thelocusts™in Rev 9:7f and the complex beast imagery in chapters 11-13 and 17,
The nature of the Antichrist's eye/s and skin,etc., it might also be mentioned
here, may in parr. be rooted in or related to the leprous/skin diseases described
in Leviticus 13,Mso worth rioting is the suggestion that the notion of the ‘one~
~syed Antichrist ( important in Islamic descriptions of the Dajjal,see below )
derives from Zechariah 11:7 (note also the withered arm ): 8.

" Woe to my worthless ahepherd,wh& deserts the flock!
May the Lord smite his right arm and his right eye!
"Let his arm be utterly withered,
his right eye utterly blinded! *

. Of considerable importance in relation to the roots of the portraits of
the Antichrist are the extant physiognomic and the related chiromantic and ast-
~rological texts ( though they do not contain portraits of the Antichrist/Anti-
Mossiah ) which form part of the heritage of Jewish mysticism ( cf. also the
texts representative of M or "Dimensions of the Deity® wsticim)




Pelated to or to soms extent lying behind the Jewish physiognomic

literature are ths Creek and Latin physiognomic texts representative

of a "science™ of considerable antiquity and believed to have been

founded bty Pythagoras or ( azmong cthors) Hippocrates and which also

threw light on the physiognomic descriptions of the Antichrist. 86.

A curious cryptographic Qumran text the quintessence of which " is

that man's moral and spiritual qualities can be defined through an
exanination of the size and shape of his thighs,toes,fingers,hair,eyes,
beard,teeth and height® 87'(&0 186) and the so-called Messianic Horo-
-zzzze (LQ Mess Ar )found in the same cave along the shores of the Dead

Sea which " gppears to fortell the physical appearence and character of

ths future., royal Messiah® 8. ( he is to have red hair like the Dajj.g

in certain Sunni traditions{ cf.below] and a birth-mark on his thigh{cf,
Mutammadts lump-like "seal of prophethood"] )may throw light on the kind

of arcane speculation that led to the physiognomic descriptions of the
stichrist.J, Rosenstipnl has discussed the possible relationship bef.ween
portraits of Caligula (d.c.41.A.D. ) in Seneca's De Constantia (Bk.XVIII,1)
and in Suetonius' Caligula (in The Lives of the Ceasars,Bk,IV.50 ) 89. and
those of the Antichrist and K.Berger,in the same connection,has drawn atten~
~tion to the portraits in Sidonius! FEvpistle to Anpricola (Ep.I.2,2. ef. his
FParemric in Ronsur of Mairianus,235f ) and in a version of the Life of
90

Alevander.”™* The actual physical characterists of anti-Jewish/Christian rulers,
invaders and individuals along with the way they were pictured in terms of the
ancient physiognomic traditions must also be taken into congideration in the
attempt to fathom the roots of the characterists of the Man of Sin as drawn in
Jewish,Christian  and,it might be added,Islimic apocalyptic. % In order to
sun up ( at least in part) we may quote M.E.Stone, " Thus,it seems that in
giving the physiognomic deseriptions of the Antichrist,these later apocalypses
are combining two old traditions, that of the physiognomic literature and that
of the Antichrist,n 9% ‘

“rile apocalyptic Antichrist speculation continued to flourish s "Christian .
circles at . the time of and subsequent to'the risé of Islam ( which religious
‘phenhcn:enon was itself in various ways regarded as a manifestation of the Antichrist)
the Christian and other Antichrist traditions,including elements of the physiognome
~ic portraits,were assimilated into Islamic eschatology. 3. Though tha Antichrist
figure as the Dait3l does nct appear in the Qur'an a great many traditions about
biz were attributed to the Prophet Muhammad and the ShI°T Imms.A perusal of Sunnl
and $hT°T books or collections of traditien (shadIth) and of Qur'anic commentaries
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and works of theology,not Lo mention the apocalyptic( Malzhim ) texts and
popular legendslillustratexthat,as the Prophet was believed.to have put it,
Y"Between the creation of Adam and the coming of the last hour there is no more
serious matter than the dajjal,” h- In SunnI books of tradition the Proget is
accredited with having taught that all the past prophets warned the people of
the coming of the Dajial adding that he had a new teaching concerning him;

that is, that the Dailal unlike God,would be‘one-eycd’( see further below). 95.
It is of course extremely unlikely, in the light of the early proliferation

and acceptance of "Isra'Iliyyat®( scriptural and haggadic materials transmitted
by Jews and Christians) 95 by Muslims that the Prophet himself added the latter
detail to the physiognomic portrait of the Antichrist — we have seen that a good
many pre-Islamic Christian traditions have something to say sbout the peculiar
nature of the Antichristsleft or right eye or eyos.Indeed,the Islamic tradition
that all past prophets warned the people about the coning of the Antichrist /
_@fg may ba taken to be a velled acknowledgement on the part of early Muslins

that certain Antichriut/DnnSl traditions were taken over from the Pecple of the
Book. !

The word da}jal may be of Syriac origin.Tt has been thought to derive from
the Syriac adjective dappala ( = liar. ) which came to be used as an Arabic
substantive denoting the IslSmic "Antichrist®; the Peshitta or revised form
of the Syriac Bible ( the Scripture of Syrian Christianity) translates yevSo -
=XP(OTOL (= pgeudo/false Christs ) at Matt 2:2l by meshihs darril. I0*Neither
the Syriac dapgald in itself signifies the Antichrist nor is the Arabic da+izl
used exclusively for the Islamic Antichrist.In Islamic eschatology daiial can
mean simply "false teacher® and the Islamic Antichrist is occasionally referred
to as g-l(a(.!c.i'a'b,"the Liar" .In some writings the more complete expression
al-Yash al-Dajjdl denotes the Islamic Antichrist( cf.the Syriac meshitd de-
dhaggalfi'th'i ) 97 the nature and career of whom may now be briefly(and income
pletely)sketched, 98. .

As indicated,a great many of the features of the career of the Islimic
Antichrist are rooted in Christian and Jewish Antichrist/Anti-Messiash spec~
-ulations.Like the Christian Antichrist the Dajiial is an eschatological enemy
of God and the peoplc whose appeargnce is one of the most important signs of
the last days or the "Hour",We have noted below that the Syrian Father Ephraem
thought ,apparently after the invasion of the Huns,that the Antichrist would appe
~ear in Choras(en)s (= Khurasan)and that Jerome believed that he would be born
in Babylon.Islamic tradition similarly,like also the Eastern Christian apocaly-
~ptic text Pseudo-Methodius which has it that a Mson of destruction” will come ,
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frem Chorase(= Khurasan),ircludes speculations as to the birthplace or place
of the arrearence of the Naifhl.Xhurasan in both Sunni and ShI°T eschatology
is ir fast singled out as beinz the place where the Daijal as well as the
¥areY or twelfth ImIr/ Qafim will appear though otner places are mentioned as
well,One well known Sunni tradition has it that Abu Bakr reported the Prophet
as having said that " the Daj‘al would come forth from & land in the East
called Fhurasan " and be ™ followed by peoples whose faces resemble shields
covered with skin®. 99. Another Sunnl tradition holds that "He will come forth
on a rcad between Syria and al-Iraq and do mischief right and left." loo‘A.J.

Wensinck summarizing Sunni traditions in this connection writes,

n[A1-laii131)..14ke the eschatological tyrant of the 0ld Testament,will

coze from a remcte region,not the north,but from some region in the

east(Ton Madia,Fitan,bab 33), from Khurasin( Ibn Hanbal,i.4,7.) or

Isfardn( Ion Hanbal,iii.22,;vi.75)." 101. .
A.Abel refers to an apocalypse entitled Shang al-Ghuvub which also associates
the rising place of the Daiidl with Khurasan which,it must be remembered,was:
a region associsted with the rise of the ®pbbasids. As Ephraem associated the
rising place of the Antichrist with Chorase in connection with the Huns so too
t appears,did some early Muslims associate the Dajial with Khurasan in connect—
~icn with the rise of the ( at one time pro-_&lﬁoi ) Sabbasids. A nurber of
IsiZzic traditions about the Daij3l like certain Christian speculations about
the Antichrist were born out of concrete historical experiences._s_hioi eschatol-
-ozy and Messianism is to a considerable extent conditioned by frustrated
religio-political hopes and millenial expectations shattered or delayed ' by
such events as the crushing defeat of Husayn at Karbila (c.680.A.D.),the
quietisn of the Izams after Kusayn ,md'the supposed occultation of the twelfth
I=a= or Al-Q3'in bitl-tihad ( the expected deliverer who will arise to carry
out the eschatological holy war and establish univex'sal‘ Shifism ).102‘

The Dajizl, born in the east or some other remote region, will prove unsgble
to either enter or capture lMecca or Medina which will be subject to miraculous
protection— in ShI°T sources Mecca is the place where the Mahdl wdll proclaim
his ::zi.ssiorx.m3 * The following Sunnl traditions express this conviction:

" The Messiah ({.e. the Daiial ) will come from the East making for

Medina and will alight behind Uhud,but the angels will then turn
his face towards Syria and he will perish there." 10%4,

"The terror of the Antichrist will not enter Medina,which will on
that day have seven gates with two angels at each gate." 105,

The Christian Antichrist,as we have seen, has frequently teen represented

as a pseudo~Christ.Aspects of his career mirror for evil reasons and with
evil results the circumstances and ministry of Jesus.Like scme representat-
-ions of Armilus the Jewish Anti-Messiah the Islamic representation of the
powers and career of the Dajjal 4s at times coloured by the pseudo-Christ
aspect of the Antichrist tradition.Just as Christ performed miracles so will
the Dajjal whose paradise will be hell and whose hell will be paradise.He will
raise or appear to be capable of resurrecting the dead and command the elements:

e will come to people and sumron them to believe in him.

He will give command to the sky and it will give rain and

to the earth and it will produce crops.Then in the evening

their pasturing animals will come to them with their (humps

as high as possible;their udders full of milk,and their

flanks distended.He will come to people and sumron them,but

they will reject what he says so they will leave him.In the

morning they will be destitute,posessing none of their prop—

-erty.He will pass the waste land and tell it to bring forth

its treasures,and its treasures will follow him like swarms

of bees.le will then summon a man in the prime of youth,strike

him with a sword and cut §im in two ..after which he will cally e
him and he will come foward laughing with his face shining." *

Not only is the Daijal seen as a satanic tempter and pseudo-Christlike
worker of miracles but Islamic tradition, both SunnI and ShI°I,represents
him,1ike Christ at his triumphal entry( refer,Mk 11:1f;Matt21:1ff;Lk 19:28f;Jn
12:14f ) as appearing riding on an ass or donkey.Both the Prophet Muhammad
and the Imam ®A1T are said to have spoken of the ass of the Antichrist which,
like the ass mentioned in the Zoroastrian Bundahis, is no ordinary beast:

" The dajjal will come forth on a white ass with a space seventy times
as wide as one can stretch between its ears," 107,
ShI°T literature as E.G.Browns noted,attributes many curious qualities to
the ass of the Dajidl:

"Many other wonderful qualities are attributed to the ass of Antichrist,
as,for instance,that the distance between its ears is a full mile,that
each of its hairs gives forth ravishing strains of music,ard the like,
of which things the further ennumeration appears to be unprofitable
and unnecessary." 108,

Those who are to be misled by the Dajjal are variously ennumerated.Just as
some traditions allude to the fact or explicitly mention that the Dajial will
be a Jew ( a notion widely entertained in Christian Antichrist speculation) so
are his followers on occasion represented as Jews.One Sunni traditions which is
also echoed in §_QI°I literature(cf.below) identifes the followers of the Dajixl
with Persian Jews:
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"Tre dajlal will be followed by seventy thousand Jews of Isfahan
wearing Persian shawls.™ 169, ¢

Znother Sunnl tradition has it that the Dejjal will mislead no less
than 70,000 Muslims ,

" The da)ja} will be followed by seventy thousand of my people
wearing dark cloaks.m 110.

Yet further traditions speak of those enticed by the Dajjal as being
unbelievers,polytheists,women,bastards and/or musicians, . Some prot-
-ection against the evil Dajial may be gained by the recitation of the
opening verses of the Qur'anic sirat al-Kahf ( Sira of the Cave,Sura 18) .nz.

The career of the Dafial according to many traditions is to be short.A forty
year period is often mentioned but this time span (cf. the 40 years wandering
of the Israelites in the wilderness and the 40 days during which Jesus was
texpted by Satan)is to be Mshortened™(cf.Mk 13:20+ parallels) such that it
does rot in reality signify this length of time.Reference is also mﬁdo to
2 forty day period during which the Dajial is to beguile the wayward:

WForty days,one like a year,one like a month,one like a week,and the
rest of his days like yours,” 113. . _

The belief that Jesus son of Mary will descend from heaven in the last days
or at the time of the resurrection ( giyima ) and have a role of considerable
importance is affirved and elabourated in a great many SunnI and ShI‘I tradit-
~itions.Sachedina writes in his Islamic Messianism , " The Imamite doctrine
of the Mahdi at ore point merges with the return of Jesus,another prominent
figure of Islanic eschatology.The doctrine of the return of Jesus,as described .
in the Sunnite sources and cited by the Shi'ite ti'aditionalists is explained in
a more or less uniform manner." L. Islamic traditions and sources often teach
that the Dajfzl is to be destroyed by Jesus at his second coming though the
Mardl,who is normally though not always distinguished from Jesus,has also been
given this task be he the SunnI deliverer who will be born in the normal way
or the Qa'im of the ShI°T who will emerge from his occultation or hidden ret-
-reat.®4d Al13h ibn CUmar al-BaldwI (dies.c.1286.A.D.) the renowned Sunni comze
~-entator,in the course of comenting on Sura 43:6) » sums up the essentials of
the kainstrean SunnI position with respect to the eschatological descent of

Jesus:

"In the Tradition( hadith)it 4s reported that Jesus will coms down over
a mountain pass in‘the Holy Land called AfIq | apparently a mountain
pass to the Jordan valley],and in his hand he will carry a spear with
which he will kill the Antichrist(dajjial).He will then go to Jerusalea

(bait al-mugaddas) just when the inhabitants are performing
the morning prayer.The prayer leader will want to step back
(in view of Jesus?.appearence),but Jesus will give precedence
to him and perform the prayer behind him accordins to the
rite of Muhammad { note the subservience of Jesus to the
imam or Mehdl as prayer leader].Then he will kill the swine,
dash to pleces the crucifix,demolish the churches and synag-
-ogues,and kill the Christians who do-not have(correct)
belief in him." 115,

The manner in which Jesus is to overcome or defeat the Da“'al and the
place where this is to be accomplished are variously related in Islamic
sources.It is generally agreed that the [n“il will be killed in Syria
(Palestine) as the following tradition indicates :

",.God will send the Messinh son of Mary who will descend at the
white minaret in tho east of Damnscus wearing two garmonts died
with saffron and placing his hands on the wings of two angels.

When he lowers his head it will drip and when he raises it beads
like pearls will scatter from it.Every infidel who feels the odour
of his breath will die,and his breath will reach as far as he can
seo [ see Isaiah 11:4 + Targum and II Thess,2:8 quoted below].He
will then seek him ( the j}u_‘\%l t1l1l he catches up with him at the
gate of Ludd and kills him," .

Another Sunni tradition reports that the last hour will not come
before the Muslim armies,about to divide the booty of Constantinople,

. make a hasty retreat as a result of a false alarm raised by Satan who

suggests that the Dajial has attacked their absent families.It is real-
-ised that the Satanic suggestion is false and the Muslim armies move on

to Syria;

"Then, .he ( the Da“il) will come forth,and while they are preraring
for battle and arranging the ranks the time for prayer will come
and Jesus son of l-fa.ry_u'ill descend and lead them in prayrer.vhen
God's enemy( the Daiial) sces him (Jesus) he will dissolve like salt
in water,and 1if he (Jesus) were to leave him( the Paii3l) he would
dissolve completely; but God will kill him ( the Daiial) by his
hand and he will show them ( the Muslim armies) his blood on his
spear," 117,

In many Sunni traditions then,it is Jesus who is to destroy or kill the
Dajial.On the other hand,as Sachedina notes,in the ShI°I traditions " the
function of killing the Dajjal is reserved for al-Mahdi." e. According
to a lengthy tradition recorded in volume 13 of Muhammad Bagir MajlisY's
Bihar al-Amdr Ingn AT the one-eyed Dajjil who will appear riding on
an ass will be killed at AfIq (cf.above) at the hands of ™ the one behind

whom Jesus will worship" or the twelfth Inaa AL-Qi'im Al-ManeI. 119

.

) " 5 .
A rrﬁilﬁfﬂ-('




Eefore turning to the subject of the phy‘siognomic descriptions of the
Dajjal we cay swa up by quoting an interesting and detailed description
of the arpearqnce of the Maiifl contained in a hI®I doctrinal treatise:

"The forty-sixth of the signs of the appearence(of the Imsih Mahd{] is
the cozing forth of Antichrist.And the name of that accursed one is
551:d 1bn Sayd[cf.below).The traditions concerning him are various.
Some imply°that he has existed from the time of Adam until now,as it

is related in a tradition that the Apostle of God went to one of the
houses in Medina wherein was a babbling madman with his mother,The
prophet rointed hizm out to his companions and said, '0 people,God hath
rot sent any prophe} without filling his church with the fear of
Antichrist,whom he has respited and left until your time.And this man
shall come forth with a mountain of bread and a river of water;and he
will aprear in a time of famine.Most of his followers will be Jews,
wozen, Arabs and nomads.He will enter into all quarters and regions of
the earth save Mecca and its two mountains,and Medfha and its two
mountains,And whenever he comes forth he will claim to be God,although
te is one-sved and Cod ia rot one-cved.? And in some traditions it hath
come down that he was bern in the time of Hisg Highness{the Prophet];
that he had a beard and spoke when he was born;that the Prophet went to
his Louse;that he claimed the rank of a prophet and said, 'I am one sent
of God?; the His Holiness[the Prophet] commanded an angel which was in
the form of a great bird to carry him away and cast him into a well
situated in ore of the Jewish villages near Sajist#h or Isfahgh;and he
is chained[there] t111 such time as he shall receive permicsion to come
forth.ind he has an ass whereof cach step covers a mile( three miles
beirg equal to one parzang),and on the body of his ass are white spots
like a leorard.liow the characteristics of the Antichrist are ‘thegse:=

kis right eve is crushed; his left eve is in his forehead and plitters
ag thiurh 3t were the morning gtar,and in it is a piece of blood,so

that it ceems to be pervaded with blood;between his two eves it is
written that he i3 a misbeliever:so that everyone whether learned or
unlearmed can read it; he is a skilled magician,who,by his magic,
Cegcends into oceans; with him travels the sunjbefore his face is a
mountain of emoke,ard behind his back is a white mountain,and through
[ris] magic it seemcth in men's eyes that they are two motntaing of
water and bread,though in truth it is not so,but a mere Juggle; he trave
-erseth all oceans,and over whatsoever ocean or water he pasgeth it
sinketh dcwn and cometh forth no more till the Day of Judgement;before
him Satan dances,and the devils cause him and his ass to appear pleasing
in men's eyes,and this is a mischief for the proving of mankind.And he
crieth out so tha the dwellers in the East and in the West ,whether jinn
or of mankind,kear his voice,and he saith,? O my friends,I am God who
created and fashioned the members and parts of the world;I am that Cod
who predestined the affirs of [His] servants and guided and directed
mankind;I an your suprerme Lord.! And most of his followers are women,
Jews,bastards,and musicians.But when he commeth to fikaba~i-Af{k,which
is a mountain in SyriaHis Highness the Ki'im shall slay him at the
third hour on Friday,and sha%l cleanss the world of the filth and foul=
-ness .of the Accursed One." +20.

As in the above passage,a great many Islamic traditions containingphysiognomic

descriptions of the Dajjzl,which are obviously related to or rooted in the
Jewish and Christian portraits of the Antichrist/Anti-Messiah outlined in the

“*

preceeding pages,are scattered throughout SunnI and S_hIcI literatures.
Perhaps the most frequently mentioned characteristic of the Dai23l is

that he is to be one-eyed or have an eye or eyes of a peculiar or def-

-ormed nature: also a constant feature of the Christian Antichrist portraits
as has been indicated.Both the Prophet Muhammad and the Imam SA1I are said
to have described the Dajjal as being on;—eyed or having an eye which shines
1ike the morning-star.The following passages from various Sunnl books of 12
tradition may illustrate Islamic physiognomic descriptions of the Dajigl: ™"

" -
I [Muharmad] warn you of him[ the Dnjiipl],and there is no prophet
whg has not]warned his people,Noah wamed’his people,but I shall
tell you something about him which no prophet has told his pcop}h
You must know that he is ono-cyed,whereas God is not one-cyed," dede

" God is not hidden from you,Cod most high is not one-eyed,but the
Antichrist is blind in the right eye,his eye looking like a float-
~ing grape." 123, )

® There is no prophet who has not warned his people about the one-
eyed liar.I tell you that he is one-eyed,but your Lord is not :
one~eyed.On his forehead are the letters K,F,R [ signifying Kifire
"Infidel"],m 12, —

" The Dajjal will have an eye obliterated over which will be a coarse
film, and 'Infidel?’ (Kafir) will be written on his forehead.Every
Muslim who can write and those who camnot will read it." 125,

"The Dajjal is blind in the left eye and has a great quantity of hatr, w26

® I{Mukammad] have told you so much about the Dajjal that I am afraid
you thay not understand.The Antichrist is short, hen-toed ( or fbandy-
legped?),woolly~haired,one-eyed,an eys sightless and neither protrude
~ing nor deep-seated,If gu are confused about him,know that your
Lord is not one-eyed." 127.

" On the day of resurrection a huge fat man will come,but in Cod's
estimate he will not weigh as much as a gnat's wing.." 128.

A,J . Wensinck has summed up many of the features contained in the physioge
~nomic descriptions of the Dajjil.He writes,

"..the connection between the Antichrist and Satan is apparent %n the_

" description of al-Dadjdial's arpearence..He is reddish (Bukhanif.*g tva
bab 33§ with frizey hair(Bukhari,Libas,bab 68 ),corpulent {Buxhars,
Libas,bab33), he has a wide throat (Tayalisi,H°2532), he is one-eyed
(Bukhar], Anbiya',bab 3; Ru'ya,babIl’ ). His one eye in his broad _
foreheed (Twilisi, No 2532 ) is like a floating grape (Bu_lggri,}'.a.phazf,
bab 77).0n"his forehead is written kafir (“unbelievert: Bu:harl ,Hadidj,

bab 30; Anbiya?,bab 8 )., Or else one of his eyes is as if made of’green . 129,

glass (Tayalisl No .544),1n the other is a hard nail ('fa.yilid No 1106)




Tre

4. 27

Prephet Muhammad 1s,in various sources,said to have spoken of the

arpearence of about thirty daiials (or kaddabun ) at the "last hour™ each
of whom would assert that he is the true messenger of God and also to have
associated a nurber of his contemporaries with the Dajjal or his tgpy" al-

Jassasa.

130

* He or a number of his companions were believed to have enter-

-tained the idea that a certain [°Abd Al13h] Ibn Sayyad [ SaiyadJor a Jew of
¥edina were actually the Dajigl or resembled him in appearance. B mus 1n
Sunn traditiorsws read,for example;

# Mulianrad b, sdeMuskadis told that ha sow JEBIS b,

Ton 'Umar said: I met"him [ ibn Sayyad) when his eye was inflamed and
acked him when his eye had becomd infected with the trouble I noticed,

Cn his replying that he did not know I said, " You do not know,and yet

it is in your head?" He replied, "If Cod will He will create it when

you are unaware.” He snorted as loudly as I have ever heard an ass

snort, " 132,

X CApdalinh uwsaring

by‘ God that Ibn as-Sayyad was the dajjal,and when he exprossed suprise
that e should swear'by God,he replied that he heard *Umar swoaring to
that in &g; Prophet !s presence without the Prophet making any objection
to it,n ¢

Of particular interest are the following traditions which reckon that a
Jewess of Medina gave birth to the (or one like the) Dajial and teach that
the Lajial resembles a man named Ton Qatan who was ruddy with woolly hair
ard blind in his right eye: ) '

"The parents of the Dajjal will wait thirty years without having any
children born to them,then a boy who will be one-eyed and have a long '
molar tooth and be useless will be born to them,His eyes will sleep but
his heart will not.His father will be very tall and spare and will have
a nose like a beak,and his mother will be a huge woman with long arms,®

[ this tradition continuss to relate that certain companiong of the

. Pmphetj heard of and saw such a child who was born amongst the Jews of
Medina]. '

nJEbir told that when a Jewess in Medina gave birth to a boy with an eye
obliterated and a long eye-tooth God's messenger was afraid he might be

the Daji3l.. Umar b, al-Khattab then sald, “Let me kill him,messenger of
God," but he replied, "If he is the one you are not the person to deal 135
with hin,for the person to deal with him is only Jesus son of Mary,.,n W, °

He[ the Daji3l ] will be a youth with curly hair and a floating eye
whon I [ Muhammad)] might compare to “Abd al-®Uzza b, Qatan.." 136.

Last night I [Muhammad] found myself in a vision at the Ka'ba and saw

a ruddy man like’the most good-looking of that type that you can see

with the most beautiful lock of hair you can see.He had combed it out

and it was dripping with water.He was leaning on the shoulders of two

men and going round the House.When I asked who he was I was told that

he was the Messiah [Jesus] son of Mary.Then I saw a man with short

weolly hair who was blind in his right eye,his eye looking like a floate
-ing grape.Il have never seen anyone more closely resembling Ibn Qatan.

He was placing his hands on the shoulders of two men and going round the 137
House.I asked who this zan was and was told that he was the Antichrist." *

- To_be continued-
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Wensinck, Handbook (cf! fn.96 below),p.103.

132, MM.II.p.1157 (> Muslim),

133, MM, ILp.1157 (> BukharI +Muslim)

134, MM.II.pp.1157-8 (> Tirmihdl ).

135, MM.II.p.1158(> Sharh al-Sunna ).

136, MM.IL.p.1145(> MuslimTirnihdl),cf. M6, IT.p. 1130, "The last hour wdll not

come before a man of Qahtan comes forth driving people with his stick"(>

BukharI +Muslim). °*

137, MM.I1.p.1151 (> BulharI+Muslim)Note the pseudo-Christ aspect of the DatiZihere.
- of.MM,IL.p.1223, ™ On the night when I (Muhanmad) was taken up to heaven..

I met Jesus who was of medium height and rad as though he had come out of
the dimas(i.e. a hot bath).."(> Bukhirl and Muslim). )
It may be noted here that sometimes closely associated with the Antichrist/
Dajjal traditions in Islamic literatures are other mythical o1 beast-like
creatures,The_Qur'an and traditions,like the Apocalypse of John'for example,
speak of Yajuj and Majfujy ( Gog and Mapog) and the Dabba min al-Ard ( "Beast
from the earth"){Refer, Rev 20:8, Qur'an 18:93f,21:96; Rev 13:11, Gur'an 27

82 ].ef *The Book of Revelation and the Qurfan:Is there a possibie literary
relationship in Journal of Semitic Studies,Vol,XXIII Zl978§ »PP.26=225,

['mé-t: D.Brady ].
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Baha'i Strdies Bulletin

This Bulletin is prim rily designed to facilitate communication between
th 8=ong us engaged in Baha'i Studies.It is hoped that it may evolve into -
Lha Bulletin of an Association for the Study of the Babi and Banati relipions
{er the like), includs cortributions from poth Baha'i.and non-Baha'i academics,
and te befittingly published rather than photostatically reproduced.

The success of this Bulletin, which has the blessing of tha Mational Spiritual
Assezdly of the Baha'is of the United Kingdom ( though they are not responsible
for any of the views expréssed within it ), obviously depends on your support
and willingness to contridute.A steady and sustained flow of scholarly contrib-
==tiens is vital especially since thers are so few of us.The following list is
‘ed only to serve as an indication of tha nature and scope of contributions
fich would be welccmed-:

a) Articles or short notes and studies whether, historical,philological,
sociclogical er theological,ete.

o) Sidliograchical essays or notes,

c) Copies of generally unavailsble letters or "ablets" of the Eab, Bahatu'llgh,
€idutl-SaR3 or Shoghi Effendi whether in the original language(s) or in
+
-
»

y by

3 of recently published becks or arsicles or reviews,stc: it would be

ularly useful to recsive notice of the now nurerous publications in
isa,French,Gerzan,Persian and Arabic,etc,, that are becoming availsble
in many ceuniries of the world,

e) Previcusly unrudlished notes or docusents,

I} Paports of work in Progress or of seminars and conferences relating directly
indi -

tions and comrmunications should be addressed to-: Mr,Stephen Lambden,
twell Rd,Gosforth,Newcastle upon Tyne.¥

i ol this Bulletin.The remns for the delay have basically
ited to receive articles rromised but which never materiale
irvolved in “rowing together! scmething of a 'space-filler!
on An =Jai:al in two parts,
the enthusiast with which this Bulletin has been received there has been
le lack of support in terms of contributions.Many of us, I know for a
in possession of many texts and documents of great importance which should
here has alwars besn a tendency among Bzha'i intellectuals to covet
wie—= and even published— materizlg of importance for Baha'i studies.This
gregd 2ily inasmuch as Bahat'i scholarsiip camnot flourish unless theve iz a
rezi gharing ol izporiant prizary scurces.ile may all be busy but it does not take
mush tize to rost off a few pages that might have been lying around and which g
could well be of interest at least to soms readers of this Bulletin,
. Stephen Larbden (Ed).

‘% Please ncie that it has been found rnecessary to raise the price of the
Bulleiin,Postal costs have gone up and vhe length of each issue has tended
1o increase.Zach issue has so far cost more to produce and mail than the
earlier subseripticn rates.Subscribers when renswing their order should
P&y accexding to the following rate: U.K. 22,00, Europe. £2.50.p. Rest of

world/ USA. 23,00 ( or equivalent) per issus.

ake this opportunity to apologize for the delay in issuing numbers

0
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The Beha'l interpretation of the Antichri st-Dajial traditions.

Having sketched some aspects of the Antichrist-Dajjal traditions in
(largely} Christian and Islinic sources we may now turn to their (33bI-)
Baha'l interpretation. 173° Firetly, those Biblical texts that relate to
the Antichrist trasdition may be commented on along with a few notes on the
figures thought to be referred to in them and who are belisved by Baha'ls
to be manifestations of the Antichrist idea.

Mirza Yshya and Sivyid Muhammad; the Son of Perdition and the

Antichrist. ' ,
Mirza Yahya who was entitled Subh-i Azel ( The morn of eternity, ¢,1830-
1912) was c.me of the half-brothers of the founder of the Baha'i mevement,
Mirz3 Husayn ®A1I Bah3™'113h.The son of one of the corcubines of Mirzz Buzurg-i
Mirl (4.1839) he was only 13-14 years old when Siyyid A} Vehammad the Eab
'declared his mission! in Shirsz (Iran ) in 1€44.A.D.He,like his half-brother
Baha'u'llah, bacame a BabI ( follower of the Bab) and, though not one of the .
'Letters of the Living? ( Buruf-i Hayy ) or prominent disciples of the Bab,was

generally recognised as being the nominal head of the Babl communitly after the
execution of the B3b in Tabriz in July 1850.His leadership of the BabI commumity
proved to be largely ineffective for,on receipt of the news of his rastertg zartyrdon
he,at least in Baha'l sources, is said to have fled in disguise from Tikraa to
Mazandaran and to have remained for several years in a state of marked digeimul.-
-ation, 439 Assuming various nares and disguises he eventually joined Baha'u?llzh
and his close companions at Xirmanshah in 1853 Jowrneying with thexz to Barshdad 12
whers they had been exiled after the Babl attempt on the 1ife of the S23h in 1852,
Shortly after his arrival in Baghdad Mirza Yahys assuued the name Haj! “AlTy-i
Lash-Furlish ( implying that he was a silk dealer ) and forged links with Siyyid
Yuhamwad Tsfehdnd (d. 1872 ) & BRI then resicent in Karbili. “1* siyvia venammad
is.represer'rted in Bahz!l sources as being, even at this early sta.ge,mtagoniséic
towards BahZ'u'l13h.He is represented as an evil schemer who fenned Mirz: ’Ial.:y'a"s
Jealousy of his half-brother®s growing prestige. 2. While Mirza ‘!al.xy'a' as head
of the Babl community apparently elevated Siyyid Mchamaad to the rank of 'First
Witness of the Bayan?! (BabI movement) Baha'u'llzh as wo shall see,later excommuni- .

-

"~cated him ( sometime between 1853 and 1866).For Bana!ls Siyyid Vura.:r.ai hae coma

to be regexded  as one of the most notorious manifestations of the Antichrigt
icea. .

Dus in large measure to the dissension and corruption within the B3bl cozmmity
in Baghddd end elsewhere in the early 18501s Baha'u'llzh decided to withdraw to
Kurdistan,initially contemplating no return: o



"In the early days cf our arrival in this land( Ir3g) wher We discerned
the signs of impending events,We decided,ere they happened,to retire, .
We betook Ourseives to the wildernmess,and there,ceparated and alone,led
for two years a life of complete solitude..By the righteousnsss of God!
Qur withdrawal contemplated no return,and our separation hoped for no
reunion." 143

During Baha'u'l1ah's absence from Baghdad (1854-1856) MIrza Yahya failed
to exercise an effective or charismatic leadership.That this was ;o may per-
~kaps be highlighted by the fact that some 25 prominent Babls, including
¥ueliz Muhatmad Zarandl (d.c.1892) the Baha'I poet and -historian,claimed
to be di;ine incarnations or aspired to special lesdership. Lik. The erudite
MIrza Assad All3h of Khiy naved Dayyan by the Bab is,in certain sources,said
to have made such a claim and to have written s treatise in support of it which
he had presented to Mirza Yshya.The latter,whose sbility to answer doctrinal
Gueeticns had for some proven.to bo inadequate,wrote in response a work entitled
Mastaveiz (Sleever Awskened') in which Dayyanwes denounced in the strongest terms,
Tnen,shoz.'tly after Behatulldh's return from Baghdad at the bidding of the "Mystic
Source", Mirza Yshya had Dayyin executed by his servant Mirza Muharmad Mazandaran®,.
Again, arounc the same tize,MIrz3 Yahyd is said in Baha'T sources to have been
the instigator of the munder of a cousin of the Bab named Mirzi cAlI‘Akbar and to

have prozpted ¥Irzi A3d Jan to make (ancther) attempt on the life of the Shah, L5

He is thus pictured in Baha'l sources as an immoral murderer or one whose main
concern was to consolidste his position in the BabI hierachy- & position he was
to occupy in order to divert hostile attention away from Baha'u'llzh.

The Bad, during his stay in Isfahan in 18,6-7 took a second wife by the name of
Fatira, the sister of Mulla Rajab “A1I.He forbade marriage to either of his wives
ax‘t..er his passing.Mirz3 Yahya however, rarried the Bab's second wife in about 1853 .
and gave her a very short ‘l:,i.me lster to his accomplice Siyyid Muhammad.These forbe
~idden marriages are regarded by Bahi'ls as the sbominable acts of two men who .. »
were satanic in character.Such deeds ars catalogued in detail in a good many of
the writings of Bahatu'llah and his followers in which the evils of Mrza Yshyd
and Siyvid Muhazmad are exposed, 6. ' ’

Raving returned to Baghdad in March 18,6 Baha'u'l1ih set about sttempting to
spiritually regenerate the confused and decadent Babi community.He wrote, as he
hsd dons since 1853 when he had a mystical experience in Tihran, sometimes langthy
Ptablets"( alwih ) containing thinly veiled epiphanic claims.Meny prominent  BabIs
were gtiractod to him until in late April 1863 on the outskirts of Baghdad on
route to Constantinople where he and other BzabIs had been exiled,ho claimed the
specific allegiance of a small group of his close companions— exactly what his
clains were at this stage is not entirely clear though it is likely that he claimed
to be the expected *Him whom God would mske manifest?( Man Yuzhiruhufl1gh) mentioned

~

in the Bao's Porsian Bayan and elsewhere.Mirza Ya.hy;, who may not have been

in Barhdad when Baha'u'llah made his claims sligmiy more explicit to his
admirers, joined his half brother at Mosul and,like Siyyid Muharmad, Journeyed
with him to the Sublime Porte.At this time or in 1863 and for.another three
years or so,Baha'u'llah's claims do not appear to have been widaly known or
understood by the majority of Babls,Though there was widespread disillusionment
with Mirza Yahyalleadership it was not it seems until 1866 that it became '
widely known ';.hat Baha'u'113h had condemned his half-brother and claimed to be '
Man Yuzhiruhu'll3h.Only later did Mirza Yshyd and Siyyid Muhammad come to be i
fully recognised by the Bsha'Is as the _Y_a'_j_:_\-ij(cog) and Mz iuj (Magog) or the
twin evil manifestations of the emergent Baha'l phenomenon, 7.

In 1863 BahAtu'llih and his companicns were again exiled to Adrignople whers i
they remained for almost 5 years and where the intrigues of Mirza Yahya and
Siyyid Muhammad came to assume critical proportions.Bahi'l sources m;intain that l_
during th; early Adrianople periocd (1863-1868) Mirza Ya{zya made ssveral attempts !

i
|

to poison or have Baha'ufllah killed.As Baha'u'llzh's charismatic leadership and .

claims became more and more explicit his half-brothers dwindling prestige appears

to have led him to adopt desperate measures in order to reassert his suthority. ;
In his Surat_al-Ahsab (e.1864-5) Baha'u'llah represents himself as the cne whose '
coming was predicted in both the Qur'dn and the writings of the Bab.Such claims |
were specifically communicated to MIrzZ Yahya and Siyyid Muhawsad in a lstter of
Bah3'u'l1ah known as the Sirat al-Amr (c.1865 ).They wers rejected and Bsha'u'llih
withdrew to the house of Rit.ﬁ Big where he remained completely cut off for several
months ( sbout March-May 1866).The goodsof what became the Baha'l and Azall facticns
were separated during a period referred to by Bsha'u'llah as the "most great separat-
~ion" which took place during the "days of stress" ( ayyam al-ahidid).u‘9’

Baha'u'llsh,in most of his major letters (™tablets™ ) written after the "most great
separation"(1866) makes explicit reference to the corruption and ungodliness of Mirzi
Yahya and the " detestable Siyyid(Muhammad)".A veritable interior gttle of Armagedd-
-o;a" ensued as may be gathered from ; peruszl of Bahda'u'll3h's lengthy apologia the
KitZb-1 BadI®( c.1867) and his Lawh-i Sirs) (c.1867). 25%°A 11ttle more than a year
after emerging from his self-imposed "oceultation® in the house of Rid3 Big Siyyid
Muhanmad and a certain Mir Muhammad-i Muk&rT ( who frequented both the Azall and
Baha'l catps ) arranged a confrontation (rmbzhila) between Bahatu'llzh and Mrz2d '
Yahya,The latter however,failed to appoar at the mosque of Sultan Selim at the app- ;
-of.Lnted hour ( around August-September 1867).being thus discredited in the estization
of many.This episcde 1s referred to by Bah&tu'llzh in a number of his writings, most
notably ( as its title suggests)‘a letter addressed to Mulla §Ediq-1 Kmrasamk lmown
as the Lewh-i Muhdhils, 193¢




Instead of confronting his half-brother whose ascendancy was by 1867 becon ing
more and mora obvious Mirza Yahya sent petitions to high ranking officials in
Adrianople and elsewhere with "the intention of discrediting him,He apparently
accused Baha'u'llah of appropriating his government allowance to the extent that
kis ( now separate ) fanmily were on the verge of starvation,Such representations
along with those of Siyyid Muharmad and Aqa Jan Big-i Khamsa'? an AzalY ex Turkish
artillery officer and the marked hostility of Haji Mirzd Husayn Khan( the Pérsian
a=hassador at Constantinople)succeeded in evoking from Sultan CAbd al-Aziz yet
ancther decreee of banishrment.In 1868 Bah@atu'llgh and his companions were exiled
to SAxka in Ottoman Syria and Kirza Yahya and others were sent to Cyprus.

The banishment of Bshatu'llgh and )({r;'é Yshya to separate places did not put a
stop to the Baha'l - Azall controversy.A number of AzalYs, including Siyyid
Yuhaad and Zo¥ Jin Big,were exdled to “Akka with Bah¥'u*llEh and the BaratYs
Just a2s a few Bahz'Is,emong them the famous Baha'I calligrapher MNMishidn Qalam,
accozpanied "a}-ya and his family to Cyprus.Some two and g half years after their
arrivsl the A.xka exiles were released from strict confinement inasmuch as the
citadel of SAkkZ was taken over for military purposes in 1870. The Azalls began

feeding malicious reports to their captors and tensions started to errupt.Baha'tu-
~117h attexzpted to restrain his followers but did not succeed in preventing about
7 of them banding together and rurdering at least three Azalls,Siyyid Mamad
Xg3 J&n Big and a brother-in-law of MIrzA Yahya named Mirz& Rida-Quliy-i ra:ri_s_llt
were slaughtered in January 1672.This episod; not only endangered Baha'u'llah's
life and stained the annals of Baha'I history but served to increase that Baha'I-
Azall controversy which,though the Azalls are practically non-existent,continues
to the presernt day. 152.

¥irza Yehys recained in Cyprus until his death in 1912.Though he had written a
creat desl and appointed an Azall hierachy and sucéessor-his suppoit Had dwirdled
ta such an extent that he was buried according to the Muslim rite.Shortly before
his cun passing Bah3a'uflsh in his Lawh-i ibn-i Dhith (c.1890-1) bemoaned the
actions of his half-brother in the following terms:

n Nas, alas, for the things that have befallen Me!
By God' There befell Me at the hands of him whom I

* nurtured (Mirza Yehy3),by day aid by night,what hath
caused thke Holy Spirit,snd the dwellers of the
Tabernacle of the Granduer of God,the lord of this
wonderous Day,to lazent.” 153.

Bakatutllzh claized to be the return of Christ in many of his writings composed
durirg the Adrianople( 1863-8) and “AkkE (1868-1892) periods of his ministry.On
the other hand Mirzd Yahyd and Siyyid Mhammed came to be seen by Baha'Is as
manifestations of the Antichrist idea whose appearance was predicted in the Bible,

-

More specifically,Shophi Effendi,the Guardian of the Baha'l Cause from 1921~
1957 whose exposition of Bahza'l scripture is regarded by Bahi'Is as infallible,
has identified Mirza Yal}y'a' with the "son of perdition™ mentioned in II Thess.
2:3f and named Siyyid Muhammad the Antichrist of the Baha'l Dispensation. 15k,

Shoghi Effendif's ide'néification of Mirza Ya!:xy'i with the ™ son of perdition®
of IT Thess. 2:3ff agress with that of the Baha'l poet and writer Mirza °mI

®Ashraf of 1ahIjan known as ®Andallb.He had met the orientalist E.C.Browne in Yazd

(Iran ) in 1888 whom he not only encouraged to visit Baha'u'llsh at CAxkE but for
vwhom he wrote a Pergian tract shortly before Baha'utllzh's passing in 1892, 155.

In this apologetic work ®AndalTb applies a large number of Biblica,l texts to the
Bab and Bahafu'llih and thinks it obvious that II Thess 2:3ff refers to the evils
of MireE Ya!.\y'i.ljo vondered how Christian missionaries { whom he incidently thought

" were the false prophets montioned in Matt 24:25 ) ecould fall do discern this specifie

prophetic allusion.Was not the evil Yahyi the "man of sin",destroyed by the "oreath®
(= creative word of God/Bah&u'113h) of his kalf-brother's mouth? (refer II Thess 2:
8 ). So both ®Andallb and Shoghl Effendi msintained, 120 ‘

Though it is not as obvious as ®Andallb imagined that II Thess., 2:37f refers to
MIrza Yshya ( we shall see below that this pericope was referred to Karim Khzh Kire
nEnT by ®Abd al-KarIm Tehranl )the following alleged correspondences probsbly cont-
«ributed to the identification..:

1) Since Baha'utllzh was the return of Christ_who is to destroy the Mson of perdit-
~ion'by the breath of his mouth Mirzi Yahya as the arch enexy of the returned
Christ must be the "son of perdition™,Baha'u'llah defeated his half-brother
¥irzi Yohya by condemning gim in his writings or (_as ¢Andalib pointsd out)
through the brelath of his mouth.cf. the Lawh-1 Mubahila.

2) According to II Thess 2:4 the ™ son of perdition" is to " exalt himrcelf acainst
every so-called god" and - seat himself " in the temple of God,rzrozlaining himself
to bs Cod".This might supgest to the Baha'l cxegete Mirz3 Yahya'ts epiphanic

v pretensions and his condemmation of other claimants to divind status including

" Bah&tutl1%h himgolf.That the evil one should seat himaclf in the temple of Cod,
could also be taken to predict Mirz3 Yashya's usurption of Baha'u'llah's clainm
to divinity: the viord temple as havkal { as it is in certain Arabic translstions
of II Thess 2:8) suggesting not Jerusalcm but the physical body of the w“fe“‘lﬂ
~tation of God ( magharei 1113hi ).of. Bahd'u*llah's Sirat al-fevial ¢.1873? . =20

3) The "lawless one",according to II Thess 2:9,1s to appear by the "activity of
Satan™ just as Mirza Ynhya was thought to have been deceived and prezpied by
the satanic Siyyid Muhammad.

Modern Biblical acholars have identified a number of OT texts that( though

Paul does not directly quote them) seem to lie behind II Thess 2:1ff.i.e. Ezeck.
28:20f, Isa 14:12ff, Dan 11:36.The passage has been thought by some to have been

influenced by Caligula's attempt to set up an offigy of himself in the Jewish Temple
in Jerusalem ( destroyed in 70 A.D. Yand it is of interest to note thet Isa 1h:l2ff

( which the author of II Thess drew on and which is identified as a funeral lament
or mashal over the king of Babylon~perhaps Nebuchadnezzar or Nabonidus)hu besn

applied by a few of the church fathers to the Antichrist and by a few Baha*l writers
to Mirzd Yahya: 138.
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"How axt thou fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of the Dawn!

(Heb = MNP 139571 ).How are you cut down to the ground, you

who laid the naticns low! You said in your heart, I will

ascend to Leaven; sbove the stars of God I will set my throne 159
on kigh,.I will make mysalf like the Most High ( ])"") ')6 ).u 4

What in this text evidently led to its application to Mirzi Yahya was the
phrase "Day star, son of the Daws" ( the Hebrew 5ﬁ’D suggests the morning
star and 7719 the dawn;cf. LXX eosphoros and Vulg. Lucifer )for dawn or
' morn, Arabic subh,suggests his title Subh-i Azal,'the morn of eternity?
ef, for em::ple,.the Arabic translation of the OT published by Richard

Watts in 1831 where Isa 15:12a reads: t,o” .,J:u( LIS \_,.bi..).{
el § 5,231 160,

Though Bah@'utllih does not,as far as I am aware,himself apply either II Thess.
2:3ff or Isa 1h:12ff to his half-brother he does,in at least two of his writings,
refer Azos 4:13 ( which describes the majesty end omnipotence of God as judge and
controller of nature) to the circumstances of his own mission and to his eclipss
of Subh-i Azal,

Ina iengthy Persien "tablet" of the SAdca period perhaps written in the late
1880%s Bah3'u'llah,after applying various passages from the Babts writings to
hinsell as the concealed yet "most great announcement™(cf.Qur'an 78:2 ) and quoting
and cer=enting on a nuzber of Biblical texts ( Mk 13:32/Matt.24:36, Joel '2:11b, Jer,
30:7a, Psalm 108:90 and Isaiah 40:9-10a ),refers to Amos 1:2 and a:ms.m'm
translation of the latter text which is quoted in Arabic is as follows:

MPrepars to meet thy God, O Israel, For,lo,He that formeth the
mountains and createth the wind,and declareth unto man what is
his thought, that maketh the morming darkness( i)
LY ) and treadeih upon the high places of the earth(.s >

»)V1) the Iord ( ©312),the God of Host < 3F ot
1‘;’?3?2&:?"162.( 712),the God of Hosta( . )

Bghatu'llih comments cn this text in Persian.He states that it refers to his
disclosure of his hidden majesty around the year 80 (themanIna) or 1843-4.4.D.
(= 1,280.A.H)The " high places of the earth” ( glossed in Persian as slu>*ds
w2)) signifies the ™ great city" (o,:-e-{ s+x>2 ) or Constentinople(Istanbul) .
and " these regions” ( 5L bl (2l ) or the area around Aika and Mt.Carmel/
Haifa in Syria (Palestine). The "Lord of hosts" is Baha'u'llzh himself who
after 1863 or 1,280.A.H. made MIrzi Yahyd the ™ false dawn® ( <P>U @re )
darimess.The Arablo of Anos 4,:13b, “LVE .adll Jnel 10 evidently taken to be
&a allusicn to Subhei Azal for Bahitu'llih understands ~adl to imily pweo
in terms of his Mepiritusl defeat of Mirzi Yahyd during the Adrianople and AkE

periods of his ministry. '

9.

In his lest major work the Lawh-i ibn-Dhi' (c.1890-91) Bsh3*u'l13h 2gain
quotes Amos 4:12b-13 in (identical) Arabic translation and adds some cormrents
in Persian:

" He (Amos) saith that he maketh the morning( 23 ) darkness( J}!/\J )
By this i3 meant that if,at the time of the Manifestation of Him who
conversed on Sinai { b % ,i.e. Bahatu'llah's proclaz ation
of hi mission) anyone were to regard himgelf as the true morn( Fasand

3>bo ) he will through the might ( (.5 ) and power{ «»,>5) of God
be turned into darkpess( “$:,U’). He truely ( i.e. MIrza Yahya)is the
false dawn ( o3l qo ) ,though believing himself to be thé true one
{ <55l ).Woe unto him,and woe unto such as follow hinm (i.e, the 6
Azalis ) without a clear token from God,the Lord of the Worlds.m 163.

After quoting a feﬁ passages from the book of Iszish Bahi't;.'llih goes on to
state that these Biblical texts, which he has quoted in illustration of his own
greatness and divinity and the falsity of such cther claimants as Mras Yahys,
stand in"no noed of comentary " being as "shining and manifest as the sun. Sobs
The allusion to Subh-i Azal can readily be digscerned.Then,underlining tho fact
that Biblical ( and other) texts he has quoted point to his own exalted station ’
and not to the pretensions of Mirza m_ayi and the Azalls Bah&'u'llzh exhorts
mankind to fear God and give no heed to the breakers of God's covenant:

" Say: Fear God, O people, and follow not the doubts of such as shout/
2loud, who have broken the covenant of God and his Testament ,and
denied His mercy that hath preceeded all that are in the heavens and.
all that are on earth." 165.

Bahs*u'llah thus himsolf applies Biblical texts to the matter of his eclipse
of Sublzt-i Azal the nominee of the Bab.Though he does not apply such texts to the
person of Siyyid Muhamnad he does condemn him in a large number of his writings,
It is of interest to note that though Baha'ufll3h rebuked those Baha'Ils who murd-
~ered Siyyid Muhammad and other Azalls in °Akk@ in January 1872 (see below) he,

"in his al-KitEb'al_—_IgdA' qdas (¢.1873) not only refers to Xirza Yahya as the "dawning

place of deviation®{,oi~U] Jbut appears to speak of Siyyid Muhawazd's

death as an act of God.He writes in the latter comnection: M God veru},hath

taken the cne who led you[ Mirza Ya!.\yi] astray" ( Jiesl C"ALT PR ). 166.

Many of MIrza Yahya's evils are,in Bsha'l scripture and by Baha'l writers,attributed

to Siyyid Muharmad the Antichrist of the Baha'l dispensation.“Abdutl-Bsha has describ-

-ed the r'olaf..ionship betwoen them as like that which exists between the "sucking 167,
child™( XIrza Yahya ) and the " much prized breast" (Siyyid Muhammad) of its mother.
Sinilerly, Shoghi Effendd in his book God Passes By (19M4) refers to Siyyid Huhame
=-ads manipulation of Mirzi Ya!.xy'a' in the following terms:

" The black-hearted scoundrel who befooled and manipulated this vain and flacecid
man [ Mirza Yahya] with consummate skill and unylelding persistence wes a certain
Siyyid Muhammad.. notorious for his inordinate ambition,his blind obstinacy and
uncontrolla.ﬁg jealousy..that living erbodiment of wickedness,cupidity and
deceit,..” .




jo

Trne ( prote-) Antichrist ard sssociated imazery in the Apocalypse,

Though Baha'utllzh was,as will have been evident,fam{lisr with the
Bible and not infrequently quoted it he only rarely refers to the
Revelation of Jehn. 169. ®Abdu'l-Bahi however,held the Apocalypse to
be a truely inspired work and,often in response to questions from
cccidental Baha'Is,wrote detailed commentaries on many of its vex's_es.r’o'
Indeed, one of his earliest communications to the Baha'Is of America
consists of a " rewritten midrash™ on Rev 21:1-7 in the courss of which
he writes, ™ This is the truth and what truth is greater than the Revelation
of St.Jomn tkte Divine?" .171’ Shoghi Effendi similarly,in a letter to R.J.
Moffett expressed his conviction that s "The Book of Revelation is a very
izportant book and very important in tesching the interpretation of Biblieal
passages to Chrictians.® 172.

Ae SKIY thecsophists and divines fostered an esoteric and at times qabbale
~-istic Qurfanic exegesis which may be traced back in Imamito circles to the
learned sixth Indh, Ja‘far Sadiq (d.c.765.A.D.) so have many Shaykhis,BadTs
and Baha'ls given grest importance, especlally when dealing with eschatolog-
~ically oriented materials, to an allegorical or spiritual * hermeneutic,
The Bah3'I interpretation of the Apocslypse is not infrequently almost as
abstruse in its allegorically oriented exegesis ( or one might say eisegesis)
as the fantastic imagery of the seer of Patmos is bewildering. During his

tour of the West “Abdu’l-Bahd sumzmed up his own approach to the Book of Revele

-ation( and indeed the Bible as a whole) when he said: " The Revelations of
St.John are not to be tsken literally but spiritually,.® 173. Every word of
the Apocalypse has profound significance and, in ®Abdu11-Baha?s opinion,
enchrines cryptic prophecies of events in ( for the most part) Islamic and.
BzbI-Baha'l history.Though certain texts are given a non-literal M outer®
&s well as an esoteric or "inner" interpretation others allude to concrets
kistericel events sssocisted with the risedIslam and the missions of the Bd
and Bahza'utllzh, 17k, The Baha'l interpretation of the Apocalypse overrules
those texts that imply its dimminent (lst-2nd century) fulfillment or reslizate
-ion in favour of a mystic,qabbalistic and futuristic interprotation that at
times calls to mind the Biblical exegesis of the Qumran sectaries, 175.

It will not be possible to discuss here the detalls of the Bana'l interpret-
of the Apocalypse— even with respect to those images or texts of interest in
conzoction with (proto-) Antichrist imagery.The source materials are in fact
widely scattered.and to some extent unpublished.Many oral stetements sbout the
significancs of verses or chapters within the Apocalypse were made by Sibdutl-

+~ions.

.

Baha and Shoghi Effendi,They wore somstimes noted down but remain for the

most part in MSS and ungvailable. 176.

From at least as early as the 1890's such orlental Basha'l writers as MIrz:
AbT al-Fadl Gulpayganl (1844-1914) the father of the Bahi'I interpretation

of the Bible and Faji Mirza Hawdar °ar (a. 1921) were " unsgealing” the
mysteries of the Apocalypse 177. American converts to the Baha'l moverment
have from the beginning shown a great interest in the interpretation of the
Book of Revelgtion.In this they were much encouraged by Ibrahim Ceorge Kheir-
-alla (1849-1930) their first teacher who may be regarded as the father of
western Baha'l Bible speculation—Kheiralla was much influenced by Ab4 al-l-‘a.dl
who himself had a great effect on Baha'l Bible speculation when he visite
Anorica during 1901-1904 at the command of Ahdu'l—Bahg. 8. Though duu.ng
most of the ministry of Shoghl Rffendl ( 1921.1957) interest was centered in
missionary success and asdministrative efficiency rather than creative Biblical
interpret:tion or detailed study of Baha'l doctrine and history the last
twenty years or go have witnessed something of a rebirth of interest in the
Apocalypse smong American Baha'is. E.Marsella's Quest for Edem 177° paved the
way for the publication of R.J.Moffett's New Keys to the Book of Revelation:20*

and most recently R.F.Rigg's complete commentary on the Apocalypse entitled
The_Apocalypse Unsealed. 8. ®Abdu'1-Bahats hope that Baha'ls would bacome
sufficlently spiritually mature to be able to fathom the mysteries of the
Apocalypee for themselves has,one might say, found something of a realization.m'

What now follows is a summary, based on the abovementioned sources, of the
Baha'I interpretation of those parts of the Apocalypse that have been thought
to contain (proto~) Antichrist imagery or which relate in their Baha'l inter-

-protation to aspects of Baha'l understanding of the Antichrist-Dajjal traditi-
183.

1) The two witnosses and the beast from the bottomless pit (Rev 11:1-11),
®Abdu'l-Bshi delivered, during his "Mired moments" at table during the

years 1904-6,a large number of discourses some of which were recorded and -
( at least) two of which interpret chapters 11 and 12 (: 1-6 )of the Apocalypse. '
Though there ars earlier and sometimes conflicting Baha'l interpretations of
these central chapters of the Apocalypse ®Abdut1-Bahats interpretation has
dotermined their subsequent Bahat'l exegesls— Abdutl-Bsh@ appears to have drawn
on such interpretations of the Apocalypse as may be found in the writings of
MIrz3 Abu al-Fadl and other early oriental Baha'l apologists.lss * Rev 11:l1ff,
taken as a prophecy of events within ( for the most part) Islazic and BabI-Bahi'l
history,may be suzmed up as fouo?nz




12.
The meamurine of tre Te~rle(11:1-2) sienifies the determination of the true
ccncition of the ¥ cystery of those }'oly souls who dwell in the Foly of Holies

in puri ty and sanctity®, Not measuring tho outer court of the Temple which is
given over to the nations for 42 months indicates the gentile or Islamic
occupation of Jerusalen in the 7th century A.D. for 1,260 years ( L2 months=

1, ¢oO dars =1,260 years; one day= one year on the basis of Ezek.4:6) or from
622.A D. \.:til the tize of the "manifestation" of the Bab in 1844.A.D.(=1,260
AH.).Aternatively,or in a decper sense,Rev.1l:1-2 indicatesthe eternal
spiritual validity of the essence of religmr. (= the Holy of Holies) as opposed
to the gbrogation or mdirication of tho outer form or social laws of religion
(= the Holy City).

The twoe witresses (11.3-6) are the prophet Muhammad and Indm SA1Y(d.661.)

whose reiigious cycle,the Mcycle of the Qurfan? lasted for 1,260 years{cf.
abcve)-— they are also the "two olive trees™ and the "two lampstands®(il:lL).

Tre " fire" that cate out of their mouths and consuzed their enemies signifies
their teaching and law the rejection of which results in destruction for "all
their cnexias were vgnqx.ishﬂd,put to flight and annihilated".That they have the
powsr to stop the rainfall,turn water into blood snd smit te the earth with plagues
is indicative of the exalted soverignty of Mdhamad and ‘ar; stheir control over
the dispersal of the bounty of their laws and teachings, the].r power to destroy
nations and their right to cducate the igmorant masses by force, 187.

The beast vhich rcse out of the bottomless pit and which waged war on and slew
the two witnesses (11:7f) is the Urayyad dynasty of Caliphs which rose out of

the bottorless pit of error against the " religion of Muhammad and the rcality

ef CAI" ( i.e. agzinst ShIT Islam as Baha'ls understand it ). This beast or
thege Caliprs waged a spiritual warh against the "love of God" by flouting

the divine lzws and teachings.As a resuit the " religion of God"™ becane as a
Mlifaless body without gpirit".The corrupt Umayyad " beast! gained control of
Jerusalem and Syria or "Sodom and Eg’pt' where true religion ceased to ba pract-
-ised or where ¥ our lord was crucified™(11:8),It remained as a " lifeless body"
until the advent of Baoism after 1,260 years { 31/2 years=42 months=1,260 days,
= 1,260 years= 1,260.A.H. or 1844, A D.cf, sbove )when the "two wltnesses" Muhamad
ad AT ( spinuually) returned in the persons of the Ba and his leading &isciple
Baji Mul1T Muhemzad ALY BarfurGshI( Quddds).Though brought back to life again
the two witnelses were summoned by a "loud volice™ to come up hither or attain the
glory of martyrdom (11:11,, there were both in fact martyred).Even"their enemies"
testified to tho greatness of their perfection,The " great earthquake" is that

shich took place in Shiraz after the Bab!s martyrdom in July 1850.In it many pecple -

suffered and were killed.Thus caze to an end the ™"second woe" of Babism which
followed the " first woe™ of Islia,The " third woe", the mission of Baha'xe%lih,
occured shortly afier the'second woe' of Babism (11 .cf. Ezek. 2:3 )

2) The woman, the man-child and the great red dragon (Rev, 12:1ff),
®Abdutl-Bakats explanation of the first six verses of the 12th chapter of

the Apocalypse is again largsly oriented around the Umsyyad oppression of
1
SIT 1813 O

The weman clothed in the sun (11:1-2) is ™ that bride, the law of God that
descended upen Muhamrwad! (cf. Rev 21:1ff).Her being clothed in the "Sun" and

the M¥oon" signifies the kingdoms of Persia and Turkey which were under the

shadow of Qurtanic law.The " crown of twelve stars™ on her head symbolizes the
twelve Imars of Ithna ~Asherl ShicY Islam who promoted the ¥ law of Muhammadh
1ike ™ stars shining in the heaven of guidance",The anguished cries and Birthpangs
of the Pwoman® gre indicative of the affliction or agony of the law or_reality of
£1°T 1s13n the perfoction of which cazs gbout with the advent of the (Z'im or the

o

13.

Bab.Due tc Umayyad and neo-Umayyad supression of uhi’i'sm the Bab or the
Man-child of the woman and the twelfth Imam rerained in a state of occule
~tation (phayba ) wntil ihe proclamlation of Babism aimed at the destrustion
of the "great red craron® (sce below) of neo-Unayyad cerruption { trhis 2t least
appears to have been what CAbdu'l-Bahd had in mird when he cormented cn 2ev 12:
2 despite the Baha'I denial of tge exigstence of the twelfth Imaa as ths son
of the eleventh Imam al-Kasan al- Askarl). 190,

The preat red dragon (12:L.£f)symbolizes,as indicated,the dymasty of the Umayyads
" who dominated the Muhammedan relipgion®.Its"scven heads! and. "ten crowns" sipnify
‘seven countries and dohinions controlled by the Umayyads: (1) the Poman dominicn
around Damascus,(2) Persia,(3)Arabia,(4) Egypt,(5) the deminion of Africa around
Tunis Horocco and Alporm,(é) the dominion of Andalusia or Spain and (7) the
do-ninion of Turkistan and Transoxania.The'ten horns" of the "“grecat red dragon"
are the names of the Uwayyad Caliphs counted without repitition and including,
though not actually an Umayyad Caliph,AbU Sufyan ibn Harb(d..&S8A.D.)a bitter
enemy of the prophet luhammad and father of liu tamiyal who is usually cowited as
the first of the Umayyad Caliphs.i.s. (1) AbU Sufyamn, (2) Yu'amdys I (661-680)-!-
Mu'awiya 11 (683-69L§v(3)¥am I (680-883)+ Yazld 1T (720=724)+ YazId III(744),
(4)Marwan I (684~685) Marwan II (744~750), (5),%Abd al-¥alik(85-705),(6),al-Walld
I (705-715)+ al-Walm 11(7h3-l+; (7)5111987“5!1 (715-7) (8)CUmar (717-720) (9)’4“}*.;::
(724-743) and (10) TorahIm (744).That the"great red dragon" slew a third of the
"stars of hcaven" means that the Umayyads from Mu'awiyal to Marwan II slow a
"third part of the lineage of Muhammad who were like the stars of heeven" for the
second to fifth Imams ( Imam Hasén [d.66G],Irm3m Husayn [d.6€0]),Izaz “A1Y Zayn al-
cXbidIn [d.c.712} and Imam Muhanmsd 21-Bjgir [d.°731] ) were their contemporaries
{ omitting that is,the first Imam, Indn AT who was assasinated by a IRzlirite in
661.A.D,, and bearing in mind that ShI I pources attribgte the death of most if not
all of the Im3ms to the intrigues of the Umayyads and “AbbEcids ). Its standing tefors
the woman sbout to deliver indicates the Umayyad effort to supress Shi ism or put
the Imams to death in the light of their fear that the Messiapic al-Qztim bitl.
ihad or "Twelfth Imam" would arise and terminate their rule, +91.

The man-child (12:5f.cf.above),as we have mentioned,signifies the Bab who claimed
to be the Ga'im or "telfth Imam" borne of the “Law! or the pure tree of Shi°l
Islam.His "rod of iron" is a sign of his "divine power and might" ( not his sword)
by means of which( presumably mysticalmspeazinggohe will " shepherd all the
nations of the earth. That the man-ch is to be "caught up"” to the "throne of
God" is taken as a prophecy of the Bab's martyrdom,The fleeing of the woman into

. the wilderness where she had a place prepared and was nourished for 1,2¢0 days
means that the "Law of God" was fostered or became centered in the Arabia.n penin-
-sular until the emergonce of B"bis'n in 1844.A.D. ( again 1,260 days = 1,260 years

teken as 1,260.A.H. or 1844.A4.D.).

3)The beast which rose out of the sea (Rev 13:1-10).

No detailed exposition of the 13th chapter of the Apocalypse written by or
attributed to ®ibdutl-Bahd or Shoghi Effendi sppears to exist though there are
written and oral traditions or "pilgim notes™ sbout the two beats ol this chapter
that have been expanded by Baha'l commentators,The significance of the first beast
which arose out of the sea may be swmed up as follows:

First beast (Rev 13:1-10) = Mu'awiya I (2personifying the Umavyads).Its 'i::'.ox'hal
wound"” which was healed indicstes an assasination sttempt on his life, 193.
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Or, the first beash = the Urayyads personified by Abd Sufyan whose empire
wasg reziniscent of that of Alexander the Great (= " like a laopard“), with
its strengih in Media-Persia (= " feect like a bear's™ )and itg throne within
the confines of ancient Babylonia ( = " mouth like a lion's mouth" : refer
Rev, 13: 2 ).The " wounded nead" which was healed signifies Andalusia (Spain)
where the Umayyad CAbd 2l-Rshzdn I (d.788.A.D.) who was the grandson of the
tenth Uzayyad Caliph Hishaa (d.743), established a Cordovan dynasty of Amirs
trat lasted for more than 300 years, +9k.

L) The beast which rose out of ths earth (Rev, 13:11ff).

The significance of this particular beast has been understood in different vays
by different Bah2'l writers who drew on the writings of SAbdutl-Bahi and certain
(unpzblished) Mpilgrim notes™ which contain some interpretations of the Apocalypse
atiriduted to Shoghi Effendi,It is generally agreed that the second beast symbolizes
the ibtasid dynasty of Caliphs ( reigned 750- 1,258.A.D.) though Abdutl-Bahi's
explanations of the number of the beast (666) suggest otherwise.

Secernd beast= the ®Atbasid dynasty with its 36 Caliphs (+ the Ottoman Sultans)
That this beast rises out of the “earth" indicates thzt the CAbbAsids came to
Fower on the ruins (= the Mearth") of the Urayyads. Its two ™ horns" are the titles
Calizh and Sultan; Or, the fact that this "beast™ has " two horns like a lamb" but
speke " like a dragon™ signifies the initially pro-Shi¢I orientation of cAbbasid
prepzganda ( being 7 like a laxb") which subgequently took on a neo~Umayyad or
ati~SaI°T dimersion ( being ™ 1like a dragon").Just as the second Mbeast™ exercises
211 tke authority of the first 'beast! so did the SAbbasIds mirror the "image® of

the Uzayyads.The produced " great wonders", the glory of medieval Islamic civilizate

~ion, bul were inwardly corrupt.Indeed, the " mark™ of the beast on theright hang®
and the "oark® of the beast on the "forehcad" which restrict the livlihcod or trade
ol the faithful sy=holizes the corrupt CAbbasId administration of the kharaj or
lznd tax (= the mark on the rt. hand) and the jizya or poll-tax (= the mark on the
Zorehesad), 195.

The rusker of the beast, 666 ( Rev 13:18 ):
a)

Rerarding the Apocalypse of St.John,the beast,the numerical value of whose
ig cbb: the intent is the vear, inncmuch ag that beast who is the Umayyad

trearcd in the vear 666 of the Christizn era.This prophecy relates to

cAbdutl-Bahi ), 196.

It is clear that the Umayyad ruler alluded to by ®Abdut1-BahZ in this letter
is MurEwiya I whose Caliphate lasted from 661-680.A.D.He is evidently understood
to be tho second 'beast™ of Rev 13.The murber of this 'beasth,666,1s taken to be
the six hundredth and sixly sixth year of the Christian era. Counting from the
(supposed)date of Jesus? birth around 4-5 B.C. the year 661 results: the date of
MVutaaiya's usurption of Imaxn Ecsan's (supposed) position as ShI®T Imam,On the
otrer hard it has been thought that the nuzber 666 refers to 654.A.D. when Mu'tGwe
~iya i3 said to have attexpted to make Damascas the centre of the Muslaim world
erd to have desecrated the twin holy cities Mecca and Medina, 197 Exactly what
Cibdufl.Baha meant by the year 666 C.E (?) is unclear. It seems probsble that
he had in mind the proclemlation of Mufawiya as Caliph at Iliya? (Jorusalem)
in the Boly Land ( in 661.A.D.) and the subsequent consolidation of Umayyad

power { around 666.4.D.[2]). .

b) "Six hundred and sixty six in one sense refers to Naooleon"{CAvdutl-Bahz).

This statezent was made by ®Abdutl-Baha in reply to a guestion put to him
in 1920 oy Dr. Lutfutllzh Hakim on behalf of the Bahatl writer E.T. )

15,

Hall (c.1880-1962) of Manchester (England) and written in a notebook.

The latter was probably aware of the comnon iqentification of Napoleon
Bonaparte {d.1821) with the beast whose number is 666 ( Napoleon was made
by gematria to yield this nunber) or may possibly have wondered whether
this were true as a result of reading or being informed of such speculat-
~ions as are contained in I.G. Kheirall's Behatu'llsh (1st.Ed. 1900 ).199'
Napoleon then, becomesyet another candidate for the position of the second

beast though FAbdu'l-BahE » who often gave sympathetic answers to all manner
of questions put to him, may not have taken this identification too seriously,
c) " As to the bteast referred to in the Anocalvrse, he was ‘a soul who

sought with his utmost power to destroy the Cause of Gcd, He was Lhe
ing of Persia, that is, one of the earlv kinps" (CAbdu'l-Banhg ). X0,

It is obviously not clear whether this extract from a letter of Abdur-
Baha refers to the Msecond beast" of Rev 13 — though this would seem to
be likely.Which " early" king of Persia is intended is also unclear though
it is most probable that the " beast™ who was an enemy of the Bib-Bahi'l .
movement 1is to be thought of as either Muhammad Shah (d.1848) or,=more likely,
N@siritd-Din Shah ( reigned 1848-1896) conceived as a neo-Umayyad type ruler.
Perhaps °Abdu'1—Bah§, in the light of Rev 13:15 (or less probably Rev 12{7{f)
where we are informed that the "second boast revives the Mrage™ of the "first
beast” and the Shi°I,BabI-Baha'l notion of the return (ratja )of the evil Uzayy-
-ads and their like, thought of Nasiri'd-Din _§g§h as the eschatological appearan-
=-ce of the Beast.We shall have occ;sion below to note the gometimes marked hatred
exhibited by certain groups of Babls towards the Qajars whom they saw as manifes-
~tations of the Antichrist-Dajidl or as neo-Umayyads,

A "pilgrim note" attributed to Shoghi Effendi,it is worth noting at this point,
has it that the revived "image"( refer Rev 13:15 which to the Baha'l reader
might suggest the notion of ra'ja or 'return" ) of the fix;s’c beast ( = the
Umayyads,etc ) represents anti-Babl measures taken by & corrupt ShI°T clergy
at the time of the Bab. 201, If the Shi°t clergy can be thought of as the
"image™ of the revived Umayyad beast then such a Qjar ruler of Masiri'd-Iin
_S_}l'a'.h might be thought of as the "beast"( that is the revived beas;’.) itself.

On a visit to ®Aldd and Haifa in 1909 (?) an English Baha'l lady nazed
Ethel J. Rosenburg ( 1858-1930) noted down CAbdu'l-Bahats explanation of the

"16th chapter of the Apocalypse,These notes, swmarized below along with certain

other suggested interpretations, throw further light on the above. Abdut1-Bahi
all but identifies the Qajars as evil manifestations despite his careful avoide
~ance of being labelled anti-royalist or his efforts to put across a politically
neutral stance ( hence perhaps also the vagueness of the phrase ™ one of the
early kings" in the passage quoted above). %2  The seven angels
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20 pour cut their seven vials or bowls (Rev 16:1£f) ere "seven powers" or
ire wileashing of various forces around the time of or at the time of the
rise of the 5abi-Baha'l movement.The pouring out of the seven vials signif-
—tes various canifestations of IslZmic corruption and BabI-Baha'I oppression,
vial 1. (16:2) vhich is poured upon the Mearth"™ signifies the corruption of

eartray riiers (= the "earth") in Islamic lands around the timo of the rise
o EzZbisz,Those who bear the "zark of the beast™ are the evil hypocrites.

Vil 2 (19‘3 ) vwhich is pohred upon the "sea" indicates the corruption of

tte ulz-a-and the learned (= the bloody sea ) which was the cause of spir-
-itual ''death".

Via® 2 (26:4~7) which is poured upon the “rivers"and the "fountains of watert™
siiudes to the corruption of lesser divines and teachers.

Visl 4 (16:8-9)which is poured upon the "sun" and which is allowed to scorch
trose who curse the name of God signifies the oppressive and ungodly rule of
tre IslEdic kingdoms of the East (= the sun; in particular the Ottoman Empire
{ or one of its Sultans?] or Persia (?) [ or one of its Shahs?]),203.

Vial 5 (16:10-11) which is poured upon the Mseat of the beast" whose kingdom
I in Gorvness and vhose sublects curse God indicates Persia and its corruption
( or Consiaztinopie~Istanbul the seat of the Ottoman Sultan whose Empire was in

darimess) ., <V

Vial 6 (16:12-16) which is poured into " the great river Euphrates" which was
ried up to prerare the way of the kings of the East refers to the opposition of
tre Ctioman and Persian pecple to the EabI-Baha'I movements (?)(or the triumph
02 Baha'u'llzh and his successors [=the "kings of the east"] over a corrupt
Pidisa in the region zround Barhdad,Iraq from the 1850's onwards [= the dried
up Supkrates region]),<00- o e
Tre ¢rarcn ( or mouth of the draron= neo-Umayyed (Q3ajars?) is Hajl Mirza KqasI
tre corrupt vizier of Muhammad Shen( see further below ). :
Trhe false troohet = Haji “Mirza Fuhammad Karlm Khan KirmanI (see further below)
¥ho ciaiced to be subject to divine revelations or said, "My words are rgvealod
frea arove” ( or possibly Mirzd Yahyd and Siyyid I»Iul_xam_qd[see gbove]).zo .
The (Lhree) foul spirits like frocs= the evils ( anti-Babi-Baha'l activities)
of Tre fersians (or ovil principles and false teachings).207.
Tre hziile of Armareddon= the troubles at'Roumelia and Macedonia"_( very likely
3s noted |see ir.ifo beiow | Bahatutllah®s confrortation with Mirza Yahya and the
Azalis at Adrianople from 1866 onwards; or those inner and outer conflicts and
wars | particularly the first_world yar of 1914-1918 ] that have troubled mankind
since the advent of Baha'utllzh ). %08,

Vial 7 (16:17-21) vhich is poured into the Mair" (thus permeating all things)

oredicts a grest or world war to come (? .i.e. W.W.I ) in which "small kingdoms"

(= "isiands" znd “sountaing",v.20) will suffer (='fled av.a*{cg and be bombed ( =

( rave “rreat hailstones" fail on thea from heaven,v,20 PR

™ e preat citv or rreat Babylon divided into throe parts by a great earthquakee=
tre (coming:) swle of Sabylonia (= Irag,etc ?) by three nations,or kings, the
Enclish,the Persiens and the Turks &s a result of (coming?) upheavals(?) (or
the earthquale or irreligious doubts which will divide corrupt human civilizate
~ion into those who give allegiance to the'three falzfg gods® of Nationalism,
Pacialisn and Commmism|= Babylon in three parts] ).<V°

- V7.

5) The hariot and the Scarlet Beast (Rev. 17).

The Baha'l writers Marsella,Moffett and Riggs,who each drew heavily on
the written or oral exposition of the Apocalypse attributed to ®Abdut1-Baha
and Shoghi Effendi ( often without indicating their sources), have all to
some extent commented on the 17th chapter of the book of Revelation.The
following notes set out a few of their remarks of interest in connection
with our theme-:

The harlot or great whore= the corrupted Word of Cod { the Umayyad and neo-
Umayyad corruption of pure Shi®l Islan) seated upon the 'many waters” of
humanity and resident in the "wilderness" of spiritual desolation or a symbol
of Persia. Her glorious royal attéﬂc symbolizes her clicntele,nanely the corrupt
priesthood and temporal rulers. .

The scarlet beast on which the great whore sits= the Umayyads and CAvb3sids

who were their “image" icf.on 12:3ff below and the comments of ©Abdu'l-Baha

on the 7 heads and 10 horns of the first beast).That this beast "was" sig-
-nifies that it existed as the empire of Alexander the Creat which did not

oxist in the lst century A.D. or "is not"™ but did exist or "is" in the form
of the Umayyads and neo-Umayyads (17:115.11', ascended out of "the bottomless

pit of error" in the 7th century A.D. to the wonderment of'they that dwell
on the earth® whoge names are not written in the "Book of Life™ or who are
not firm in the Shi'I (proto-Babi-Baha'i) covenant.

The 7 heads or 7 mountains on which the harlot sits are 7 dominions(cf.below
on Rev 12:3f) symbolized by 7 kings who are the Umaywd s and their dominions.
That 5 of them are fallen means that 5 of the 7 (previocusly mentioned) Umayyad
dominions were under the control of foriegn powers before the Umayyads rose from
the "bottomless pit" of error.i.e. (1) the Byzantines dominicn arcund Dazascus
(Syria,Palestine) dominated by the “Romans'; (2) the Arahian dominion,dominated by
the Romana,Byzantines,Abyssinians and Persians; (3)the Ejvptian deminion,deminated
by Romans and Byzartines; (L) tho African/Libwvan_ dominion,cominated by fomana,

Vandals and Byzantines; (5) the Andaluairn/Tranigh dominion,domirated by the Romans,

Vandals,Visigoths and Byzantines. Persia is the dominion that "ig"in that in was
under the dominions of the Selucids ,Parthians and Sassanids up until the riss of
the Umayyads.The dominion that is to come or " has yet to cime " and"remain orly
a little while'" was the dominion of Turkestan-Transcxania the hore of mere rozzdic
pastoralists and sedentry cultivators until the region became Turkish in the 6th
century A.D.This latter dominion,it is further thought,was conquered in the late
7th-8th centuries A.D. remaining only a "little while" until it ceased to exist
after the invasion of the region by Genghis Khan in the 13th century A.D.

The 8th king which "belongs" to the 7th and goes to perdition is the institut-
~ion of the Ottoman Caliphate which was abolished by the Turkish Grand Mational
Assembly in 1924, ’

Furthermore, the 10 horns or 10 kings, the Umayyads, are sald to have received
power for “one hour" or part of a day taken as a year of 360 days transforzed into
years roughly indicating the period of Umayyad supremacy.i.e. the 89 years I{rom
Mut3wiya I until Marwan II or 661-750.A.D. is alluded to as an "hour" or part of
a "day" of 360 years.

Finally, the Umayyad- CAbbasid beast personified as the Ottomon Caliph(ate)
and representing the corrupt Islamic dominions "shall make war on the lamd" or
the Bib and his followers.The latter however, will gain Wspiritusl victory" over
the 'beasth, 2.
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We nay conclude this partial synopsis of the Bah3'T interpretaticn of the
(proto-) Antichrist imagery in the Apocalypse by briefly noting the way in

which passages of interest withisthe 19th and 20th chapters of the book of

Revelation have been interproted. 3.

The fipgure on a yhite horse whose name is "The Word of God"™ (Rev 19:11ff )=
Eaha'utilah who rides the steed of divinely inspired doctrine or “truo theology®
and_whose secrel naze, written on the "white stone® of the covenant of Cod,is
Bah3 the mrstery of the "Greatest Name"( al-ism al-a‘zam ; Bahi = splendour;

a Busayn CA1T cawe to be known as Jirsb-i Eahn around the time of the Babl
scnference at Badasht in 1848 ). His'vesture dipped in blood" symbolizes his
sufferirgs or was a red robe which he wore (ef.Isa 63:1ff) and his "heavenly
ar=y" are the people ofﬁﬂ.hi, the Baha'Is who are the "hosts" of the "Lord of
Hosts™ ( Baka'u'llzh). :

The anmpal standinz in the sun who calls the fowls of heaven to feast on the

flesh of xings,captives,aighty men,horses and their riders, and of all men=
Baratutllzh (?5 vhose followers (= the "fowls of heaven") will "feast on" or
overceme the tyranny of corrupt rulers,military leaders,false theology,war,
eccacric injustice and ungodliness ( the latter four evils being the 4 horsemen

of Rev, 6:2ff ).The Bah3'Is or "hosts" of the "lord of Hosts" will also overcome

the corrupt ulama . or Muslim clergy and the "false prophet! who is probably to

oe trought of asz KariIm Kian Kirm or MIrz3 Yehyd ( see below and cf.Rev 19:18-
2C)as well as the "beast" (Pev 19:19-20) who is apparently to be identified in
this instance y%th those 15th century Islamic divines who opposed the Bzb and
Ean3tutilzh, 29- :

The_ancel with the ker to the bottomless pit who bound the dragon/ serpent/ devil/
satan for 1,000 years = baha'ufllah (7) in whose "Day" the souls of those righteous
ores { Christian martyrs,etc) who were not seduced by the Umayyad/neo-Umayyad beast
¥ill "return™ or be "resurrected" ( mystically speaking) and reign with the returned
Crrist (= the 5&b,Bakd'u'llah) for 1,000 years.(Rev 20:4bf),.Thoso pious ones who sit
on thronas may be the members of the Bahd!l Universal House of Justice ( first electe
-ed in 1653 )ard these who will be spiritually " resurrected",apart from true
Christians,will inclucde zembers of non-Christian religions ( in other words, the
true spirituality manilested by true believers in the past great religions will,in
the "Day" of Baha'u'llzh,be manifested by the Baha'Is who are their "return" ).

The wayward souls who are not "resurrected", the Umayyad type " rest of the dead®
who refescted Bahitu'llzh or the BXd (?) as the returned Christ, suffered the (implied)
? first death' for they had no part in the " first resurrection' or the advent of
the 2abI(+ Baxatl ) sciritual regengration which occured 1,000 years after the
death of the 11th InZa, Inha Hasan “AskarT ( 260.4.H./ 874.4.D.) or the birth or
oceultation of his (suprosed) som the 12th Imam & millenium before the year of the
Bab?s " declaration of his mission" in 1,260,A.H. or 1844.A.D.Those who did not
relect BahF'utllgh or fall prey to the "second death® will have truely attained
millenizal beatitude in the new age (20:5 ). <L6-

Satan and Gog end Magog who will surround the camp of the saints but be devoured
by neavenly fire= corrupt individuals with evil characteristics who,after the
first cilleniun or se of the Baui'l dispensation (? roughly 1844+ 1,000 years),
will refect DaRa'utllih? successor ( another 'manifestation of Godt! Yor fail
to be nurhered azong those souls who will atta.igﬁhe f'ggcond resurrection' despite
arother cutpouring of the love of God.(20:7f). .

As has teen indlicated at various points in the sbove synopsis,the Baha'l /
interpretation of much of the eschatological imagery within the Apocalypse has
its roots in the SHI°T notion of the "return® of Umayyad typo oppression or 28,
oppressors who becoms MAntichrist® figures in the sense of being anti~Babi-Baha'l.

Vo have seen that it is either explicitly stated or implied that
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certain (Gjar rulers and statesmen,most notably Nisin'd-DIn Shih and Hajji
Mirz3 Kqasi, or such opponents of the Bab and BahZ'utiiZh as the f_':_ha;’._f_?;l
leader XarIm Khin Kirminl and MIrzX Yshyd,wers ™ beasts” in the sense of
being the return of Umayyad oppreasora.'i'he BahA'T interpretation of ths
(proto~ )Antichrist imagery in the Apocalypse thus mirrors the BabI applicat-
~ion of those SHI*I eschatological traditions that speak of the return of the
hatod Umayyads or thoir like on whom vengence was expected to be taken by
the Mahdif*im or returned Imim Husayn with some 72 or 313-or more true .
Shiites,
From around the time of the death of Muhammad Shah in 1848 the E3bls,
inspired by such traditions as that ha.nde:i down by al-Mufaddal ibn “Umar
from Indn Ja’far S3diq, manifested & marked anti-Qijar hostility and came
to raise the "bla.::k standard” of revolt in the name of the (atim (and/) or
the returned InZn Husayn. 29. Those B3bIs who participated in the struggle
that took place around the shrine of Shaykh Abd A1l al-Fadl Tabarel in
Mazandaran (Irén) from September 1848 appear to have thoug;zt of themselves
as situated in ( the new) Karbala, led by the returned Iz3m Husayn(identified
at times with Mull¥ Husayn Bushrli'l ) and constituting the 313 companions of
the Qatim ( thought by some to be either Mull3 Husayn Bushri'f or Mulld
Muhammad ®AIT Wuddils ) engaged in a holy war (iihad ) against royalist
and ovil forces seen as the "family of Abli Sufyan" ( Teheran being idertified
with Damascus ).The scene depicted in such traditions as the following were
thought to have been realized by Habls who imagined themselves™involved in .
the final jthad against the forces of the Antichristy, 220+

" When al-Qatim will rise in Khurasan,he will proceed to Kufa Ve
and thence to Multan,passing through the jazira of Banu Kawan;
but al-Qatim among us will rise in Jilan avong the people of
Daylam and there will be for my son the Turkish flags,.” 22+  /

In some of the eschatological .‘_S_L\'i°a'. traditions ( which are far from
consistent) the characteristics of the Dajj3l mentioned in the Sunni i
traditions are associated with various hated Umayyads, most notably
Mutawiya I and Yazid I who, along with al-SufyanY ( a Syrien/Umayyad

MMpgsigh figure™ who ia _S_hicI traditions becomes as Anti-MahdI/GZ'im"/
Im3n Husayn to appear in the last days) are to reappear and be defeated
in the eschatological struggle or ,11_}:_4_;_.222‘ Doveloped SWi°YT apocalyptic
it might be said, exhibits a highly complex "Antichrist®(or more accurately
though clumsily Anti-MahdT/@&%im ) tradition which was creatively interpreted
by the early BibIs and which contributed to the Baha'I interpretation of
the (proto- )Antichrist imagery in the Apocalypse. 323,

v Ram we e v ot e e o e,
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The Artichrist(s) of the Johannins Epistles.

As noted below the Johannine Epistles are the only Biblical writings that
explicitly mention the Antichrist figure which is 'demythologized? in the

sense of signifying the eschatological appearance of a plurality of heretics
or 'antichrists®.Despite the fact that Bsha'l writers have at times 'demyt holog=
=-ized! the mzinstreaz Antichrist tradition like the author(s) of 1 and 2 John
these texts are seldoa quoted by them, ®Abdutl-Bsha was however,asked about the
zeaning of 1 Jn 4:3 in February 1909 by an American Bah3'l couple, Mr. amd Mrs.
Joserh H. Hannan.In their record of their pilgrimage to CAkka and Haifa entitled
Akka Lights they note that they asked SAbdu'l-Bsha the following question:

"Q.:estion— 2 Cor,,11:14~15, St.Paul says: Saten hinself is transformed
into an sngel of light.Therefore it is no great thing 4f his ministers
also be transforzed as the ministers of righteousness: and in 1 John
L:3, St.John speeks of Anti-Christ as the spirit that confesseth not
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh,What is the application of these
teachings tg 2’?zhis day,and how may the spirit of Anti-Christ be identified
to-day?m, 22,

cAbdn’l—BahE's reply is of considerable interest.He begins by stating that
these XT texts refer to the ™ great disturbance™ that is to occur in the latter
days.Exalted souls will be abased and lowly souls will attain great glory in
these tizes just as Caiphas was abased and Peter and Mary Magdalene were elevated
in the tize of Christ.Thus, at the time of Baha'u'llzh even Mirza Yahys became
# the lowest of men,whereas remote souls beceme the nearcst to the throne", The
spirit of intichrist which denies the bodily incarnation of Jesus in these days,
€iodat)-Baka continues, signifies Haji MIrz3 Muhammad Karinm Khin KirmanI( see
further below) who rejected the Bab and Bah3'utllzh;
" The spirit of Anti-Christ was identified at the day of the Manifestation
in the person of Haji Mohammed Karim Xhan, who did not confess that the
Christ-spirit had becoms manifes: in the flash in this day." 225,
Virgie Viols Vail stands among the few Baha'l writers who have comnented on
the Antichrist/s of 1 and 2 John.She wrote a row extremely rars and little known
book entitled The Clorious Kingdom of ths Father Foretold which was one of the

zajor contributiors to the Baha'l interpretation of the Bible in the light of the
226

»ission of Baratu'llch, ° In her treatment of the meoning of the Mreturn of
Christ™ ehe argues that Christians and others who hold that Christ will not come
again as another divine man " in the flesh®™ (i.e. as Bsha'u'llzh)ars the eschat-

-ological manifestation of the Mspirit™ of the Antichrist or the *‘antichrista".zzz"
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Then, in her chapter on False Christs,she quotes 1 Jn 4:1-3 and 2 Jn 7 and
stresses that Baha'u'llah has appeared as Christ coms again " in the flash®

and ¥ in like manner” (cf, Acts 1:11 ).She teaches that the Antichrist/s of the
Johannine Epistles are " athiests who do not acknowledge the power of Ced to

send His word (Baha'u'll3ah) into the human realm by manifesting in human tom."m'
While then, hypocritical religionists are the false teachers or prophets mentioned
in Matt 24:5,athiests and others become latter day docetists in that they deny

the incarnation of the Word of God in the person of Baha'u'llgh who is the return
of the spirit of Christ ™ in the flesh®.

It 1s possible that Virgie Vail was influenced in her interpretétion of the
fspirit" of the Antichrist by earlier speculations of Mason Remey (1874-1973)
who championed'a Baha'l "orthodoxy" in America and elsewhers when ™ covenant
breaking" ( conceived as indulgence in — . quasi-Bzha'l metaphysical specul=
-ation or occult theosophy contrary to the teachings of ©Abdu*1-Bah3 or assoc-

- =igtion with his declared enemies ) threatened the unity of the Baha'l co::nunity.zz?'

From around the time of the first world war, Remey, who was a prolific writer and
zealous Baha'l, had managed to establish himself as the leading occidental exponent
of the Baha'l philosophy of the covanant.zjo’ Writing from Hawali to an American
Baha'l assembly in 1913 he expressed his conviction that there is a "natural
human force" in man that resists the " religion of Cod" and which has " ever been
the spirit of the Anti-Christ",This "spirit of Anti-Christ™ is " the splrit of
denial of the Word manifest" which serves to quicken those souls who are

" gteadfast in the Kingdom," 1.

At the time of the Chicago 'Reading Room affair' of 1917-18 which was partly
triggered by the supposedly heterodox occult philosophy of a Boston metaphy s~

‘=ician named W.W.Harmon who had been encouraged to write by cAbdu'l—BahE,sz'

P

Remey and his assoclates initiated what was practically a Baha'l inquisition.
A remarkable set of observations designed to foster'firmmess in the Bghatl
covenart" (  privately circulated in limited mimeographed edition)ertitled '
The_Protecticn of the Cause of God ( approved by the "Cormittee of Investig-
~ation") were circulated by Remoy in 1918.At one point Remey writes:

" It is found in this day that many peopls unawakened spiritually
naturally resent the doetrine of the "danifested VWord" or tle
"Incarmate Christ". In other words the spirit of the anti~Christ
is abroad everywhere.Some people when quostioned, who perhaps
may bear the name Christisn, are often found to be vague upon
this point which is the very foundaticn of Cod's religion,for
it has been found that while the Manifestation of God is the
point of guldance to the believer after one is confirmwed,the

e e g e




zz.

Manifestation of God is also the point of the greatest test

to those who are yet in doubt..Of all the religlous movem-
~ents in the world, I know none upon which the people place
zore stress than do the Bahais upon the Revealed Word, and
there is no body of people who take a stronger stand against
the spirit of anti-Christ than they do.Basically speaking,

the spiritual war which {he Bahais are now waging against

the spiritual darkness of the world is the strugple of the 23
Christ against the anti-Christ spirit in its many forms.. ¢

This passage spesks largely for itself.Remey saw the spirit of
the Antichrist everywhere and believaed that Baha'l doctrine as
ke and his associates conceived it constituted the true recognit-
-ion of the "Manifested Word™ or person of Bahatu'llih.He imagined
himself to be engaged in a veritable ™ battle of Armageddon" against
the spirit of the Antichrist at a time when Baha'I ™ covenant breaking?
and world unrest and war threatened the recognition of the second Christ
and the true understanding of the station of °Abdufl-Baha.
AL this point it may be noted that Abdu'l-Baha in his Risala~yi STyasIyya
("Treatise on Politics" written in 1892-3 ) which was primarily addressed to *
the Baha'Is of Iran identifies the (human) Dajjial with Baha'l hypocrites
who sre the cause of discord or who inwardly violate the Baha'l covenant, v
He writes: '
" 0 Beloved of God! Cive ear, consider attentively and endeavour to
guard yourselves against violation [ 5>\ or sedition];and
if you suell the odour of corruption from anyone,even if he appear
to be a person of great importance and inco arably learned,know
that he is the [human (manifestat:.on of the)) Dajisl and the enemy
of the Glorious One ( al-Jalzl ).® 235,

Baha'I writers, it will be evident, do not exactly restrict the signifi- e
—cance of the eschatological appeasrance of the Antichrist/ Dajial to any
eingle individuzl of an infamous nature.Certain individuals are however,
singled out as teing,as it were, supreme incarnations of the Antichrist
idsa.Such a perspective has been expressed by Shoghi Effendi who probably
had in mind the following . points-: 1) the Bahat!l denial of the supernat-
~ural or real existence of Satan,or the Devil,( frequently mentioned by
€A52ut1-Baha )yd2) the fact that various Babl and Bsha!I writers have
identified a plethora of anti-BabI-Baha!I individuals as manifestations
of the Antichrist/Dajjal idea,Conscious of the need to refute the Christian
idea that the Antichrist would be a single supernatural eschatological advarl
~sary he wrote, .

# e [Baha'Ts] do rot believe in Anti-Christ in the sense the Christians
do.Anyone who violently and determinedly soug't to oppose the Manifes-
~tation could be called an Manti-Christ", such as the Vaz{r in the
Bébts days, Ha3£ Mirza Agdsfn 236,

‘ Adhirbayjan at a time when he might have been able to meet Mu{:a.-.ma.d

23,

Hail Mirza Agzsi the "Antichrist™ of the Babl Dispensation.

w[Muhammad Shik's] evil genius, the omnipotent Haji Mirza Aqasi,
the power behind the throne and the chief instigator_of the outrages
perpetrated agmnst the Bab,.the Antichrist of the Babi Rcvelation"

(Shoghi Effendi). 237.

FTa e S e T

A great deal has been written by BabI and Baha'l writers about
MIrz3 “Abbas Travenl or Haji Mireza KqasI (17e4-1849 ) tho notorious
grand vizier of Muhammad Shah whose accession to the throne he is sald
to have predicted. Both his manipulation of the sovereign and his marked
hostility to the BabIs are well known.Eugene Flandin's description of him
calls to mind the physiognomic characteristics of the Dajjal though this
theme,as we shall see, is more important in connection with the Shaykhi
leader KarIm Khan Kirmani,
" Haji Mirza Aqasi.. Imagine a nose,very long and curved,over an
edentulous mouth and surmounted by badly dyed hair,bloodshot but ,
lively eyes, a brusque gesture, a subtle or rather sly appearance, ;
and one has the exact portrait of this singular personage.This
. little old man, still vigorous, was like all Persians, vain to
excoss.. his conversation was scarcely of a nature to destroy the
prejudices,little favourable to his person, which had been in our
minds before this presentation.." 238.
BabI and Baha'l sources have it that Haji Mirzd AqisT constantly
incited the fears of Huhamad Shah in terms of the Babis.He 1s said to :
have prevented the Bad from communicating directly with or meeting hinm. 29.
As early as the first year of his mission the Bab had, in his Qayyim ale
Asma ( commentary on the Qurfanic surat al-Yusuf, 1844 ),called upon ;
Hajl MirzE AqasI to relinquish his position and in a subsequent letter to '
Muhanmad Shah referred to him in the following terms: :

# Dost thou[ Muhammad Sh¥h] imagine him whom thou hast appointed
Chancellor in‘thy kingdom to be the best leader and the best
supporter? Nay, I swear by thy Lord.He will bring thee into
grevious trouble by reason of that which Satan instilleth into
his hoart, and verily he himself is Satan..He comprehendeth not
a single letter of the Book of Cod,.Indeed,in the estimation of
the people he is naught but_manifest darkness.." 20,

Haji Mirza Aqds¥ was responsible for the Bab's incarceration in

Shah.He engineered the examination of the Bab at Tabriz in 1848 st

which the now self-confessed Qa'im was condemmed and bastinadoed.

From ChihrIq shortly after the latter humiliation the Bab sternly
admonished Haji Mirzi - AqdsI in a letter known ss the Khutba~yi Cshrivya,
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A year or so later he, having fallen from grace in the estimation of
the notables of Tihran and the young Nigiri*d-Din Shih,died in Karbila
(in 1849 before the Bab's execution in July 1850,). 24,2,

We have seen that Haji Mirzz Zq3sT was mentioned by Abdul-Bahi in
cernection with the beast imagery of the Apocalypse and that Shoghi
Efferdi has referred to him as the Antichrist of the BabI period.It
will therefore coze as no suprise to learn that certain early Babls
thought of him as & manifestation of the Daiiil.Mirza Muhammad AT
Zunuzl for exawple, in a dialogue with a learned gaygi written before
his zartyrdom{ along with tke B3b) in 1850 ,  not only identified Karim
Ehan KirzznI( see below) as the manifestation of Sufyan (zuhiir-i Sufyan)
but saw Haji MIrz Ag@sI as the evil Dajjal. 23 Calling to mind Shoght
Effendi's identification of Haji Mirzi AqdsT as the " Antichrist of the
Babl Reveletion™ the author of the Nugtat_al-Kif (e¢.1852?) expressed the
opinion that, ™ The point of unbellef of the age and the Antichrist of the
dispensation is [ Hajji MIrzz] Aqasi. 24,

Hafi Mirz3 Muhawnad KarTm Khen Kirmani the Mone-eved Dajial®,

Staykh Ahzad Ahsa'l (d.1826 ) the founder of the ShaykhI school was -
succeeded by Siyyid lein RaghtI (d.1843) whose passing precipitated
something of a crisis in that he appears to have made no clear statement
8s to the identity of his successor.Karim ghin Kirmini( 1810-1870) who had
studied wde> the second Shaykh in KarbilZ and who was the son of a cousin
and scn-in low of Fath “Al1 Shih,made a strong bid for the leadeship of the
ShaykhI commnity.From Kirmin in the mid 18,0's he was able to gradually [
stiract to himself the majority of Persian ShaykhIs who did not become Bab¥s.
By the end of his days he kad " 5o consolidated his own position..that the
succession passed,after a brief dispute,to his second son Haj Muhammad Xnan, ,
descending in the same family to the present day%, 23+

KarIm Khin was not only pomessed of considerable political influence through
his lirks with the ruling Qijars but was an influential and prolific writer on

most aspects of the religious sciences of his day.It has been estimated that he .

wrote ‘soms 278 books in Arabic and Persian which cover, " not only the field
of philosophy and Shitite theosophy ,the spiritual hermeneutice of the Qur'an
and the hadith but also an encyclopedia of the sciences: medicine,physics,

optics,s.stronow,theorg of light,of colour,of music,including alchemy,and N
n 2b.

.

related sciences..

The polymathic erudition of KariIm Khin made him a formidable
opponent of the Bab and his disciples many of whom came from a
ShaykbI backzround.As early as July 1845 he had penned the first
of a nunber of weighty refutations of Bibism ertitled Iehiq al-
Batil ('The crushing of falsehood?). %7, This polemical treatise
was folloved less than a year later by his Tir-i Shihdb..('The_
Shooting Star!, March 1846) and subsequently supplemented by such
enti-Babl works as his al-Shihab al-Thagib..(Piercing Star,, January

1849). %8 76 the end of his life KarIm Khin remained a bitter enexy
of both the Bab and Baha'u'llzh who not only had him formally acquainted
with their claims but vehemently denounced him,

In his article The Babis of Persia(II) E.G.Browne records a tradition
to the effect that the Bab, on receiving a treatise written in refutation
of his claims by KarTm Khan, ldentified its author with the athIm (sinful
one) mentioned in the L4ith sira of the Qur'an,the sirast—gl dukhzn.He wrote
the letters Ha' Mim ( sura 44 is the 5th of 7 Qurtanic siiras which begin
with these detached letters)on its opening page in which KarTa Khin had
written: " Thus says the sinful (athIm) servant, Muhammad Karim,son of
Tbrahim".This for the Bab evidently called to mind Qur'an L4:43/8,
® Verily (the fruit) of the tree of al-Zagqum { the infernal tree] shall
be the food of the impious (athim )..Taste (this); for thou art that mighty
(and) honourable (karIm ) person®. %9+ gartm Khan had unwittingly condem-
~ned himself:
" Eat ye your punishment for youe unbelief.This is the tree of
Zaaqum, .And we have warned the sinful (athim ) of a painful
punishment ,of the burning and the flames,and the fires of Hell,

Now hath the decree come to pass.Eat then,0 thou mighty and
honourable one (al-karIm)". 250, )

As already mentioned Karim Khan KirminI has been identified with the
Antichrist or Dajjal. This dentification,in the light also of the physiog-
-nomic characteristics of thé Daijal, most notably his being 'one-eyed!?,
was made By Babis from an least as early as 1847 and even,somewhat unconvine-
cingly, sttributed. to Siyyid Xazim RaghtI the second Shaykh of the Shaykhis.

" In 1887-8 the spostle of Bahatutllah Mull3 Muhaznad Zarandl ,Nabil-i A%zan
completed a lengthy history of the BabI-Bahat!l movements which contains some
traditions of considerable interest in connection with our theme, 1. He notes
that Siyyid Kezim RashtI had frequently mentioned that the promised Qatim
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would be of "pure lineage™ or "Millustrious descent" of the Mseed of Fatimih®
and be " frez from bolily deficiency: a notion doubtless rooted in th;
physiognomic descripticns of the oxpocted Mahd1/Qatim ( as opposed to those
of the Daiiil) and the ShI’T noticn that the prophet-Imdm is not only
guarded Srom sin (ma®sia) but a physically perfect human being ever free of
bodily infirmity or cisease, 2°2° Zarandl then reports that,for Shaykh Abd
Turd and other Shaykhis, Siyyid Kizim's mentioning the bodily wholeness of
the expscted Qa'im pointed to the shortcommings of certain leading Shaykhis,
Karim Khin was "ons eyed" and "sparsely bearded" ,Mirza Hasan Gawhar "exception-
-ally corpulent® and Mirza MuhIt-i Sha'ir-i Kirmanl © ;xtraordinarﬂy lean
and talln, 253+ These three Shayxhis were in other words, thought to exhibit
Lajizl-like physical characteristics.
We Lave seen how, in the Christian as well as the Islamic p}vsiqgmmic
Antichrigt-Daiial traditions ,the eschatological adversary was often thought
to be characterised by having peculiar gres or being Y'one-eyed™ or
either lean or tall or huge or corpulent.The attribution to or the highlighting
of the actual or suppesed physical deficiences of the enemies of the BEbI—Bah;'I\f
" movements is & not uncommon feature of BabI-Baha*T historiography and polemic
influenced by the Antichrist-Daijal traditions.Mulls Mvhammad-i MamaganI for
exazple, a leading Shaykhl who made e leadership bid ( from TabrIz ) after the
" passing of Siyyid Kazim and who played a leading role in the first examination
of the B3b in Tabriz (in August 18.8) whose death-warrant he subsequently signed,
has been described by Shoghi Effendi as a " one-eved and white bearded rene oW

Zarandi's sbovementioned report of Shaykh ABu Tufab's narration continues and
focuses upon Siyyid Kazim's supposed attitude towards KarIm Khan.Shaykh Abu
Turad, who evertually became a BabI and married MullR Husayn's sister,relates
that a disciple of Karim Khan presented the second Shaykh with s treatise written
by his master who desired approval of its contents,Siyyid Kiz}m read a few portions
of the treatisze but declined to pass judgement on its acceptability,Then,when
Xarin Khin's disciple left Siyyid Kizim's presence, he is said to have stated in
a sorrowful voice:

uAccursed be he [KarIm KhaEn]! For years he has been associated with me,
2nd now that he intends to depart,his one aim,after so many years of
study and cozpanionship,is to diffuse,through his book,such herstical

and athiastic doctrines as he now wishes me to endorse.He has covenan-
~ted with a nuzber of self-seeking hypocrites with a view to establish-\-
-ing himself in Kirman, and in order to assume,zfter my departure,from
this world,the reigns of undisputed leadership,.How groviously he erred

in his judgement?! For the breeze of divine Revelation wafted from the
dayspring of guidance,will assuredly quench his light and destroy his

.
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influence.Tho tree of his endeavour will yield naught but the
fruit of bitter disillusion and gnawing remorse.Verily,I say,
you | Shaykh Ab@ Turab] will behold this with your own eyes.

My prayer for you is that you may be protected from the misch-

~gvious influence which he, the Antichrist of the promised
Revelation will in future exercise,® 255,

This narration,which may tell us more about BabI-Baha'l anti-
[Kirmani] ShaykhI polemic than the actual sentiments of Siyyid
Xazim clearly identifies KarIm Khan with the Antichrist of the
BavT period, 256. ’ ’ A
Among the oarly Babl apologetic tracts that dwell upon the physiog-

-nomic gharacteristics of KarIm Khan as a neo-Umayyad or Dnjjal-like
opponent of Bzbism 1s the Risala in refutation of the latter written
by al-QatIl ibn al-Karbala'l in Karbild in 18.7. 2!* The author of
this brief trestise (a one time pupil of Siyyid Kazim)after quoting and
commenting on various traditions believed to predi::t the date and circum~
~stances of the Bzb's mission , poses a question.ls it more likely he asks,
whether KarIm Khan,who in various letters had claimed to be the promised
Qa'im who would fi11 the earth with justice (al-Qa'im bitl-Azr)or the B3
be the promised one? How can Karim Khan make such claims in the light of
the fact that he s ™ one-eyed"( - .l s> ), "sparsely bearded”

( 511 ) and short-statured® or has Daifil-like characteristica?
Is ng KarIm Khin one given to emoking or whose"inside" is "filled with

smoke” ( (3'£3); a shoot from the Umayyad tree who busied himself
opposing the law of the Prophet for no less than 15 years? 258, For ibn
al-Xarbalatl the vory - appearance of KarIm Khin and his company call
the Umayyads,Sufyanids and the company of Mu'awiya to mind. 29. Indeed,
the third Shaykh resembles Mutéwlya with respect to his beard, Iblfa(the
Devil) 4n his blindness and calls to mind the ™ well of Eden" (2 ;> /)
in having his inside filled with smoke.All are startled at the sight of
this evil one who is of abhorrant countenance ( A..?-)ﬁ Mf,.{ ), short-
stature (3. (3T ~o%) and who is of despicable birth and lineage

. Lo 260,
Following earlier BabI tradition,Bshatutllah in his Xitsb-i Tp3n (e.
1862)condexmed KarIm Khdn and applied the verses quoted above from the

Qur'anic surat al-dukhan to him noting how ¥ clearly and exp}icitly he
hath been described in God's incorruptible Book™. * He believed that




25,

the very title of his Irshad al-CAwam or "Spiritual Directives for the
lImcrant] Masses underlined in itself the pride and folly of one. whose
érudition veiled him from that supernatural and God-given inspiration
that is characteristic of the true BabI gnostic.The MSamiri of ignorance®
te had rejected the "Moses of knowledge™( the Bzb ),

It also sppearsthat Baha'u'lIsh alludes to Karim Khan's being (supposedly)
"One—eyed” in his Kitab-i Jgan for st one point,in the course of entreating
the learned among the B3bIs not to rely on their limited intellects in
seeking the coming divine ranifestation, he writes:

" And yet, notwithstanding all these sdmonitions,We perceive that

& one—eved man (! =5>) who is himself the chief of the

people( ps¥ s\ ),is arising with the utmost mglevolence

against Us, We forsee that in every city people will arise to

supfress the blessed Beauty..We can discern ocne who is reputed

for such devoutness and piety thal men doem it an obligation to

obey hizm..who will arise to assail the very root of the divine

Tree.." 263,
- Though it is not absolutely certain that it is KariIm Khan who 1s here
alluded to— though he wielded some political influence and had consoli-
—dated his position by 1862 when the Kifab-i Igin was written he had been
explicitly nared and condemned earlier in this book—a number of Baha'l
writers have expressed this opinion, “Abd el-Homid Ighraq Khaveri(1902-
1972) for example,in his massive though disordered Qamus-i Tran in the
course of commenting on the line, " We forsee that in every city people
will arise to su press the blessed Beauty®, states that the Mone-oyed® person
is most probably Karim Khin.He adds,it is of interest to note, that KarIm
Khan had ™white scales” ( >..A-JL,,SI ) on one of his eyes; they grew .
such that though he endeavoured to cut them off he was unable to attain
clear v-ision. 265. The implication is that KarTm Khin was not exactly or
l1iterally one-eyed but posessed one disessed eye.His photograph seems to
bear this out for we do not see evidence of a missing eye. 6.

Axong the major letters or Mtablets™ of Bsha'u'llah,ons,probably dating
from the early “Ak period of his ministry and known as the Lawh-i Qina’®
("Tablet of the Veil", c.1869-70?) was specifically addressed to KarIm Xhan.
Tne third Shaykh had been sent a book which made Bahitu'llzh's claims known
to hiz bub rejected then as he had rejected the claims of the author of the
Qavyim al-As7a.In consequence the Lawh-i Qina¢ condemns him being addressed
to one who " has a reputation for knowledga™ but who stands on " the brink

29.

of the pit of errorh, 267'At one point in this condemnatory epistle
Baha'u'llah indicates that Karim Khan was present at the time of the
mission of the prophet Muhamuad under or with " another nazs"( —l

,Z 5). 268. It is possible that this application of the notion of
(eschatological) "return" (ra®ja ) is related to our theme, It has
been noted below that the one-eyed Dajjal, most notably as Ibn Saiyad,
was believed to have lived at the time of the prophet Nuhammad.On the
other hand,if Baha'u'llah had in mind a specific even p;ssibly'ane-eyed'
Dajjal-like individual, Abi Sufyan ibn Harb would be appropriate as the
previous manifestation of KarIm Khan, This especially since Abli Sufyan was
for many years a [i#rce opponent of the prophet B\ﬂxmad as chief of the
Umayyad clan of ®iba Shams and one who is said to have lost an eye in
battle, “°’* His portrait was in fact,like that of XarIm Xhan,assimilated
to the physiognomic description of the Dajjal as the following note makes
perfectly clear:

" [The eschatological Sufyan): His name is 'Othmén the son of 'Ataba
of the children of Yaz{d ibn Mu'dwiya ibn Ab{ Sofyan.He is a thicke
set man with an ill-countenance, a face pitted with small pox, a
large head and blue eyes.He has never rendered service to God, nor
seen Macca or Medina, and his eyes seem to squint.. a man shall ‘
come forth from the direction of Mecca whose name is Solfyfn ibn
Harb.Perheps he may be that Sofy&n who has been previously ment-
~ioned.," 270.

Whether or not the passags from BahZ'u'll3h's Lawh-i Qina® referred to
sbove was inspired by Karlm Khan's early identiﬁcaéion with the one-eyed
eschatological opponent,the fact remains that the third Shaykh has, for
both Babls and Baha'Is,been seen as one of the most infamous manifestat-
-ions of the Antichrist-Dajjal.For them at least the physiognomic descri-
-ptions of the Antichrist-Dajjil find something of a literal fulfillment,

®abd al-KarIm Effendi Tihr2rl, it may finally be noted,has,in the course
of a lecture delivered in the United States on June 3rd 1900, not only
applied II Theas 2:4 to KarIm Khan but explicitly identified him as " the
Sofyani® mentioned "in the Mohammedan books..who will appear before the real

Mahdi™, .27 * From his home in Egypt he, as the teacher of I.G.Kheiralla, had
Journeyed to the United States in 1900 at the command of ®Abdutl-Baha in order

. to guard the American Baha'ls from the propaganda of Mirz3 Muhammad cuay

( the half-brother of ®Abdu'l-Bahd who,in the 1890's had contested his being

‘the head of the Bahi'I community ) whom Kheiralla supported from 1899.The

faction headed by Mirzi Muhammad ®ALT had accused °Abduftl-Bshi of claiming
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Pivinity or being an independnt ™anifestation of God"( mazhar-i illshi ).272'
It appears that they quoted II Thess 2:4 in connection with these supposed
claics of “Abdu?l-BahZ in order to underline their accusations.Consequently,
€Abd al-Karim at one point in the abovementioned address specifically directed
against the ™zkizeen" ( "covenant breakers™ or in this instance supporters of
Mirz3 Muhazmad SAIT ) writes:

"Scze of these Nakizeen,in order to make things agree with their own
interests and desires,are endeavouring to mislead the hearts of others
thkrough some insinuations thrown to them every now and them; and in
order to strengthen their position at the present time and corroborate
their false statements,they have invented,according to their own ideas
and izasinaticns,a new interpretation of some passages of the Holy Books
which refer to the acrtesrance of a false one before the real Codjclaiming -
for cthers what they do nob claiz for themselves.But,alas,they read the
Becks and do not undersiznd; rather they warc its meaning to suit thelr
own designs in order to ensble them to skillfully concoct their contrived
thexes.That prophecy which is mentioned in the Bible, as well as in the
Koran and other books, regarding the appearance of the false God[i.e.

TI Thess 2: 4 ),first, has not the slightest connection with the well
kncwn presant conditions, but in reality it refers to the time of the
Menifestetion [ Bah3tutllzh], and the false one, Manifestation,who 7
arpeared before him, ™ showing himself as God" {II Thess 2:4 ]." 3.

——— e ———

Thus, in order to refute the accusation that ®Abdut1-Bahd claimed .Divi'nity
as indicated in II Thess 2:4 and elsewhers, ®Abd al-KarIm denies that such
texts have anything to do with the period of the ministry of SAbdutl-Baha;
rather, " these exblems and signs, as mentioned in the Books, were not conne

-scted with any other appearence save that of the Manifestation,Beha'U'llah."zm'

The false claimant to Divinity should appear st the time of or before the
appearance of the true manifestation of Divinity.Indeed, ®Abdu?1-Baha never
¢laiced D:‘..w."inity 275. and the one predicted in such texts as II Thess 2l .
is Karlm Xhan Kirn@nl the evil Sufyani who ™ showed himself as God".Perhaps
influenced by that passage in Baha'u'llah's Lawh-i Qind © mentioned above
®ibd al-Xarim continues thus:

" Before the appearance of the Bab, a man by the name of Karim Khan, of
the city of Karman|[sic], Persia, appeared| fn reads, 'See II Thessalom-
~ians], Mshowing hinself as God" [II Thess. 2:k,— KarIm Khan almost
certainly never made any such clain], ard persuaded the people to believe
in hiz and thus succeeded in bringing to him a great number of followers;
and scme of his disciples have recognized him to be God.The naue of Karim
Khan is known throughout the country there and elsewhere.He claimed a
great rission and wrote many books which can be procured by anyone who
wants them.The Manifestation{ BahZtutllah] sent him two Tablets, but he
did pot belleve.ldis followers are many and they are known by the name of
the Sneikhyist[ ShayikkI ] Sect.The Beloved Perfection hath said that the
one who is rentioned in the Mohammedan books as Sofyesni,who will sppear
before the real Mahdi, is this one, Karim Khan," 276.

——— -

\
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Appendix I, Tho 7 Angels with the 7 Trumpets (Rev, 8,9,11:15f),

These chapters of the Apocalypse are,in various unpublished Baha'l
“pilprim?s notes™ held to predict events within Christien,Islamic and
Pabi-Baha'l history.The opinions of the previously mentioned Baha'l
writers on the Apocalypse (see fn's 179-18l below)based in larpge meas-
~ure on unpublished ( and non-authoratetive) utterances of Shoghi Effendi
may be summarized as follows-:

1st An'gel with trumpet (8:7) = Anti-Christian persscutions by the Roman
authorities up until 238.A.D. or the mission of Imam SAlT (d.661.A.D.)and
his struggle for the Caliphate.

2nd_Angel with trumpet (8:8) = Anti-Christian persecutions from 2.9.A.D.
under the Emperors Decius and Diocletian or the mission of Imaa Hasan(d,
669.4.D.) and the supression of his partisans by Hu'aw:Lya I (661-680.A.D.).

3rd_Angel with trumcot (8:10-11)= The confusionand corruption'ot the Church
on the conversion of Constantine (c.311,A.D.),the “fallen star® named "orm-
~wood" or tho mission and martyrdom of Imzm Husayn(d.680.A.D.) whose enery
Mu'awiya is the "fallon sbaxr™ named "Wormwood,

th Anpel with trumpet (8:12-14) = The invasion of western Rome beginning with
that of the Visigoths under Alaric the Bold in 408.A.D. and followed by that of
the Vandals end Huns before the rise of Islam or (?) the oppression of ShiCism
gnder the twolve Imams from SAlT until the death of the 11th Imam al-Hasan al-

Askari (d.260.A.H. = 87L.A.D.) or the "occultation"( ghayba) of the (suppo:ed).l

12th Imam Muhammad al-Muntazar( the Imam MahdI).

5th _Anpel with trumpet (9:1-11) = The Muslim invasion of African and Asian .
Christendom under the "rightly-guided Caliphc" and the Umayyads and the oupress-
~ion of Shiism.The "locusts® which emerged from the "amoke" (= false teachings)
are the Umayyad troops and their leaders whose "king", the "angel of the bolton-
~less pit" called Abaddon and Avollyon, is Abi Sufyan father of Mu'awlya I the
fountainhead and symbol of Umayyad and neo-Umayyad oppression.

6th Anpel with trumpet= The unleashing of the Sunnl Muslin forces ( symbolized
by the "four angels" or ‘four major Sunni schools of jurisprudence: the Hanafl,
1%.116,_3_55:1%, oand Hanball schools) beyond the Euphrates resulting in the fall
of Constantinople (Byzantium) in 1453.A.D. and in the slaying or cutting off of
one thilrd of Christendom.

%h Angel with trumpet = A man qualified with heavenly attributes or Bahafu'llgh
?

enthroned in divine majesty and_ eurrounded by the 2 elders or the )
and the "Letters of the Living"( Huruf-i Hayy ) and certain prominent BahatIs.
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138. Tho pages to follow will set down only a fraction of passases in the
extraordinarily voluminous Baha'l Scripture that bear upon our theze.
(The footnotes to follow will also note only a few of those works which
record the historical events mentioned in this part of this esssy).

139. Refer, for example, ©Abdu "1-Bahd in[E.G.Browne #d.Z Tr.},A Traveilar's
Narrative (Vol.IL.Cambridpe 1891, Henceforth TN),p.51ff; Snoghi Effendi,
God Passes By (=GPB, Wilmette 1974),p.ll4ff; H.M.Balyuzi,Edward Granviile
Browne _ond_the Baha'l Faith (= EGB&BF.,London 1970),p.3ff; idem, Ea-4'u'llfh
_King of Glory (=BKG Oxford 1980),p.107ff; A,Taherzadeh,The Revelation of
Bahd7u*11th, Vol.I (= RB.I., Oxford 197L),p.53ff; W.Mc E.Filier, The baha'l

TFaith: Itg History and Teachings (South Pasadena Calif., 1974),p. 7051,
140, Refer, Shoghi Eftendi,GPB.p.1lk.

141, Refer, Balyuzi, EGB&BF.p.3; idem,BKG.p.107;Shoghi Effendi,GPB.p.l112ff.
On Siyyid Muhammad see further below.

142, Refer (as I‘n:39,also) A.Taherzadeh, The Revelation of Bahatu'llah Vol.II
(= RB,II. Oxford 1977S;P.l52ff. See Further below,

143, Baha'u'llah, Kitab-i~Tozn[ written c.1862)(ET.Shoghi Effendi,iondon 1961),
p.160, c¢f.also Bah3'u'llgh's "Tablet™ to his aunt of the “Akka period
known as the Lavh-i Maryam ( refer Ighraq Khavarl, Gani=i Shaviran,Tihran
124.B.E./19¢6 ‘A.D.,p.184) parts of which are translated in E.G.Browne's

Materials for the Study ofthe Bdb{ Relipion(Cambridge 1918/Rep.1961),p.8,
and in Shoghi Effendi*s GPB.p.120.

144, Refer, for example, on the epiphanic claima of the Babis after the martyrdom
of the Bab( there were cuch claims before his martyrdom as well),Shoghi Effendi,
GPB.p.125,Balyuzi,EGE4BF.p.L3;1dem,BKG,pp,120-132. - :

145. Refer,for example, Bahatu'llah, Lawh-i Siraj [c.1867] in Ishraq KhavarI(Ed),
Martidiy~i Aswanl (=MA[ 9 Vols,Tihran 1963-196£]),Vol.7.p.611f; the AzalT work
Hasht Bihisht ("The Eight Paradises" )ET (in part) in TN.p.357 (on this work
refer, Balyuzi,EGB&BF,p,18f); Balyuzi,EGBYBF.p.L3f;idem,BXG.p.12L;Taherzadeh,
RB.II.p.250ff. While Balyuzi (EGDZBF,.p.43.cf.BKG,p.124) and other Baha'l
writers,it may be noted here, imply that Dayyan made an exalted claim for

- - -

himself Taherzadeh (RB,I1.p.250) states that Bahatu'llah in his Kitab-i Badi®
(c.1867 ; this work though printed is now difficult to obtain)teaches that
Dayyan merely circulated some prayers which he had writgen( without making
any exalted claim) the perusal of which made Mirza Yahya jealous such that
he determined to have him killed.On other assasinatiofi plots attributed to

Mirza Yahya refer,for example, Shoghi Effendi,GPB.p.l24f.

Refer, Baha'u'llzh cited MA.Vol.h.p.151; Cibdutl-Baha cited MA Vol,5.p.290;
Balyuzi,EGB&BF,p.34. fn.3, ;Taherzadeh,R3.1.pp. 248-9.

147. Refer, Bshatu'llah, (One of the) Lawh-i Zayn al-Muoarrabin cited in MA.Vol,
L.p.99.In his Lawh-i Ibn-i Dhi'b (c. 1890, = “Epistle to_the Son of the
Wolf?® ET.Shoghi Effendi,Wilmette,1971),Bahatutllah writes, " VWnerever this
Wronged One went Mirza Yahva followed him..The Siyyid of Isfahan,. surrep~
~titiously duped him.They committed that which caused the gteatest constern-
~ation"(p.168). Baha'l sources maintain that Mirza Yahya and Siyyid Muhezmad

_ followed Baha'u'llzh ( despite their enmity) in order %o have the benefit of
his protective charismatic leadership. ‘

s
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1,8. The text of Baha'u'llZh's Sirat al-Ahsgb is printed in Fthir-i Qalom-i A1
Vol.4. (Tihran 1968),pp.1-22.0n it cf. Tahcrzadeh,R3,I1,p.65r1.His Surat_al-
Acr is contained in, Alvih-i Bahi'u'llzh..(Bombay 1308.A.Ha.,1892-3.A.D.),pp.
2.2-245.¢f.Ighraq Fhaverl Gani-i Shaviran,pp.73-4 ( date given here is 1864,
A.D.[ which zay te s year or so too early ?i),Taherzadeh,RB.II. p.161-2,
Shoghi Effendi,(ET in part),Gleaninrs from the Writings of Bahd'u'llah{np.
tlencon],1949) pp.130-2;"Mirza Jawad's Historical Epitome" ,ET in E.G.Browne,
Yaterials.. (see fn.143 below),p.2l ( here also the Surat al Amr is dated
1,260.A.0. or 1863-4.4.D.). -

149. On these events refer,for examrle,Baha'utllzh, Lawh al-Ruh ("Tablet of the
Spirit", apparently written during his withdrawel ini the Héuse of Rida Big
arourd March-May 1866) printed in Athar-i Qalam-i A®13 .Vol.h (see In.1,8
above),pp.123-154.cf. Ighraq Khavari , Ganj-i Shiyigan p.85ff, Taherzadeh,
R2.II.p.181ff.,also Balyusi,BKCG.p.2171f, Taherzadeh, &8, 11.pp.162-170,

150, I use %he phrase "Battle of Armaceddon"( See Rev 16:16.cf.19:17ff,20:7f)
since “Abdu'l-Bzha according to some unpublished "Pilgrim Notes™ has ass~
-ociated Armageddon with Rounelia and Macedonia probably having in mind
Ban3futllah's spiritucl battle with Mirza Yahya end the Azalls in Adriancple
( though there are other interpretztions of Rev 16:16 which carnot be discue
~ssed in devail here). Baha'u'llzh's Lawh-i Sirdi{ Sarraj], a lengthy letter
addressed to “AlT Muhammad Siraj[Sarraj] 6f istahan in c..i867,replies to a
nmumber of questions { among other things) about the status of Mirza Yahya.
Despite his receipt of this letier CAli Muhammad ( a Babi who was the brother
of the Bab's second wife whom both Mirza *Yahya and Siyyid Muhammad had
married) remained an Azali-BabI 1like his brother Mulla Rajab “AlY,The text
is printed in MA,Vol.7.pp.4-118.

151, Refer, Sahatu'llzh, Lawh~i Mukahila in MA.Vol.4.pp.277-81.,cf. also Shoghi
Zffendi,GP3,p.168f, Tahérzadeh,33.IL.p.291ff,

152, "On tre episode of the Baha'l murder of Azalis in ®Akkd refer for example,
E.G.Browne,The EabIs of Fersia.I, in Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society(m=
JRAS,, Vol.¥XI |1859)),p.517.,idem.,The BXois of Persia.ll in JRAS Vol,XXI.
[1629),pp.995-¢., idex.,T¥. Note W [7],p.370t.,idem,,Naterials. .p.550f (=

Mirza Jawad's Historical Epitome" in which the exact date of the murder of
Siyrid Muhamnad is given as 12th Phu'l-Qatda 1288.A.H. or 22nd January 1872
A.D.), Balyuzi, DGRESF,rp.3L-6,1dem, BKG.p.322ff; idem., ‘Abdu'l-Bahg (Oxford
1971),7p.35-5.,Shoghi Effendi,GFB.pp.189-191; Moojan Momen, The BZbi and Baha'f .
Peliricns, 1€:-194%.. (Oxford 1981),p.212ff, :

153. Ban@atu'llzh, Lawh-i Ton-i Chi? b (see fn.1,7 below).ET.Shoghi Effendi,p.157.

154. Shoghi Effendi,letter to IsfandIyar Majzub{Nov.17.1935)cf.Taherzadeh RB.II.:
. 38,L8, ,GPR.p.18L.0ne might have expected Shoghi Effendi( 1897-1957, the
Guardian of the 22hz'I religion and great-grandson of Baha'u'llah ) to have
lzbelled MIrza Yahya the supreme incarnation of the "Antichrist™ rather than
Siyyid ¥ulammad; éspecially since MIrzi Yahya is said to have disguised himself
as a Jew ( refer,GF3.p.165),clainmed identity with God (ibid.,p.165 but cf.below
on II.Thess 2:1ff) where the "Son of Perdition"[= Yahya] claims Divinity ) and
worked mischief "right and left" (loosely speaking) ‘between Syria and Iraq.His
position as nozinee of the Bab and his close relationship with Bahatu'tllah
rerhaps saved him frem this notoreity.

155, SandaiTots epistle to the great orientalist E.G.Browne (1862-1926)has,as far as
I an aware,ne ver been published; it is not clear whether Browne ever received
it or whether the 1535 has survived.My source of informstion is W.A.Rice's artic-
-le, 4 Babi Pa=chlet in the Church Missionary Intelligencer (August 1902 ),pp.
565-573 wnich contains an excellent summary of ¢ A_ndalib¥s epistle.cf.H.Balyuzi,
Tre BD..(0xford 1973),p.235.fn.15 [My thanks to Dr.Moojan Momen for supplying
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ce with a copy of Ricets article].

/.

35

156.Refor, W.A.Rice,art.cit (see fn.155),p.572.

157.¢f. Baha'u'1Tan, Surat_al-Haykal in Alvih-i Baha'u"1ih mushtamil bar
Surat_al-Haykal..(Bembay 1308.A.H./1892-3.4.D.),1p.2-L9 L] and
with textual differences) in Athar-i Calan-i A°)3, Vol.k,pp.268~
300, { An on the whole unreliable translation of this "Tablet®
by Anton F,Haddad, Surat'ul Hykl [ Bekais Supply and Publishing
Board,Chicago 1900]exists portions of which are reproduced in H.
Rolley's Bah#'{ Scriptures [ New York 1923/82] ),

158.cf, for example, Kheiralla's Beha'li'llah quoted fn.192 below,

159.Isaiah 14:12f (RSV).These verses in Isaiah were probably originally based
on an ancient myth about the banishment of a divine being from heaven.Tne
R ]}%ﬁ"ﬂ(’b@x Star_son of the Dawn) figure is reminiscient of the
planet Venus or the deity associated with it.In the Ugaritic texts Sahsr
is a god of the dawn and 1313l the morning star (see modern commentaries
for details).I wonder,it may be noted here, whether the idea that the
Anucmst—@%% would have an eys like the "gorning siar® ( one of the
most consistent foatures of the physiognomic descriptions of the Antichrisk
in Christian and Islimic literatures; see below) is related to Isaiah 14:127

160, Refer, Kitzb Al-Muggadag.. Published by R.Watts, London,l831,

161. Refer, MA.Vol.7.p.173ff.

162, ET. Shoghi Effendi of the identical Arabic text of Amos 4:12-13 in Epistle
to_the Son of the Wolf(see fn. 147),pp.145-6.For the Arabic text refer,VA,

Vol.7.;n191-2 and Lawh-i Mubarak Khitab bi Shaykh Muhamuad TagI..(np.nd.), -

ml71-2.

163. ET.Shoghi Effendi,Epistle to the Son of the Wolf,p.lLé.

164, ET.Shoghi Effendi,ibid.,p.lL6.

165, ET.Shoghi Effendi,ibid.,p.147.

166, Bahatu'l1ah, Al-Kitab Al-Aqdas, text from “Abd sl-Razzdq al-Hasar¥,
A1-B3blyiin wa'l-Baha'lyun {1 Hadirihim wa MEdihim (Sidon 1972),p.130.
Bahafu'llzh makes a very large number of references and allusions to
Siyyid Muhammad in his Tablets of the ~Akka period(1868-1€92),In partic~
~ular refér, Lowh~i Istintag ( "Tablet of the Interrogation") in MA.Vol.

4L .pp.220-260,esp.p.232rf (hera Siyyid Muhammad is referred to as " the
detestible Siyyid Muhammad"| Lass yeosdw=],250ff .cf. f1. /92 below.

167.. Refer,cAbdu'l-BahE, in (E.G.Browne),™N.II.p.95.cf.Shoghi Effendi,GPB.p.113.
168, Shoghi Effendi,GPB.p.112,165,

169, Refer for example ,MA,Vol.l.p.20 where Rev 21:2/10 is referred to and cf, H.
Holley(Ed) Baha'i Scriptures ( New York 1928),pp.116-7.

170. cf. ®Abdutl-Baha in Some Answered Questions (= SAQ. London.nd.),pp.234=b.

171. Refer, letter of “Abdutl-Baha quoted in Star of the West(=SW,)Vol,l4.No.12
( March 1924),p.358, Bahd'{ World Faith ( Wilmette,lllinois,1976),p.351,
Selections from the Writings of CAbdu'l-Bahd (Haifa 1978),p.12-13.

172, From a lettar of Shoghi Effendi to R.J.Moffett dated August 13th 1944,

173. SAbdu'l-Bah@ in The Promulgation of Universsl Peace( Wilmette 1943 ) .
p.455.

174. Refer for example, SAQ.p.43ff and cf,.below,
175. of.Rev 1:1,22:10f,




176.

in.

178.

179.

180,

181,
182.

183'

m.

185.
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Various sets of unpublished "P{lgrim Notes"( rotes taken by those who
visited Abdu'l-Baha or Shoghi Effendi which are often of great interest
but which are not regarded as authoratative by Bahd'Is) exist which
recoerd scrsiimes in detail the comments of ©Abdufl-Bsh3 and Shoghi Effendi
on verses or whole charters of the Apocalypse.They remain for ithe most
part in MSS.Cf particular importance are the notes taken by Ethel.d.
Fosenburg in ©Abdu'l-Baha's presence in the Holy Land in 1901 and 1909
(See below ; where I have consulted these notes I shall indicate this
by the atbreviation Rosenburg PN ) and explanstions o parts of the
Apocalypse given by Shoghi Effendi in the 1950's ,

Most of MIrza AbU 21-Fadl's writings from the 1880ts onwards contain-
discussicns of Biblical ‘texts,including the Apocalypse,which have not
infrequently determined subsequent Beha'T interpretation.Haji Mirzd
Eaydar “A11 *s Bahr al-®Irfan ( Boxbay 1312/3.A.K. 1896-7.4.D.)contains
coxzents on Bibli¢al texts again including the Apocalypse.

I.G.Kheiralla, a Syrian Christian who became a Bah#i'I in 1890 and

arrived in Azerica in Decerber 1892 where he succeeded in converting

a large number of Anericans by the late 1890's,made constant reference

to tha Bible in his zissionary endeavours as is amply illustrated by

a reading of his Behalllah (1st,Ed.1500).He was converted by Hajx €Abdutl-
Eariz TehranI a merchant resident in Cairo who had a considerable knowledge
of ihe Bible and who,zfter Kheiralla sabandoned allegiance to CAbdutl-Baha
in 1899,travelled to Azerica where he condemned him at the sane time
fostering the application of Biblical prophecies to CAbdutl-Baha.

B.Marsella, The Quest for Eden (henceforth, QE., New York 1966),
R.J.Moffett, New Keys to tie Book of Revelation (henceforth,NKBR,New Delhi 1977)
R.F.Riggs, Ine Avocalypse Unsenxled ( henceforth, AU ,New York 198l).

cf. The letter of “Abdutl-Bezhi published in Selections from the Writings
of tiddu'l-Bahg pp.165ff.esp.p.167.It may be noted here that the publicat—
~iong of Marsells,Moffett and Ripggs all draw very heavily and without clear
documentation on such "Pilgrim Notes'" as we have mentioned above (fn.176
sbove ).The use of these "Pilgrim Notes" is sometimes unsatisfactory in
thet their import is misunderstood and when these writers express their
own opinions there are frequent errors of historical and other scriptural
facts,

For a syncpsis of the Baha'I interpretation of Revelation chapters 8,9 and
11:15¢ ( the seven angels with seven trumpets),of minor interest in conne
~ection with our theme , sece Arvendix.I.

I refer to what has bocome known as CAbdufl-Bsha's "Somo Answered Questions”
(See n,170 above ).The original Persian text of the discourses collected in
this voluze was - first ~_printed . by Brill of Leiden in 1908 under the
title, An-Nir A1-Abhz f1 }uffwedat Abditl-Behz and published by Kegan Paul,
.Trexch,Trubner and Co.ltd in thé same year.Two sections in this volume deal
with the interpretation of the Apocalypse: section XI on Rev,1l (pp.43-57,
Persisn text,pp.35-48) and section XIII on Rev,12:1-6.(pp.62-66.,Persian
text,pp.52-57).
Coapare for exauple the interpretation of Revelation 11:19 given by
Abdut1-BarZ in SAQ. section XI.p.56f ( Persian text [see fm.lgl above] .
p.4562)and thet outlined by ¥Irzi Abu al-Fadl in his RisSls-vi Istidlale:
“—wvin ( written,on the truth of CAbdu'l-BaRha's being the centre of the . :
.Bgna'l covenant after Bah&futllZh's passing,in the year 1317.A4.8, /900 .-«
A.D)np.nd, ,p.18. - . -
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186,Refer, SAQ.p.L3f, Persian text,p.35.cf. Marsella, QE.p.218f, Riggs,AU.p.1L7L.
cf, ©Abdu'l-Baha's comments on Rev, 11:1 in SAQ.p.L3, Persian text,p.35 where
the "reed" is interpreted as a "perfect man" ( § olst ) who 1s sanctified
from all save God and subject to divine inspiration.

187.Refer,ibid.

188.Refer,ibid.A useful sumnary of modern scholarly opinions on Rev.ll can be
found in A.Feuillet's Johannine Studies (Chap.III,,= Interpretation of
Chapter XI of the Apocalypse}, ET, Rev, T.E.Crane (New York, 1966).

189.Refer, SAQ,p.b62f, Persian text,p.52f.0n Revelation 12:1-2,4b-6 see also the
letter of ©Abdutl-Baha in Selections From the Writings of “Abdu)-Bahd,p.172,
cf.also, Haji Mirzi Haydar CA11, Bahr al-Irfin,p.111f, Marsella, Qz.,p.202f,
Riggs, AU.p,157f¢. °

190, Refer,ibid.cf, also Baha'{ World Vol.II (Rep.Wilmette,I11indis, 1980),p.277
on Rev.1l and 12 as interpreted by the 'Israclitish Assexbly of the Bzhat{s
of Tihran,Persia® in a letter to the Bahd'I House of Spriituality in Chicago
dated May 9th 1904,

191.Refer, as fn.189.cf.also J.R.Richards, The Pelipion of the Baha'Is (Londom,
1922),;).}821’ where objection is made to the fact thal cAbdu'i-Bana regarded
Abu Sufyan as an Umayyad in order to produce (with repitition) 10 names,

192, Refer,ibid( as n.189).0n Rev 12:7ff ses Riggs, AU.p.160ff.Kheiralla was,
in his interpretation of Rev.12,influenced by H.Grattan Guinness's Liecht
for the Last Days.In his Behalllah, Vol.2.p.L67£f he states that Rev 12
concerns " the contemporary appearance of Mohammedanism and the Church of
Rome, which should wage war against each other"(p.468).cf. also E.G.Browne,
Materials..pp.139-140. )
Kheiralla, it is of interest to note, found prophecies about the activities
and person of Mirza Yahya in both the Old and New Testaments.Again, in his
bulky work Behalllah (Vol.2 )he writes: " According to prophecy, Satan, the
Wadversary" of God should appear in the Kingdom,at the time of the "anifest
-ation", and, refusing to acknowledge his authority of revelation would be
cast out, loosing the name which had been bestowed upon him.This naze is the
"Morning Star®, "Sun of the East" or Subh-i-Ezellsic.)},This casting down of
Satan out of Heaven,is the battle betwesn Michael and Mis angels against the
"adversary" of God [cf. Isa.lf:12f,Rev 12:7f,etc.].By it we are taught that
he should be cast from his high spiritual position,into the earth,meaning
that he shall become earthly,materially minded and belong to the pazrty of
Cain.In the 49th chapter of Jeremiah,the adversary is given the naze of
"Esau",in contradistinction to the "Manifestation™ [i.e. Bahi'utl13h],who
is termed "Jacob",implying that the "Satan® of the Kingdom,would be a
brother of the Manifestation.All these prophecies were fulfilled literally
in Subh-i-fzel, a brother of Beha'Utllah, who had been appointed by the
Bab, but who,after the death of the Bab, refused to acknowledge “He whom
God shall manifest" [ the expected Mon Yushiruhu'llah of the 33bIs],thereby
accorplishing his own dethronement and by his wickedness,being cast out of
the Kingdom of God™ (pp.417-8).

In his O Christians Why do Ye Believe Not on Christ?( 1917) Kheiralla,in
the course of a remarkable defense of the Bah&'I assasination of the Azalls
at Akka in 1672 ( perhaps influenced by that passage from Bahi'ufll3h's al-
Kitdb al-Aqdas quoted above— which Kheiralla had translated into English
but never published),applies Rev 12:7ff to the BahatI- Azall controversy.

At one point he writes: "On part it gives me great delight to acknowledge
it [ tho ascasination of 1872) and greater satisfaction that it harpened.
Because, the happening of this event is a decisive proof that Christ was a
Manifestation of God and that which he foretold was literally fulfilled..
The war in heaven which Christ prophesied was on earth where the Father
manifested Himself] at CAkk& whore Baha'u'llah lived in 1872].This proghe
was fulfilled by the defeat of Satan(Azal) his angels by Michael{Beha'Ute.
~1lzh) and his angels..li.e. in Rev 12:7ff "(pp.62-3§.
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193, That Mu'awiya is the first beast of Revelation was an opinion
exzressed by Stoghi Effendi in a talk to the International Bana!I
Council according to some unpublished pilgrim notes dating from
the 1950ts.

194, Pefer,Riggs,AU.p.165ff,

195. Refer.2iggs,AU,p.168rf,217,The letter of the'Israelitish Baha?is! (Jewish
converts of the Baha'I movement) mentioned above { in fn,!%0 )identifies
the second beast of Rev 13 with Mu'awiya (I, most probably): "Another
prophecy is in the 13th chapter of Revelation , where the beast is ment
-ioned as having ™ power given unto him to make war for forty and two
ponths".This refers to the spirit of warfare which beceme manifest in
Muavigh,who was a cdescendant of Bani-Umayya,who msde war after the
derarture of Muhamrad,snd continued it until the secret declaration of
Bsha'ufllgh to his disciples [i.e. until 1863.4.D.}"(p.278).Shoghi Effends
on the otkter hand is caid to have identified the second beast with YazId
(I) ibn }u'3wiya ( in the pilgrim notes mentioned in M.193) who reigned

for sabout 3+/2 years (680-482.A.D.).For Marsella the second beast is
the CAbbasid dyrasty as it is for Riggs (refer, QE.p.229 ).

196, Letter of Abdutl-BatT quoted (in part) in ET. in Ripgs, AU.p.299.The
ieisiaﬂ text of this letter to an individual Baha'i is printed in MA,
0l,2.p.78.

197. In an unpublished Pilgrim Note attributed to Shoghi Effendi.,

198. Tris liné froz an unpublished letter of CAbdu'l-Bzha is referred to
by Riggs,AU.p.302., who describest as a "Pilgrim Note' though,if I
reaecber correctly having had the opportunity some years ago to

exzmine the "Notebook" of E.T.Hall, the Persian original as well as
its Englisk translation ( the Persian original signed by “Abdutl-Bahi)
appear to be authentic.In this letter,it may also be noted here,there
is an explanaticn of the '"New Jerusalem" as a pyramidical ehaps and the
"two rearers" mentioned in Rev 14:14{f are interpreted as the Bab and
Bahatutllzh,

cf. Kheiralla, Beha'Ullah,Vol,2,p.368, where the "abomination of desolatw
~fon? (Matt 24:15) is reckoned to be Napoleon Benaparte I especially in
the light of his peseiging " the Holy City,the New Jerusalem,Aika in
1799.% Many 19th century students of the Apocalypse imagined that the
beast whose nurber was 666 was Hapoleon.

200, From a letter of . ®Avdut1-Bahz publiched ( for tho first time - -
€s far as I 2m aware) in Rigzs? Apocalypse Ursealed,p.299 in English
transiation { I have not bsen able to locate the original text -which
rway be unpublished).

200, A Pilgrim Note ascribed to Shoghi Effendi,cf. Hoffett, NiKBR.p.
It zmay also be noted here that Riggs,(AU.p.169ff),who introduces into his
volute all kinds of astrclogical and qabbalistic nensense (frequently
tased on erroneous gematric calculations),at one point writes:
" Since Mutawiyzh comitted an act of blasphemy by assuming the title of
Caliph, it should not be suprising if his asmrcd title The Celiph has &
value of 656 (p.170.,He proposes the spellings'e KeMatgand 'ok&Me.rf{na)
both of which he reckons add up to 666 by gematria[p.174] ).

202. cf. D.Mac Eoin, Psbigi,Bohaism and the Iranian Constitutional Revolution
( unrublished paper),esp.p.12ff.Cn E.J.Rosenburg, Refer, O.Z.Whitehoad,
Soze Early Bongr{s of the West(Oxford 1976),p.55{f.Ethel Rosenburg?'s
Pilgrim Notes.were ( I believe the original MSS have now been transferred
tc Haifa) kept in the British Eana'l Archives in lordon,There are also some
Pilgrim Notes recording a speech of Shoghi Efferdi on Rev 146 which et times
differ from those tzken by E.Rcsenburg and attributed to €Abdu'l-Baha,Riggs
in his Avocalvpse Unsealed appears to make use of them though his own ideas
are also sat down in his exposition of Rev 16,{refer. : AU,p.197{f).

199

L LR

203,
204,

205.
206.
27,
208.

20,

29

39.

Refer,Rosenberg PN (cf.fn,176) .cf.Riggs, AU.,p.199.

Refer,ibid.cf.Riggs,p.200,Kheiralla in his Beha'Ullgh(Vel.2.p.377)
holds that Rome is the "seat of the beast" (Rev 16:10) being the
seat of Papal authority.

Refer,ibid.cf.Riggs,AU.p.2001.
Refer,ibid.cf.Riggs,AU,p. 201
Refer,ibid.cf.Riggs,AU.p.201-2,

Refer,ibid.cf. fn. above and cf.Riggs, AU,p,202ff.0n the significance of
the "battle of Armageddon" for ¢Abdu'l-Baha and Baha'l writers, ses also,
Star of the West Vol.5.No.1l.p.163,Vol.7.Mo.7.p.53.,V0l.7.N0.9.p.85.V0l,
10.No0.3.p.32. ¢f. Baha'{ World,Vol.I1.p.52 and W.Tudor Pole, Mriting on
the Ground (London 1968),p.156, Kheiralla,Beha'Ullah,Vol.2,p.371.

Refer,ibid,cf.Riggs, AU.p.203-4.

Refer,ibid,ef,Rigrs, AU .p.204,.Instead of following the Rosenmburg Pilgrim
Notes Riggs ( who frequontly supressos the more prodlematic or &ifficult
interpretaidena recorded in thom§ « yinspired by Bhoghi Effendits mentien
of the "threo false pods™ in his The Promised Day is Come (Wilmstte,Illinois,
1981),p.113,makes a speculation as to the meaning of the division of the
"Great City" that is his own,

Refer,Marsella, QE,.p.191-2; Riggs,AU.,p207{1.

Refer,ibid.cf. also Riggs on Rev 18 in AU,p.213ff.

E.J.Rosenburg on her pilgrimage in 1901 (?) also took rotes on the
significance of Rey 20:5,6,9,10,13 and 15 ( which I shall draw on
below).

Refer,Moffett ,NKBR, ,p. ,Riggs, AU,p.219ff.cf, Marsella,(E.p.251~2.
Refer,Riggs, AU.p.220ff, . N : .
Refer,Rosenburg PN (cf.fn.213 above), Moffett,NKBR,p,
Refer,ibid,,cf.Riggs, AU.,p.227-9.

Hamid Algar in his The gitional Role oftthe Ulama in Twentieth-Century
Iran (in N.R.Keddie] EA]. Scholars,Saints,and Sufis..|University of California
Press 1972 ,pp.231-255]))notes that it was rumored during the reign of Muhazmad

Shah (1834-1848) ® that the Qajars had been present in the Umayyed army al
Karbala and that such rumors ( still very much alive today,the lste Shah
having been likened to Yazid) ™ gained particular currency and vigor in the
period of the Constitutional Revolution."(p.233).cf. also Mac Eoin,art.cit.
(fn,z02gbove),p.41f.

The lengthy tradition of Mufaddal was known to and quoted by the Bib and
the early BibIs in their writifgs.It is summarized in Sachedina,op.cit.p.
1611t

D.Mac Eoin, The Babi Concept of Holy War in Religion 12(1982),p.120 (for
detailed references to the Babl identification of persons and places
mentioned ir the eschatologlcal Islamic . traditions the reader is referred

,Riggs, AU.p.223ff,

" to this article).

Quoted in Sachedina,op.cit.p.63 ( the tradition is attributed to the sixth
IoZm JaCFar S3dig )and appears to be a late fabrication designed to enhance
or legitimet$é Safavid propaganda.Interestingly,Siyyid Muhammad Eusayn
Zavarati's Mroayi®~i Mimivya (Everts in the Land of MIx['= Mazandaran])

an unpublished eye-witness account of the Shaykh Tabarsl episode S‘ ¥3 in
Camb.Univ.Lib.Or,Ms.F. 26.item.l ) refers to Xulld Husayn Bushri'l as the
nQatim of Xhurasan " and to Mulls Muhammad “A1I Quddus as_|the "Rtim of

The Babi Concept of Holy VWaxr

J0zn" (pp.1,3, stc).of.Mao Eoin, B o o op.1l5.
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222, See further below and cf. ©. Donaldson, The Shifite Religion(4Lendon
1533 ),p.237f.I¢ cay ba noted here that the'lnijsl-like’figure
of the"bearded woran" ( the beard probably implying a Jewecs! )
nenticned in SkI®Y eschatelogical traditions is identified in
the Nuctat 21-Vaf with Sa®Id al-CUlama, a cleric of Barfurush
who fuililied prophecy by killing the‘Qatim of Jilan’or Quddus
tewards the end of the Shaykh Tabarsl seige.

-223. This is not to say that §_?;I°i' eschatology does not give Jesus a
role to play: cf. Sachedina,op cit.p.!?fand cee below.

22, Refer, Akka Lights(np.nd),p.k.
225, Words attributed to SAbdutl-Bahd in ibid,p.6.

226. V.V.Vatl's The Glorious Kinedom of the Father Foretold was published in
1940 by the Baha'i Publishing Committee of New York being 262 pages long.

227. Vail,Glorious Xingdem,p.23.
228, Vail,Clorious Kinpdon,p.62-3,

229. Raney hizself was eventually expolled from thoe BahRfT Cause as a
fcovenant breaker!, " .For some details refer, Vernon E.Johnson,
An Historical Analyeis of Critical Transformations in the Evolution
of ke 2ana'i World Faith ( unpublished Pn.D.Thesis,Baylor University,
197L) ,p34212,

230, Refer, P.Smith, The American Bshafi Community,1894-1917:A Preliminary
wver ( unpublished essay),p.85ff.

231. Rezer,Letter to a Baha'l Assembdly written from Haweli and dated Jul& 19th
1913 printed in Star of the West Vol.4.No,10 (Chicago,Septegpher 8th 1913)
p.172

232.For soze detalls refer P.Smith, art.cit (fn.230),p.94ff.According to W.W.
Earzen (refer his Divine Tilumination [Boston.,Mass.,1915 ],p.8 Abdutl-
Baha szid to him in August 1912 " I want you to write a book on ftDivine
IlZuxinationt”, A year later he sent the MSS to Abdufl-Bah3 and it was
apparently approved in a letter to him dated April 20th 1914 .Harmon's
other major work is entitled The_Seven Principles of the Microcosm end
¥acrocosn applied to the disclosures of Baha'lo'llah in the Book of the
Seven Vallers (Bosbon,}:ass., 1915).Yis writings came to be secen as
heterccox if not heretical and he was branded a "covsnant brecker™,

233, Refer, M.Remey, The Protection of the Cause of God ( completed 27th
Yarch 1918 and circulated privately in a limited number of copies.)
wa-5. cf, also, M.Remey, Revort of the Beha'i Committes of Investigation
1017-1918 (privately circulated);idem, An Oven Letter to the Behals in
&-erica ( dated March 21st 1918 and privately circulated); idem, Firmness
in the Coverant ( dated 27th March 1918, but written in the Fall of 1914,
and again privately circulated).

234. On the date of the treatise refer,MA.Vol.5.p.198.

235. ®ieu'l-Behd, Risila-yi SIvdslyya (nd.np.),p.30_ .The text reproduced in
Mirz3i Assad AllZh Faail Mazendarari's Asrar al~Ath@r Vol.2.(Tihran 138.BE,/
1970-3; A.D.)p.232°( entry Dajial) differs siightly from that aforementioned
(omittirg ey after the word Daifsl.).

236. Shoghi Efferdi,from a letter quoted in High Fndeavours:Messages to Alaska
Shorhi Effend! (Nationsl Spiritual Assembly of the Bah&'is of Alaska,
1976),p.69 (No.85). .

4,

237. Shoghi Eftondi,GPB.pp.B82,18,.

238, Eugene Flandin, Souvenirs de Voyapen en Armenie et en Perse:1I Téheren ot
Igpahan ( in Revede Csux Mondes.Vol.ll.Paris 1851),p.9€9, ET.in Momen,op.
cit.p.l155.

239, Refer,for example, H.Balyuzi, The ng,p.llsfl’.

24,0. The Bab,extract from a letter to Muhawnad Shih, ET, H.Taherzadeh in Selections
From the Writings of the Bfb (Halfa; 1976),pp.25-6 .cf.GPB.p.23,

241, Refer, for example, H.Balyuzi, The Bab,p.121ff, Momen,op.cit.p.15L.

2,2, cf, Shoghi Effendi,GPB.p.27.,Momen, op.cit.p.156.

243, Refer, Mirza Muhgmmad °AIT ZunuzI cited in MIrza Assad Allzh
Fadil Mazandarahl, Kitab-4 Zuhbr al-Hagg, Vol.III (Cairo nd.)p.35.cf. D,
Ma&lEoin, "Tahirih" ( unpublished account of the life of Tshirih )chapter,
Karbila 184%.. p.iv.fn.20, *

24, Refor, Hajl Mirza Janl Kashanl (?), Kitah-i-Nugtatutl-Kaf E .G.Browne (Bd)
london and leiden 1910,p,118.%hdu'leBala in & talk deiivered at Haifa ¢n
June 15th 191, ie reported as having stated,it may be noted here, “If from
the beginning when His Holiness the Supreme (the Bab) appeared,Hadji Mirza
Aghasee( the prime minister of Persia,who caused the martyrdom of the Eab,
and in the orient is known as Dedjal,meaning anti-Christ or false Christ)
and others, had not resisted this Cause,Persia would now have been the first

country in the world and distinguished in every way™ ET. Zia N.Baghdadi in
Star of the Wost Vol,IX.No.lO (Sept.8th.1918),p.116.

2,5. D.Mac Eoin, "Tahirih® (MSS. of,fn.243 above),chapter, Karbila 184L..p.3.

24,6, K.Corbin, Spiritual Bod d _Celestial Earth..ET. Nancy Pearson,(Princeton
University Preas 1977),p.116. i .
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