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Section Thirty One of the Misbah of Taqr al-Din al-Kaf ami (d. 900/1494-5) on
what has been transmitted regarding a3 %) a¥) al-ism al-a'zam ("The
Mightiest Name [of God]").

Translation Dr. Stephen Lambden (UC-Merced), 2009.

In his extensive Arabic compilation entitled al-Misbah frl-A’diyya wa’l-
salawat wa’l-Ziyarat (The Luminary incorporating Supplications, Prayers and
Visitation texts) of the (just pre-Safavid) Twelver Shi'1 thinker Shaykh Taqi al-
Din Ibrahim ibn ‘Al ibn Hasan ibn Muhammad al-"Amili al-Kaf'ami (d.
900/1494-5) includes a section on the question of the al-ism al-a’zam (The
Mightiest Name [of God]) followed, among other things, by one on the ninety-
nine al-asma’ al-husna (The Most Beautiful Names of God’) (see Kafamr,
Misbah 408-418; 419-482). Select texts from and a translation and
consideration of the former eleven or so page section is reproduced below. It
includes sixty sections of varying length largely culled from Shi'T traditions and
devotional literatures which either refer to, indentify the nature of, or spell out
some aspect of the (one or more) forms of the al-ism al-a’zam, the Mightiest
Name of God.

This 31st section of the al-Misbah fr'l-A’diyya.. "Concerning what has been
transmitted regarding the al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name) commences with
the following introductory words:

“Know that the statements (al-agwal) regarding this subject hare not
been adequately encompassed in any authored book (kitab musannaf)
nor [comprehensively] compiled by any author although we shall [here]

make mention of such statements (aqwal a") as have been made:



[1] Firstly : the al-ism al-a'zam (Mightiest Name) is Allah (God)
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since it is the most well-known (ashhar) of His Names (asma’) —exalted be He
— and their most-elevated (a’la), finding a place in Dhikr ([ritual]
‘remembrance”) and in supplication (al-du’a). He gave it precedence relative
to the rest of the Names. He favored it through an utterance of faithfulness
(kalimat al-ikhlas) and rendered possible thereby the testimony [of faith] (al-
shahada). It was indeed honored (imtaz) over the rest of the Names (al-
asma’) with additional characteristics (khawass ukhra). Cf. Next section in
commentary on the al-asma’ al-husna...

Add Here "Double Mightiest Name’ etc

Shaykh Ahmad ibn [Muhammad ibn] Fahd [al-Hill
(fl. 9th cent AH = 15th-16t cent. CE).
At the end of this first section on Allah as the Mightiest Name Kaf'ami writes,
“The author of the ‘Uddat [al-Da’1] (“The Preparedness of the Supplicator”)
states that “these sayings [about the Mightiest Name] are very close[ly
related] (garib jidd an) though their ramifications of meaning are extensive
(I'an al-warid fi hadha ma'ani kathir)” (Kaf'ami, Misbah, 408). He then seems
to draw on the ‘Uddat al-Da’m of Ibn Fahd’s in identifying sixty texts or
traditions about the Mightiest Name:
Ibn Fahd al-Hilli is sometimes reckoned to be a possible teacher of Sayyid
Muhammad al-Nurbaksh (d. 869/1464), founder of the Nurbakhshiyya, a Shi’i
offshoot of the Kubrwaiyya Sufi order] said in his ‘Uddat [al-Da’1] ( “The
Preparedness of the Supplicator”).

See also below, after section sixty, when Kaf'ami cites Ibn Fahd in
noting many further (beyond sixty) references relating to the Mightiest Name
(Misbah, 1424/2003 p. 417 ):
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“Shaykh Ahmad ibn [Muhammad ibn] Fahd [al-HillT (fl. 9t cent AH = 15th-16th
cent. CE) said in his ‘Uddat [al-Da’1] (“The Preparedness of the

Supplicator”)... See later.

[2] Secondly : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified]

Aadad Ciseal]l u.s & |
“‘in a Mushaf (“book”, “volume” “copy”- cf. Quran ms. ) that is set apart (gat’

an)”_

[3] Thirdly : [The al-ism al-a'zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as
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“Allah al-Rahman, “God, the All-Merciful”.
This is the Quranic Arabic personal name of God with the attribute al-

Rahman (“the Merciful’) attached as in the (slightly abbreviated) Islamic

basmala.

[4] Fourthly : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
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“among the al-asma’ al-husna (“The Most-Beautiful Names”) which are ninety-

nine distinct items (qat™ an)”.

[5] Fifthly : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
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Ya Hayy, Ya Qayyum (O Living One! O Self-Subsisting!) which in [Biblical]
Hebrew (al-"ibraniyya) is Ahiya Shara Ahiya [sic. for] Hebrew W\ 797N
A0 = (in the AV or King James’ version) “| am that | am” (Exodus 3:14).

In various Shi’i Islamic sources the biblical '| am that | am’ is associated with

the Mightiest Name of God. Moses on Sinai asked the Name of God and was



given this phrase (causative H-stem? of the verb to be in Hebrew) of divine
Self-identification closely related to the tetragrammation (=Y-H-W-H cf. A-H-
W-H = “I AM”). As the Arabic Qayyum can be evocative of God’s existence
through His own Self so the ‘| am that | am’ has similar implications.

It was perhaps during the reign of Rameses Il (13th century B.C.E.)
that Moses, a Hebrew with an Egyptian name, "fled from Pharoah and stayed
in the land of Midian" (Exodus 2:15) where he married into the family and kept
the flock of Jethro the "priest of Midian." According to Exodus 3:1ff., it was
while Moses was working as a shepherd that he encountered God and was

called to "bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt":

Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest
of Midian; and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness, and
came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And the angel of the LORD
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of the bush; and he
looked, and lo, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. And
Moses said, "l will turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush is
not burnt." When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God
called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here am
[." Then he said, "Do not come near; put off your shoes from your feet,
for the place on which you are standing is holy ground." And he said, "l
am the God ( "Elohim Heb. n*m‘m) of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his

face, for he was afraid to look at God. (Exodus 3:1-6). FN-2

While in Exodus 3:2, it is an "angel of the Lord" (malakh YHWH) or
messenger of YHWH which appeared to Moses in a flame of fire of a burning
bush, Exodus 3:4 implies that it was 1Y3° YHWH ("the Lord") who spoke
directly to Moses. As the narrative unfolds, the mysterious angel is seen to
represent the God, (ha-) “elohim Heb. ﬂ’mbN) who subsequently identifies
himself as YHWH (Exod.3:15.) This apparent confusion between God and his
messengers has been thought to be expressive of the mystery of the divine

transcendence. Moses had a visually real though indirect, encounter with his



Lord indirectly perceived through His messenger in the ethereal formlessness

of a flame of fire set in a burning bush which "was not consumed."

The text of Exodus 3:1-6, cited above is followed by an account of the

commission of Moses (3:7-12) and by verses expressive of the revelation of

the divine Name:

Then Moses said to God (“elohim),

"If | come to the people of Israel and say to them, "The God (‘elohim)
of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his

name?' what shall | say to them?"

God (‘elohim) said to Moses, 9IR WN 79X (= ehyeh asher
ehyeh)” "I AM WHO | AM" And he said, "Say this to the people of

Israel, '| AM (‘ehyeh)has sent me to you."

God also said to Moses, "Say this to the people of Israel,

‘"The LORD 1%  (YHWH) the God (‘elohim) of your fathers, the
God (‘elohim) of Abraham, the God (‘elohim) of Isaac and the God

(‘elohim) of Jacob, has sent me to you": this is my name (lit. my
memorial) for ever and thus | am to be remembered throughout all

generations (lit., for generation of generation)" (Exodus 3:13-15)

Here Moses requests that God disclose His name to the end that his

mission to the Israelites will be successful. From the burning bush, the God

(‘elohim) worshipped by Moses' ancestors first informs Moses that He

is, MIN MWK 795X = 'ehyeh 'asher 'ehyeh (trans. =) "l AM WHO | AM" or

perhaps,

"I AM THAT [IS WHO] | AM,"
"I WILL BE WHAT | WILL BE" or
"I CAUSE TO BE WHATEVER | CAUSE TO BE".



This elusive Hebrew phrase 177N N 757N may anticipate and

throws light on the meaning of the subsequently disclosed name N'N® =
YHWH. The three occurences of 17 "I AM" here and the most sacred

name 51712 = YHWH most likely derive from the same Hebrew verbal root

(perhaps H-W-Y [H-W-H] Y7 meaning "to be/come to pass"), although
there is no consensus exists about this matter. The etymological verbal form
in this connection may not be the simple form (ga/) but the Hebrew causitive

hiphil = "H-Stem". On the basis of diverse etymologies the implication of

the 197N R 79578 may thus be that God is One who acts in sovereign
freedom, One Who is Self-Existent, One who makes Himself known in
whatever way He chooses or, among other possibilities, One Who sustains

existence, or Who cannot be properly known or adequately named.

THE TETRAGRAMMATON: 17777 = YHWH

Occurring more than 6,000 times in the HB the tetragrammaton 7979 =
YHWH is the personal Name which the Deity TR (‘elohim  x
2,570 sing. + pl.) "the God" of the Israelite forefathers disclosed to Moses on
Sinai. The God (‘elohim) worshipped by the patriarchs also gives a more
direct reply to Moses' question about His name. He declares Himself to be
119719 = YHWH the tetragrammaton (Greek, "having four letters"). The four
Hebrew consonants that make up the name of God YHWH (yhwh) remain of
uncertain pronunciation and meaning. Its exact meaning continues to be
debated among biblical scholars and its accepted pronunciation was lost
hundreds of years ago, during the Middle Ages.

THE TETRAGRAMMATON IN POST-BIBLICAL JUDAISM

According to Freedman's article YHWH in the 5th volume of TDOT "The
problems associated with the Tetragrammaton are manifold and all somewhat
technical" (Freeman, TDOT V:500). Such technical matters cannot be

discussed in detail here though it can be noted that pronunciations of the



tetragrammaton proposed by modern scholars include, YeH H , YeH64H,
YaHO6H, and YaHuUH as well of course as the now quite well-known yaHWeH
= Yahweh, commonly used, for example, in the Jerusalem Bible. (Ecole
BibliqueJerusalem,1 vol ed.1951; Eng. 1972; rev. 1966, 73+ [NJB Eng.]1985).

A basically erroneous vocalization of YHWH is expressed by the
artificial and impossible hybrid transliteration YeoWaH which becomes
"Jehovah" in English. This word was the invention of Renaissance
Christians who ignored or misunderstood the Masoretic convention of
combining of the consonants of YHWH with the vowels of the substitute
reading 'adénai (Hebrew, "Lord"), hence (also 'elohim). During the past
century or more Biblical and other scholars have striven to recover the
pronunciation of YHWH. Today the form yahweh is most widely accepted.
For 2,000 years or more, however, the very attempt to pronounce the
tetragrammaton was something widely viewed, at least in "orthodox" Jewish

circles, as something sacrilegious or spiritually dangerous.

At some stage after the Babylonian exile, from the late Second Temple
period (6thcent BCE - Zerubbabel-> 70 CE), Jews held back from publicly
uttering this holy name. The name 1°77° = YHWH came to be regarded as
"unspeakably holy and therefore unsuitable for use in public reading, although
it continued to be used privately" (Freeman, TDOT V: 500). Ancient mss. of
the HB or texts therein, including certain of the Dead Sea Scrolls, sometimes
refrain from registering the 4 Hebrew Letters constituting %712 the
tetragrammaton by abbreviating it or obscuring its pronunciation by writing

its 4 unvoweled letters in the archaic Hebrew script (cf. 4Q139);

This reading of the divine name is probably much older than the MT.
In some (though by no means all) of the Dead Sea scrolls, the use of
the archaic script to write the name may indicate a special
pronunciation. In 4Q139, two dots before the name YHWH may serve

the same function. ...



We shall return to this subject later when we examine a scriptural Tablet of
Baha’u’llah expository of the Mightiest Name as Baha’ (Splendor) in the light

of such biblical texts as have been mentioned above.

[6] Sixthly : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
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Ya Dha’l-Jalal wa’l-lkram (“O Lord of Majesty and Generosity [Honor]!”).

See Q. and 99 Names No. 85 Ghazali, Ninety-Nine, 1992: 140. ADD.

[7] Seventhly : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
[The phrase]
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“O Our God (Ya ilah-na) and God of everything ( wa-allaha kulli shay’ "), a
God Single-Unique (ilah an wahid an), No God is there save Thee! (la ilaha ila
anta).” These four statements are mentioned by al-Tabarsi [Tabrizi] in his

Majma’ al-Bayan, a well-known Shi'i Tafsir work of considerable length.
ADD

[8] Eightly : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
[The phrase]
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“He, verily, is God, [and] the Living One, [and] the Self-Subsisting” See Q.

[9] Ninthly : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] [by Imam
Ja'far] al-Sadiq
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“as being the basmala”.



[10] Tenthly : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
[The phrases],
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Ya Badr al-samawat wa’l-ard ( O Generator of the heavns and of the earth!),
Ya Dha’'l-Jalal wa’l-lkram (“O Lord of Majesty and Generosity [Honor]!”).

(cf. prefixed to No. 6 above which is the second half here only).

[11] Eleventh : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] by the
Prophet [Muhammad] as belng,
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“‘within three verses that occur towards the end of the Sirat al-hashr (“The
Surah of the Assembling” Q. ).

[12] Twelfth : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] by the
Prophet [Muhammad] as being
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“in the verse of Sovereignty [Dominion] (ayat al-mulk)”.

Cf. Q. 67 = Sdrat al-Mulk which commences:

[13] Thirteen : [The al-ism al-a'’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] by the
Prophet [Muhammad] as being
® .

“in three surahs [of the Qur'an] :

[1] in SUrat al-baqgara (‘'The Surah of the Cow, = Q.2 ), the ayat al-kursi (“the
Throne Verse” = Q. 2:255[6)) [ =

[2] in the [Surat] Al “Imran (“The Family of Imran” = Q. 3) “God, no God is
there except Him, al-Hayy = “the Living One, al-Qayyim = “the Self-
Subsisting”) [See Q. 3: Add Here ).



And [3] in [SUrat] Ta-H& (“T’-“H” Q. 20) “[On that Day.. v. 108] Faces shall
turn away [ be humbled] from al-Hayy = (“the Living One), al-Qayyum (“the
Self-Subsisting”) [See Q. 20: 111].

Comment here
The well-known Sunni Qur'an commentator Al-Baidawi (d. c. XXX/1300) in his
widely known and respected Sunni Quran commentary entitled states in the

course of commentating on Q. 3: XX that

[14] Fourteen : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is mentioned by
Muhammad [ibn Isma’ll] al-Bukhari [d. 256/870] in his Kitab al-tadhyil (“Book
of the Appendix”) [relayed] from him [The Prophet Muhammad] that it is in His
[God’s] saying (exalted be He), “ (Q. ? 163) and His saying, “God, no God is

there save Him, al-Hayy (the Living), the Qayyum (“the Self-Subsisting”)” (Q.
?).

[15] Fifteen : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
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“Thou art God! No God is there except Him, the Merciful, the Compassionate
(al-Rahman al-Rahim)’.

[16] Sixteen : The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name) is
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“[He is] Our Lord” (rabbuna). Such was transmitted by [The sixth Imam Ja'far]
al-Sadiq (d. c. 148/765).
See Fn.

[17] Seventeen : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is mentioned by
[Muhammad ibn Salama ibn Ja'far ibn "Al] al-Quda'T [al-Misri] (d. 454/1062)
in his book, Kitab Dustir ma‘alim al-hikam [wa-ma'tir makarim al-shiyam :
min kalam Amir al-Mu'minin ‘All Ibn-Abi-Talib] [relayed] from [Imam] AR

(d.40/661) — peace be upon him— [stating that] It is at the beginning of the



Surat al-Hadid (“Surah of Iron”, Q. 57) unto where He [God] said [in the
Quran], “And He is aware of the thoughts in the breasts [of humankind]” (wa
huwa alim bi-dhat al-sudur) (= Q. 57:6b)

Surat al- Hadid (Q. 57) verses 1-6.
(1] asll) el d aly
“In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.”
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“Whatever is in the heavens and the earth glorifies Allah; and He is the Mighty, the
Wise.”
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“His is the kingdom of the heavens and of the earth. He gives life and He causes
death. And He has power over all things.”
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“He is the First (al-awwal) and the Last (al-akhlr), and the Manifest (al-zahir)

and the Hidden (al- bétin) and He knows all things”. .
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“He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in six days, then He settled Himself
upon the Throne. He knows what enters into the earth and what emerges from it, and
what descends from heaven and what goes up into it. And He is with you wherever
you may be. And God sees all that you do.”

[6] JJA\J\ )A‘OJ\L;\JUAJ\J\JuM\dSAM
“Unto Him belongs the kingdom of the heavens and of the earth and unto God

all affairs do return”.
ADD HERE

. as well as at the end of the <) 33w Sirat al-Hashr (Surah of the
Assembling / Rounding Up, Q. 59) from where He says, “If We sent down this



Recitation [Quran]” (Q. 59: 21a) [and the rest of] the Surah [al- Hashr] (=Q.
29: 21-24) :
Surat al- Hashr (Q. 59) verses 21-24.:
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[21]. Had We sent down this recitation [Qur'an] on a mountain, you would
surely have seen it humbling itself and rending asunder by the fear of Allah.

Such are the parables which We put forward to mankind that they may reflect.
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[22]. He is God, there is no God except Him (La ilaha ila huwa), the All-
Knower of the unseen and the seen (open). He is the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful.
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[23]. He is God (Allah) [MBN 1]. No God is there save Him (La ilaha illa
Huwa), the King (al-Malik [MBN 4], the Holy One (al-Quddis) [MBN 5], the
Flawless (al-Salam) [MBN 6], the Faithful (al-Mu'min) [MBN 7], the Help in
Peril (al-Muhaymin) [MBN 8] the Mighty (al-'Aziz) [MBN 9], Omnipotent (al-
Jabbar) [MBN 10], the Supreme (al-Mutakabbir) [MBN 11]. Glory be to God!

above whatsoever they associate with Him (subhan Allah “amma yushrikan).

There are eight (or nine including Allah [MBN 1] consecutive Names among

the al-asma’ al-husna ("Most Beautiful Names’ found in this verse (Nos. 4-11).
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[24]. He is Allah, the Creator (al-Bari) [MBN 13], the Fashioner (al-Musawwar)
[= MBN 14]. To Him belong the Most Beautiful Names (al-asma’ al-husna). All



that is in the heavens and the earth glorify Him. And He is the Mighty (al-
"Aziz) [=MBN 9], the Wise (al-Hakim) [MBN 47].

Then raise up your hand(s) and say: "Ya man Huwa (O Thou who art He!).
Wherefore do |, supplicate Thee by the truth of these Names that Thou bless
Muhammad and the family of Muhammad and

See fn.

al-Quda’t = Muhammad ibn Salama ibn Ja'far ibn “All al-Quda’T al-Misr (d.
454/1062) was the author of a number of Arabic works including the volume
Kitab Dasttr Mu'allim al-Hikam
e Dustir ma‘alim al-hikam wa-ma'thtir makarim al-shiyam : min kalam
Amir al-Mu'minin ‘Al Ibn-Abi-Talib. ed. Hasan al-Samahi Suwaidan,
Damascus : Dar al-Qalam, 2003.
e (‘The Shooting Star in Wisdom Sayings, Proverbs and Ethics’), ed.
"Abu al-Wafa’ Muhammad al-Muraghi. Cairo: al-Majlis al-A'la Ii’l-

Shu’liwn al-Islamiyya, Lajnat al-Ta’rif bi’l-Islam, 1970.

The above volume contains some 1200 sayings attributed to the Prophet
Muhammad and was recently utilized by Riad Aziz Kassis in his 7he book of

Proverbs and Arabic proverbial works (Leiden: Brill Academic, 1999).

[18] Eighteen : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
[the phrase]
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Ya arham al-rahimin (“O Most Merciful of the Merciful ones!”).

[19] Nineteen : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
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“He, verily, no God is there except Thee! Praised be unto Thee! | myself am
among the evildoers [tyrannical] (al-zalimin)”.

These lines are non-qur'anic though they are made up of quranic phrases
drawn from various Quran texts and vocabulary. This identification might in
part be rooted in an attempt to dissuade such as desire to use the power of

the Mightiest Name for destructive reasons (see also No. 20 below).

[20] Twenty : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being

[expressed by the words]
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“‘He is indeed the best of the Inheritors (al-warithin)” (=?? Quran 21: 89).
Wairrith is one of the Divine Attributes reflected once in the plural in Q. 21: 89.
This identification might be rooted in an attempt to dissuade such as desire to
use the power of the Mightiest Name to acquire things which are best viewed

as belonging to God, the “Best of Inheritors”.

[21] Twenty one : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as

being [expressed by the words]
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“Sufficient for us is God and [He is] the best Trustee [Guardian] (al-wakil)” (=
Q. 3:173b).
The occurrence of the word Allah here would seem to be equated with the

Mightiest Name.

[22] Twenty two : [The al-ism al-a'’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as
being [expressed by Name-Attribute]
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“The Near One” (al-Qarib).



[23] Twenty three : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as
.being [expressed by the Name-Attribute],

g Lz ).H 4..‘
“The Lovmg (aI-Wahhab)

[24] Twenty four : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as
being [expressed by Name-Attribute],
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“The Forgiver” (al-Ghaffar).

[25] Twenty five : [The al-ism al-a'’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as
being [expressed by the words],

“The Hearer of the Supplication” (samr al-du’a’).

[26] Twenty six : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as
being [expressed by the words],

The Hearer (al-samr’), the All-Knowing (al-"alim).

[27] Twenty seven : [The al-ism al-a'zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as
being [expressed by the words],
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“The Loving” (al-wadid) Possessor of the Glorioius Throne (dha al-"arsh al-
majid), the One Who Acts according to whatsoever He desires.

[28] Twenty eight : [The al-ism al-a'’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as

being [expressed by the words],
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“Put thy trust in the Living One (al- hayy) the Undylng [Who dieth not).”



This identification is an exact citation of the initial, opening half of Q. 25: 58a
(50a). The imperative of the vth form of the root w-k-I, tawakkal (to put one’s
trust in [God], occurs ten further times in the Qur'an (Kassis, Concordance,
1273). The above qur’anic citation is closely paralleled at Q. 26: 217 though
two different Divine Attributes are used, “Put thy trust in the All-Mighty (al-

"AZiz), the All-Compassionate (al-Rahim)”.

[29] Twenty nine : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as
being
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It lies between the two Jalals in the [Surat] al-An’am (“The Surah of Cattle” =
Q. 4).

[30] Thirty' [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
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W|th|n the Ha -wa -Mim Surahs”. These Sirahs are

[31] Thirty one : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
[expressed in],
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Yé-Sin.

These two isolated letters are prefixed to Q.

[32] Thirty two : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being

[expressed in],
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“In what is between the Ha-M'm [Surahs] and the Ya-Sin [Surah]”.

[33] Thirty three : [The al-ism al-a'’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as

being [expressed in],
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This identification continues to read:

“It is indicated in the spelled out [isolated Arabic] letters [of the alphabet]
(huraf al-tahji) at the openings of the Surahs of the Quran. These [isolated
letters] are assembled together in your [human] speech when you correctly,
repeatedly pronounce them in an appropriate manner (sirat al-haqq). We
reckon them and number them [the qur'anic isolated letters] as having a total
[abjad value] of six hundred and ninety three”.

A tradition ascribed to Imam "Ali reads as follows,

“Everything has an attribute [token-sign] (sifat) and the attribute of the Qur'an
is the [isolated Arabic] letters [of the alphabet] (hurGf al-tahji) [at the openings
of the Surahs of the Quran]. Sha'bi [then] stated, ‘In every [sacred] Book God
there is a mystery [secret] (sirr). His mystery in the Qur'an is the [isolated
Arabic] letters [of the alphabet] (hurGf al-tahji) [at the openings of the Surahs
of the Quran]. And from Sa’id ibn Jabir [it is related], 'They are the Most
Beautiful Names [of God] (asma’ Allah al-husna) when separated [isolated
things] (‘cut off, maqtu'at). If the people knew their Author [ Composer’,
“Originator’] (ta'lif) [= God] they would know the "Mightiest Name’ (al-ism al-
a'zam). He says, “A-L-R” : “H-M" : “N” which is [spells out] al-Rahman (the
Compassionate) except that we are conscious of the fact that we have
connected them [the isolated letters]. Thus whoso is aware that the collection
[of letters] is linked up is aware of the "Mightiest Name’ (al-ism al-a’zam)
which, when God is supplicated therewith will Him to respond. Thus says
[Shaykh] al-Tabarsi [=Tabrizi] in his Majma™ [al-Bayan]” (cited in Kaf ami, al-
Misbah, 1424/2003, p. 411 fn. 1).

[34] Thirty four : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being

[expressed in],
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“the amplification (al-mutakabbir) of its [alphabetical] substance (kin) in line

with the collective numerical value of the bases of all of the luminous letters



(al-hurtf al-nuraniyya) relative to their isolatedness (al-muqatta’a) which we
have already mentioned as having a [collective abjad numerical] value of six

hundred and ninety three” (see No. 33 above).

[35] Thirty five : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] from
Imam [Ja'far] al-Sadiq (d. XXX/740) as being [expressed in], his statement to
some of his companions when they asked "Have | not taught you the al-ism
al-a’zam (Mightiest Name [ of God])?’. They said, 'Yes indeed!. He said,
‘[Then] Recite the Hamd [Q.1] and the Tawhid [= "There is no God save God’]
and the "Throne verse’ (ayat al-kursi) [=Q. 2:256] and of the Qadar (Destiny)
[?] Then face the Qibla [in Mecca] and supplicate according to what you
desire’ Thus mentioned Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Farrakh al-Saffar [Add

Here] in his book Fadl al-Du’a (“The Bounty of Supplication”).

[36] Thirty six : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being

[expressed in],
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From [Imam Ja'far] al-Sadiq (d. c. XXX/740) “It is in the Fatiha (Opening
Sdarah) of the Book (Q.1). If you recite this over the dead seventy times, then
you will thereby have restored the soul (al-ruh)! Such is not such an
astonishing thing ("ajab a1). This was mentioned by Shaykh al-Mufid ( ADD)
his book al-Tabsira (ADD)

ADD

[37] Thirty seven : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as

being [expressed in the tradition] transmitted by [Imam "Al] al-Rida’ (d.

XXXIXXXX) T Lol o [ or in another mss. from Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq]
[stating that] “Whomsoever [recites] the basmala (Bismala al-Rahman al-
Rahim) and the hawlaqa (= la hawla wa |a quwata ila bi-llah ‘There is neither
strength nor power save in God’) 100 times after the Dawn Prayer (Salat al-

Fajr) would be closer to the Mightiest Name of God (ism Allah al-a’zam) than



the black of the eye is to its white. There within it the Mightiest Name of God

(ism Allah al-a’zam).

[38] Thirty eight : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as

PR T o
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being [expressed in],
“O My God! Thou art God. No God is there except Thou! O Source [Master] of
Night Ascents and Power (ya da al-ma‘arij wa’l-quwa). | ask Thee by
Bismillah al-Rahman al-Rahim and by that which Thou sent down on the
Night of Destiny [Power] (laylat al-gadr) that Thou establish for me by Thy
command release from suffering [repose comfort] (faraj an) and freedom from
difficulty (makhraj an). And | ask Thee that Thou bestow blessing upon
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad and that Thou forgive me my sins
and accept my repentance O Most Merciful of the Merciful Ones (arham al-
rahimin).
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This is mentioned by the author of the book al-Fawa’id al-Jaliyya

[39] Thirty nine : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mighties! Name)] is [specified] as being
[expressed in], el oo ié“'ﬂ_!"‘“-"hs o

“the Kitab al-Nahy (“ Book of Proscription) specifiying *Supplications of the
Prophet [Muhammad]’ as relayed by Abi Muhammad Harami from the
Prophet. [More specifically ] It is contained in this supplication:

“O My God! | do indeed supplicate Thee by virtue of the fact that With Thee is
the Praise! No God is there save Thee. O Bountiful One (mannan)! O
Regenerator (badr) of the heavens and of the earth! O Possessor of Glory
and Nobility (dha’l-jalal wa’l-ikram)!

See below No. 46

[40] Forty : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
[expressed in],
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“From the Kitab al-Tahsil [“The Book of [Scientific] Acquisition/ Learning”] as
related from the Prophet [Muhammad] it [the Mightiest Name] is in this
Supplication (al-du’a):

“O my God! | beseech Thee since Thou verily art Thou Who art God! No God
is there except Thee, the One (al-ahad) All-Enduring [Perpetual] (al-samad)!
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“He begetteth not; neither is He begotten (lam yalid wa lam yulad”.

For Him there is no one [who is] equal (kufu a ahad)” [= Q. 112: 34].
See also No. 51

[41] Forty one: [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being,
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“It is from him [the Prophet Muhammad] blessings and peace be upon him

and his family. It is found in this supplication (al-du’a):

“1, verily, O my God! supplicate Thee through the totality of Thy Most Beautiful

Names (bi'l-asma’ika al-husna) which | have been taught and those which |

do _not know. And | beseech Thee by Thy Mighty, Mightiest, Great, Greatest
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Name (bismika al-"azim al-a’zam al-kabir al-akbar)”.

[41] Forty two [The al-nsm al-a zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being,
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“in the supplication (aI-du ") of Joshua son of Nin who, by means of it [the
Mightiest Name], computed [thereby a restraining of the] the sun (al-shams)
[on the day of battle, see Joshua 10: 8-15]. And it is,
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'O my God! |, verily, supplicate Thee through Thy Pure, Purifying, Sacred,
Blessed, Treasured, Name inscribed upon Pavilion of Laudation (suradiq al-
hamd) and Pavilion of Glory (suradiq al-majd) and Pavilion of Power (suradiq



al-qudrat) and Pavilion of Sovereignty (suradiq al-sultan) and Pavilion of the
Secrets [Throne-couches] (suradiq al-sara’ir). | supplicate Thee, O Lord! since
Thine is the Laudfation [Praise] (al-hamd). No God is there except Thee, The
Light (al-ndr), the Upright [Righteous, Devoted, Faithful] (al-barr), al-Rahman
(the Merciful), al-Rahim (the Compassionate), the Righteous (al-Sadiq), the
Learned (al-'alim), the Hidden (al-ghayb), the Witness (al-shahada), the
Generator of the heavens and of the earth (badr al-samawat wa’l-ard) and
their Light (ndr) and their Uplifter (giyam), Possessor of Glory and Nobility
(du’ljalal wa’l-ikram), One Affectionate [Loving, Tender) (hannan), a Light
(nar), Eternal (da’im), Sanctified (quddis), One Living (hayy) Who dios not
die.”

Joshua 10: 10-15 : http://www.enduringword.com/commentaries/0610.htm

“So the Lord routed them before Israel, killed them with a great slaughter at
Gibeon, chased them along the road that goes to Beth Horon, and struck
them down as far as Azekah and Makkedah. And it happened, as they fled
before Israel and were on the descent of Beth Horon, that the Lord cast down
large hailstones from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died. There
were more who died from the hailstones than the children of Israel killed with
the sword. Then Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord delivered
up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel:
“Sun, stand still over Gibeon; and Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.” So the sun
stood still, and the moon stopped, till the people had revenge upon their
enemies. Is this not written in the Book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the
midst of heaven, and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day. And
there has been no day like that, before it or after it, that the Lord heeded the
voice of a man; for the Lord fought for Israel. Then Joshua returned, and all

Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.”



[43] Forty three : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as
being,
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< in the [following] Du’a :
“I beseech Thee, O my God! by Thy Mighty Name (bismika al-'azim)
T THegr % -
’ ISKJ | HQ‘MJ;J and by Thy Greatest Ridwan”.
The word Ridwan is an Artabic verbal noun (from the root R-D-W) meaning
“Felicity’, *Contentment’, ‘Delight’, *Favor’). It occurs 13 times in the Q. and,
among other things in Islamic literatures, it came to designate an angelic
figure who is the keeper of Paradise. In the above prayer there is mention of
the Mighty Name which is synonymous with the al-ism al-a’zam, the
“Mightiest Name’ and the Greatest Ridwan may signify the sublime beatitude
of Paradise or its nagelic gatekeeper. Not one of the al-sma’ al-husna the
word Ridwan was frequently used by the Bab from the first Strah of his
Qayyum al-asma’ onwards. For Baha'is as is well-known Ridwan is a highly
eschatologically suggestive term coming to designate both the orchard or
garden (bustan) where Baha'u’llah declared his prophetic mission and the
sacred, twelve day period of its communication near Baghdad during April 22-
May 31 1863. Three Baha'm holy days are associated with the Ridwan period.

[44] Forty four : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being,
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[transmitted] “from him [the Prophet Muhammad]... in this supplication (al-
du'a’):

“O My God! | beseech Thee by Thy Mighty (‘al-'azim), Mightiest (al-a’zam)
Purifying [Pristine] (al-tahir), Pleasant (al-tayyib), Blessed (al-mubarak) Name
(ism) which is Most Beloved (al-ahabb) of Thyself. When Thou art supplicated
therewith Thou do make reply and whenever | make request thereby Thou do



make provision. And when Thou art requested to display Thy Mercy by
means of it Thou art indeed Merciful. And when Thou art requested to dispel
grief therewith Thou do indeed show comfort.

[45] Forty five : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being,
fLeddl 13k 3 E18% o
[transmitted] “from him [the Prophet Muhammad]... in this supplication (al-
d_u‘é')'
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“O My God! | supplicate Thee through the intimate conjunctions of Might (bi-
ma'aqid al-'izz) from Thy Throne (‘arsh) and the extremities of Thy Mercy
from Thy Book (muntaha rahmat min al-kitab); through Thy Mightiest Name
(ismika al-a’zam) and Thy most Sublime Bounty (jaddika al-a’la) as well as
through Thy Completed Words (kalimatika al-tammat).

[46] Forty six : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being,
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[transmitted] ‘fro;n him [the Prophet Muhammad]... in this supplication (al-
du‘é')'
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“O My God! | supplicate Thee by Thy Most Beautiful Names (bi-ama’ika al-
husna), those which | known among them and those which | do not know. And
| supplicate Thee by Thy Mightiest Name (bismika al-a’zam), which, when
Thou art supplicated therewith Thou do respond. And whenever | make
request thereby Thou do make provision. With Thee indeed is the Praise (al-
hamd)! No God is there save Thee. O Bountiful One (mannan)! O



Regenerator (badr’) of the heavens and of the earth! O Possessor of Glory
and Nobility (dha’l-jalal wa’l-ikram)!

See above No. 39. the latter portion of which is virtually identical to this
prayer.

[47] Forty seven: [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as
being, _
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“within the Book Ighétha al-Di’a’T [“The Succor of the Supplicant‘] by [the
fourth Imam "All] Zayn al-"Abidin (d. XXX/XXX). It is in this [the following]
supplication (al-du’a’):

“O God (ya Allah)! O God (ya Allah)! O God (ya Allah)! No doubt for Thee is
there respecting Thy Singleness [Oneness] (wahdaka). O Bountiful One

Al

(mannan)! O Regenerator (badr') of the heavens and of the earth! O
Possessor of Glory and Nobility (dhd’l-jalal wa’l-ikram)! The Possessor of the
Mighty Names (al-asma’ al-izam), Possesor of Might ( dhi’l-'izz) which
ceases not. Thy God is Unique (wahid). No God is there except Him, the
Merciful (al-rahman) Compassioante (al-rahim), and may the blessings of God
be upon Muhammad and all of his family.” Then make thy request.

See FN

[48] Forty eight: [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as also
being from him [Muhammad] Itis in this suppllcatlon (al-du’a’):

-

..ﬁ 1r...U| RPN TR § R & s g_,....‘,\Ji, u,.t._n

ol 250 8 5 N1 31 Y Qg A g g A g A g deny
“O My God! | supplicate Thee by Thy Name (bi-isrﬁika), “O God (ya Allah)! O
God (ya Allah)! O God (ya Allah)! O God (ya Allah)! O God (ya Allah)! No
God is there except Him, Lord of the Mighty Throne (rabb al-"arsh al-"azim).”
See FN



[49] Forty nine : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
“in this supplication (al-du’a’) :
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“O My God! | suppllcate Thee by Thy Name (bi-ismika) which is Treasured up
(al-makhzin), Hidden (al-maknidn), Blessed (al-mubarak), Purified (al-
mutahhir), Purifying (al-tahir) and Sanctified (muqaddisin).”

See FN = Ramz 52 transmitted by Ibn Abi Qurrat = Muhammad ibn “All ibn
Ya'qub ibn Ishaq ibn Abt Qurrat. ... This Du’a’ is from [Imam Mus3] al-Kazim
(7% Imam) fl. 8% cent CE.

These adjectives used of the powerufl Name of God are repeated in many of
the scriptural alwah of Baha'u’llah.

[50] Fifty : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being, “in
this supplication (al-du'a’) :
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‘O Comforter in dlscomfort [Liberator from unease] (ya farij al-ghamm)! O
Remover of anxiety (ya kashif al-hamm)! And O Faithful to the Covenant (ya
mufi al-"ahd)! And O Living One (hayy a"), no God is there save Thee!”
See FN 4

[51] Fifty one : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being,
“in this supplication (al-du’@’) :
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“ReCIte the Basmala and the Hawallq and say :
“O Ancient of Days [Pre-existent One] (gadim)) O True One (haqq)! O
Everlasting (da’'im)!, O Overseer [Upright One] (ga’im)! O Unique One (al-
fard)! O All-Perpetual (al-samad)! O God (Allah)! O Compassionate (al-
rahman)! O Compassionate (al-rahim)) O Living One (al-hayy)! O
Self-Subsisting (Qayyim)! O Possessor of Glory and Nobility (dha’l-jalal wa’l-
ikram)! O Light of the heavens and of the earth (nar al-samawat wa’l-ard) and
whatsoever is between them! And Lord of the Mighty Throne (al-"arsh al-
‘azim)! O Whomsover “begetteth not nor is begotten” (ya lam yalid wa lam
yulad = Q. 112: 3). “Compared to Him there is no one [who is] equal (kufa an
ahad)” ( = Q. 112: 4). O Sufficer (al-kafi)! O Guide (al-hadi)! O Creator (barr)!
O Learned One (“alim)! O Truthful One (sadiq)! O “Kaf (letter “K”)-Ha’ (“H”)-Ya
("Y™)-"Ayn (“")-Sad (“S”)” [= Q. 19: 1]. O Lord of Lords (rabb al-arbab)! O
Sayyid of Sayyids (sayyid al-sadat)! O King of Kings (malik al-muldk)! O
Protector [Guardian] of this world and of the hereafter (wall al-dunya wa’l-
akhira)!

O my God! Thou art the King (malik) of those in heaven and the King
(mailk) of those upon the earth! There is no sovereignty in either of them from
other than Thee. Thy Power (qudrat) on earth is even as Thy power (qudrat)
in heaven. Thy Sovereignty (sultan) on earth is even as Thy power (qudrat) in
heaven. | supplicate Thee by Thy Noble Name (ismika al-karim) and by Thy

Lumninous Countenance (wajhika al-muinir). Thou art Powerful over all



things. May blessings be upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad
and may | find speedy release from my suffering. And bring about for me
release from every discomfort (ghamm). Dispell and make tolerable for me
every difficulty, O Most Merciful of the Merciful Ones (arham al-rahimin)”.

See above No. 40

Fn.1 Du'a ( = Ramz 51) as transmitted by Mugatil ibn Sulayman in a
response to a question to be taught of al-ism al-a’zam. Associated with power
over life and death.

[52] Fifty two : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being,
“in_this supplication (al-du‘é’) :
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See FN = Ramz 52 transmitted by "Ata ibn Ab| al-Rabbah one learned

among the Fuqaha’ (jurists) of Mecca... Muqatil...

[53] Frfty three: [The aI-|sm al-a’zam (Mlghtlest Name)] is [speC|f ed] as belng,
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“in the Kitab al-Du’a’ of Ibn Abt Layla [it is stated] that the Mightiest Name (al-
ism al-a’zam) is 'O God (ya Allah)! O Merciful One (al-Rahman), the
Possesor of Might and Nobility (dha’l-jalal wa’l-ikram).

[54] Fifty four : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being,
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“Itis He, venly, is the One (al-ahad), the All-Enduring (al-samad).”



[55] Fifty five : [The a_I-|sm al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specﬁ' ed] as being,
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“In the Kitab al-Tahajjud (“The Book of the Night Vigil) [Muhammad ibn Al
ibn Ya'qub ibn Ishaq] ibn Abt Qurrat. ...from [Imam Mus3] al-Kazim (7t Imam)
fl. 8% cent CE. It is in this Du’a’. You should say three times Ya Nur (O Light)!
Ya Quddis (O Sanctified, Holy One)! Then three times, “Ya Hayy (O Living
One)! Ya Qayyum (O Self Subsisting)! Then three times, Ya Hayy a |a yamut
(“O living One Who dieth not”). Then three times, Ya Hayy a hina la Hayya
(O Living One [never] momentarily not Living). Then three times, Ya Hayy la
ilaha illa anta (O Living One! No God is there save Thee). Then three times,
bila ilaha ila anta ('l beseech Thee through ‘No God is there except Thee’).
Then three times, ‘| beseech Thee through Thy Name Bismillah al-Rahman
al-Rahim (In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate), the Mighty
(al-"aziz), the Mubin (the Luminous)!”

See FN

[56] Fifty six [The al-ism al-a’ zam (Mlghtlest Name)] is [specified] as belng,
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“in the Du (Suppllcatlon) of Ya'qib (Jacob) which was taught to him by the
angel of death (malak al-mawt) for such is indeed repeated in preliminary
section of the foregoing (book = the Kitab al-Tahajjud (“The Book of the Night
Vigil“) [Muhammad ibn Al ibn Ya'qub ibn Ishaq] ibn Abi Qurrat) dealing with
the supplications of the Prophets and the Imams (adi'yya al-anbiya’ wa al-
a’imma), may the blessings of God be upon them.



This is most probably an allusion to the story contained in Genesis XX and
embellished in Jewish Midrashic literatures relating how Jacob wrestled with
God in angelic form at the time when he was renamed Israel (= *Contender
with God’). His being taught the al-ism al-a’zam at this time is ADD HERE

[57] Fifty seven : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as
being from [Imam] "All (d.40/661)... in this Suppllcatlon (al-du’a’):

iy |

aoted ;.;.uu 23 1A A “’u.tp u;' ‘._,_,_.*.:-.Ji_, ey
u;-:-i-}u” u.n." QL;;.” ,5%! J.:-\.“ r.h.ﬁyl r...h.a." g_,...ﬂc.” QJJ#I-Q-“ n_l.a..-b

JJ" o 0¥ o8 iG55 540 JJ" & 553 JJ3 & 585 s e 3h c;-’-” P

,1«;_,2'{,.1.._,4.‘.,‘.':;,‘._,-“1.,45 ,.sgz.u.b‘_}swui,_,.,
J‘g;JJ-L-L*‘JS-LSJ:*‘—-JSﬁﬂ~J-h-s U I8 S35 4 LaE e G
8 55 4 WK B B 2825 A j:.nJ Gl 52 ’&w‘ %5 t‘*

~)
4..:1:,3,.}?.:;,&__., )L,-‘_}Sad.x..,,J.._..«_bC_,..U 5% o B

LAY
-

rd ‘.l

Jgd).ﬁuu:as};;:-bd.«fub4.-»....;_,....-[,&1...‘.-4.::__._.:‘_5.&“,{\“

i;dn; J‘ﬂl,u‘l,L....!lc..u r,:\n TN r.uwr_h.du.m

I:..c;

s Lﬁ‘" g "':"’"i e CELT 155383 dyslss st JULLT pidy1g
:_SJJJJ“;;:‘:-&::DM J13 ‘l,J#qung1 -’“’J"“‘UL"IE')CJ‘F-G:LE
N f;;L:L:’,-*wuhldT -Lf-a’-’-ubuy Ulu.-n.al..o_’;ﬁl_', a3y

‘O my God | beseech Thee by Thy Name which is Treasured up (al-
makhziin), Hidden (al-maknin), Mighty (‘azim), the Mightiest (al-a’zam), the
Most Majestic (al-ajall), the Greatest (al-akbar), the Evidential (al-burhan), the
Real [True] (al-haqq), the Help in Peril (al-muhaymin), the Sanctified [Holy]
(al-quddas).

The One [Name] which is Light from Light (al-nur min ndr) and Light with
Light (ndr ma’ ndr) [which is] “Light upon Light” (al-ndr “ala nar) [Q. 24: 36]
and Light above Light (ntr fawq nar); [which is] Light in Light (nGr fi ndr), a
Light (nGr) which radiates (ada’a cf. diya’) forth dispelling every darkness;
through which every accursed tyrant [colossus, oppressor...] (kullu jabbar
rajim) is annihilated.



By means of it thou shall neither be able to raise up heaven (al-sama’) nor
raise up the earth (al-ard), O thou who believes in it , fearful of every ADD
HERE

FN. 1 No. 57.
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.. A man came to Imam "Ali... and said, 'Teach me the al-ism al-a’zam

(Mightiest Name)

[58] Fifty eight : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
transmitted by [Imam Ja'far] al-Sadiq (d. XXX/XXX), He said,
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“in it [the following] is the Mightiest Name [of God] (al-ism al-a’zam). He
supplicated with it every dawn (kull subah) and it is based upon [an acrostic
use of] the letters of the alphabet (huraf al-mu”ajjam):

“l, verily, beseech Thee O My God! through the [letter] “A” [commencing] al-
(Ibtida’ = commences with “a”) the Genesis [Commencement] and through the
[letter] “B” of al-Baha’ (the Beauty-Splendor-Glory) and so on to the end [of
the letters of the alphabet]. And it has been mentioned in section fourteen
towards the end of the “Prayer for the Dawn time’.

or “Mention of such has been registered in the fourteenth section of the
[expository] comment on the Dawn Prayer (ta’qib salat al-subh).



[59] Fifty nine : [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mightiest Name)] is [specified] as being
indicated through these letters which are a sigla of the Mightiest Name [of
God] (al-ahruf sifat al-ism al-a’zam) and they are:
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These seven successive letters are a sigla of the "Mightiest Name’ of God’

[1] A Pentalpha or five [six] pointed star.

[2] Three rods with a line over them

[3] A truncated form of the Arabic letter “m” (mim)

[4] Like but not exactly a ladder

[6] Four Lines

[6] A form of the Arabic letter “h” (ha")

[7] An extended, inverted Arabic letter “w” (waw).

This graphic representation of the "Mightiest Name’ is based on an Arabic
poem attributed to Imam “All existing in various recensions, a short one and a
longer recnesion. This short one is also relayed by the “Father of Tafsir' and
Rabbi of the Arabs’ Ibn "Abbas (d. / ).

One of the longer versions of the Hadith from Imam "All is reproduced below
as it is cited in a fn. (1) to the above section 59 of the Misbah paragraphs
expository of the "Mightiest Name’ (Beirut ed. 1424/2003, pp. 417-8):
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Another tradition from Imam "All reads:
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From [Imam "Ali] upon him be peace, ‘| saw Khidr in sanctuary

[60] Slxty [The al-ism al-a’zam (Mlghtlest Name)] is [specﬂ' ed] as being,
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“Ya Huwa (“O He”)! Ya Huwa (“O He”)! Ya man la yalam ma huwa illa huwa
(“O He Who is unknown as He is to any save Him")!"
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Shaykh Ahmad |bn [Muhammad |bn] Fahd [al-HillT (fl. 9t cent AH = 15th-16th
cent. CE) possible teacher of Sayyid Muhammad al-Nurbaksh (d. 869/1464),
founder of the Nurbakhshiyya, a Shi'i offshoot of the Kubrwaiyya Sufi order]
said in his "Uddat [al-Da’1] ( “The Preparedness of the Supplicator”)

*So these are the sixty sayings. Other than the foregoing [sayings] which are
mentioned in this our book are [other] Du'a’s (al-ad’iyya = “supplications”) in
which the “Mightiest Name’ was transmitted; including the Du’a’ al-Jawshan
(‘The Supplication of the Jawshan’), the Du’a’ al-Mathlil ("The Supplication
of the Lame Man’), the Du’a’ al-Mujir (‘"The Supplication of the al-Mujir), the
Du'a’ al-Sahifa (The Supplication of the Scriptural Scroll’) and yet others
besides.

Ibn Fahd al-Hilli, "Uddat al-Da’m wa Naijjaj al-Sa'1. Beirut (?): al-Ma’arif al-
Islamiyya, XXXX/2007? (500pp.)

There also exists a Persian trans. of the ‘Uddat al-DaT = Tarjamah-i Farsi-yi
'Uddat al-Da'i by Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Fahd al-Hilli Asadi. Tehran:
Kitabkhanah -y i Shams, 1960.

Concluding Supplementary Traditions

(1) The author of the book Basa'ir al-Darajat mentioned something [about the
Mightiest Name] transmitted from [Imam] Ja'far al-Sadiq :
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“He, exalted be He, made His Mightiest Name (ismihi al-a’zam) to consist of

three and seventy letters. He gave Adam twenty and five (25 ) letters and He



gave Noah fifteen (15 ). He gave Abraham eight (8), Moses four (4) and
Jesus two (2) letters through which two he enlivened the dead and healed the
lame and the blind. And he gave Muhammad seventy and two letters (72).
And He, praised be He, has taken to Himself but a single letter” (Misbah,
398).

(2) Supplementary tradition two
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In another tradition from one of them [the Imams]

There was with Asaf but a single letter of the Mightiest Name (al-ism al-
a'’zam) and through it he obtained the Throne of Bilgis (‘arsh al-bilgis)
[Queen of Sheba] before the withdrawal of the glance (irtidad al-tarf). And on
Our part we [Muslims obtained] of the Mightiest Name (al-ism al-a’zam)
seventy and two letters and one letter God took to Himself, glorified be He”.

(3) Supplementary tradition three
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In the Kitéb aI-TawI:qu from [Imam] Ja far al-Sadiq :
There is no abridgement if God, exalted be He, made His nhames (asm&’) to
be of four portions. Of these He disclosed three for the indigent [poor] (or
favored?) among the creatures (li-faga khuluq) but veiled from them the al-ism
al-a’zam (Mightiest Name) which is Hidden (al-maknan) and Treasured up (al-
makhzin). He established for every one of the evident [known] Names (al-
asma’ alk-zahir) four pillars (arkan) though a single pillar consists of thirty
Names (asma’). So the Pillars are twelve and the Names are three hundred



and sixty Names such as : al-Rahman (the Compassionate) al-Rahim (the
Merciful), the King (al-malik), al-Quddis (the Sanctified), the Creator (al-
khaliq), al-Barm (the Originator), al-Hayy (the Living One), al-Qayyum (the
Self-Subsisting). Lethargy [slumber] does not overtake Him neither does the
sleep [cf. Q. 2:255a] of the originator [creator] (nawm al-munshi), al-Badr” (the
Wondrous / Novel Creator”), al-'Aliyy (the Elevated), al-'Azim (the Mighty)...
And so on until the 360 Names are completed.”

(4) Supplementary tradition four
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And transmitted from [Imam “Al] al-Rida’:

“God selected for Himself (linafsihi) Names (asma’) through which He can be
supplicated. The first of those He selected was al-"All al-'‘azim (‘The
Elevated, the Mighty’ or "The Mighty Name AT’ ) for this is the Most Sublime
of all things and an expression of their Most Greatness (a’zamiha)”.

This tradition obviously express the elevated imamological supremacy of
Imam “All ibn Abr Talib, for Sh1'Ts the successor of the Prophet Muhammad...



