ESSLEMONT S SURVEY OF THE EBAHA'I COMMUMNITY INM 1212-19220;

Part VIIL: Miscellaneous e - edited by Moojan Momen

The +ollowing are some miscellaneous typed papers that were also in

the file together with the accounts presented previously. The First
two are apparently written by Esslemcont himseld although it is not
clear what he has used as his source. The rest are extracts from

"Shoghi Eftendi’s Diarwy".

Constantinonle

During the residence of Baha’u’llah and his friends in
Caonstantinople, none of the Turks were interested or cared to listen to
the dMNew Call,. The ZSZultan, Abdul Aziz was strongly opposed to the
Bahais, and this oppositicon was maintained by his successor, Abdul
Hamid [11. During the past ninsteen years, however, several Turuks have
acceptsd the Bahail faith, the teachings having been brought to them by
pilarins from Persia and Turkestan who passed through Constantinoplie on
their wavy to and Ffrom the Holy Land. During the Turkish regime these
helievers were unable to speal cpenly of their new faith, because of
the Ffanetical and despotic attitude of the Government. But wilth the
defeat of the Turks and thes cccupation of Constantinople during the
recent World-war, conditions have been changed and the believers have
seized the ppportunity of tesching and thus increasing their numbers,
There are at present about foriy believers, most of whom were
previously Moslzms or Christians.

Ewitzerliand

In Switzerland students of Universzities as well as professors are
gaining interest in the Cause and arege getting into intimate relations
with the friends of that land.

The rall of the Beloved bidding the friends arise with one accord,
fling away the veil of concealment, and deliver the Divine message, has
respunded throughout all regions and has penetrated to countries
hitherto the bulwark of conservatism. The city aof Damascus has shaken
ntt har somndlence, and, thanks to the activity of a few enthusiastic
friends has awakened to the 3Spirit of the NMew Age. This morning an
eager visitor from Damascus, Haji Mohamad Yazdi, was ushered into the
presence of the Beloved...His news was refreshing copious and
significant, With a smile and nod of appreciation the Beloved greeted
every item and was glad to know that a reaction to the passivity and
inaction of the past had set in. "Deliver the Divine messsage witlh
prudence and wisdom” was the Beloved’'s recommendation to the teachers

1. Between the reiagns of ‘Abdul-Majid and “Abdu’l-Hamid, there was the
brief three-month reign of Sultan Muhammad Murad V.



mho are serving in those regions.
{Shoghi’s Diary, 1312:11%)

Three weeks ago a central committes was established which took up
regular correspondence with the surrounding centres of the Cause, began
the translaticon of Baha’i pamphlsets, Tablelts and titreatises, and the
writing and publication of articles in different newspapers, -~ all this
in addition to the individual work which is being rarried out by every
sincere 2and zealous Bahai...The people are becoming interested in the
Movement i seekers attend the weelkly weetings and ever increase in
number .

{from letter guoted in Shoghi’s Diary of 18:13:179)

We have latelv founded the Covenant meeting and also a publication
tor the Bahai literature.

(Frau Schwarz, Shoghi’s Diary, Z0:3:19)

Had we emerged victorious and satisfied from this war, uwndoubtedly
material conflicis and ewven bitterer struggles would have been
indefinitely prolonged, and the chain of future wars would have been
interminable, Every day a ftresh conflict and new aggression would have
happened, armies would have swept in wave atter wave over the countries
of the world, snd the fruits we have reaped +from this tree of
militarism would have become the wore bitter and disappointing. Soon.
it iz hoped. our land will rest under the shadow of the Cause ot God
and zhall be trained through the inculcation of Divine Frinciples and
Tearhings, and shall attain a8 rcivilisation anhd a culture which no
material conquest or victary can secure.

(Letter +rom German believer, Shughi’s Diavry, 2714117

In Mew Fealand the Rahai Movement is taking a new and happy turn, and
eager souls® are being awakened...A certain doctor who had met Abdul
Baha in Londor...has started there,; fresh and enthusiastic, excellent
warl which has proved to be guite successful [21.

Australia

From Svdney an Australian voulh has expressed his admiration for the

2. This doctor was Dr. Felkin., See M.J. Ross, "Some Aspects of the
Baha’i Faith in Mew Zealand”, M.A. Thesis, History, University of
Auckland, 1279, p. 23



vitterances ot Baha’'u’llah, which he was privelesged to read in a baook on
the wmovement, his keen desire to wmeet in person the leader of the
Cause, and his profound joy in ths anticipation of receiving some Bahai
books that a friend is planning to send him.

IR

{8.0. 1227019

One of the +irst Greeks to accept the Bahai Revelation writes to A.B.
[ *Abdu’ 1-Bahall~ "Dear Father, I am very glad to be the +irst aof the
Greeks to belisve in wyour Name. How could I do otherwise than believe?
Many times mwmy mind is 50 tired that 1 feel like a bird when its
feathers are wet with the rain and it cannot fly, but when I take vour
picture and read one of yvour pravers, I am like the same bird when the
suh’s rays come out and it is happy and can flv from tree to tree,.
That is how I feel always when I make my prayers in  vour name and I
cannot rest &11 wy life until I becoms an apostle in your name to my
countrw..."

The Belpved Master will rejoice to hear ot Iocan Filipacs, a Jugoszlawv,
who was drawn to the Conventionl3l as i+ by miracle, and whose hearit is
now on fire. He fesls that he must see the Haster and then take the
message to his own country, just emerging as a Republic ~ must, in the
incention aof his own country's new life, infuse that new life with the
Divine Teachings., Though only two weeks have elapsed since the
Corvention, already he has started to translate the Master’s addresses
in Paris, aathered in the volume of "Divine Philaosophy” into the
Juan-~5lav language (sigl.

Hutigary
In the new Hungarian Republic, papers have already besn published in
the Magvar language, with the Beloved’s portraits and dealing with the
Bahai History and Principles
{5.D. 17i6:17)
China

Even China is shewing forth promising signs, and already in Shanghai
Fersian [41, Russian and Chinese friends are to be found.

{(5.D. 15:6:11%)

3. Presumably the Convention of the Baha’i Temple Unity in the U.5.A.

4, The Iranian mentioned is Husayn Uslkuli who remained in Shanghai
until his death in 1954. Ses Baha’'i World, Vol. 13, pp. B871-3.



The news about the progress of the Cause in  Arabia, particularly
along its southern and western shores, in the province of Hedjaz, as
repnrted by our active friend, Hosein Ruhy, is indeed promising. As a
result of his observations and the experience of his father, who forty
vears agn sowed the seeds of the Cause  in that region, he has come to
the conclusion that the peaple of Arabia, both the nomadic tribes of
the interior and the more civilised people who come in contact with
Evropean civilization, are ready to accept the Cause and assimilate its
teachings-

The Bahais in those regions number akbout thirty, of whom twenty-~-five
reside in Geddeh. These friends gather in Geddeh every Friday for their
weellw Bahai meetings, chant the Tablets ot Baha’w’llah, discuss Babhai
topics, and commemorate all the Feasts and anniversaries of the Cause.
One of them has made a translation of "The Traveller’s Narrative® into
Arabic, and other members of the gathering are also displaying great
activity. The Persians in Geddeh, who formerly showed great bitterness
and ressentment; have now become tolerant and abandoned their fanatical
apprsition.

{5.0. i0i1i:i1%)



