BAHA'I STUDIES SEMINARS AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF LANCASTER

1977 - 1980

From 1977 until 1980 (16-17 April 1977; 15-16 April 1978; 7-8 April
1979; 11-13 April 1980), the Departments of Religious Studies and of
Sociology at the University of Lancaster lent their support to a succession
of four annual Bzha'li Studies Seminars held under the convenership of
Peter Smith, then a post-graduate student in the Department of Sociology:
Designed to further academic research into the Babi and Baha'i religions,
these seminars afforded opportunity for a number of post-graduates from
Furope and America to present and discuss papers on various aspects of
"Baha'i Studies". Most of the substantive papers presented at the seminars
have since found their way into print or been incorporated into the partici-
pants' doctoral theses.

The paperé presented were as follows:

Bramson, Loni (Louvain) o
(1979) Internal opposition to ~Abdu'l-Bsha's Will and Testament and the
establishment of the Guardianship.

- See Bramson's Ph.D. thesis, "The Baha'i Faith and Its Evolution
in the United States and Canada from 1922 to 1936" (Université
Catholique de Liouvain, 1980) »

Cole, Juan Ricardo (U.C.L.A.)
(1980) Rashfd Rid4 on the Bah&'f Faith in Egypt, 1897 - 1921.

Lambden, Stephen (Newcastle)

(1980) Divine splendour motifs in the Bible and writings of Bahé' '114h:
K4bdd in the 01d Testament, Doxa in the New Testament and aspects
of the 'theology of Bsh4' and the Sinai epiphany motif in the
writings of Bah&'u'lléh.

Lee, Anthony (U.C.L.A.)
(1978) The Bah&'f community of Ishqébéd from the beginmnings to the Russian
Revolution.

~ Published 1n slightly rev1sed form as "The rise of the Bah&'l
community of Ishqébad" Bah4'Y Studies 5 (1979):1-13.

MacEoin, Denis (Cambridge, 1977-79; Fez, 1979- 80) c.
(1977) 'The late eighteenth century reformatlon in Shi ism: Its background
and influence.

(1978) The Shaykhf reaction to Babism in the early period

- To be published in Studies in B&bI and Bah&'{ History, ed.
M. Momen (Los Angeles: Kalimat Press, 1983).

~ For both the 1977 and 1978 papers see MacEoin's Ph.D. thesis,
"From Shaykhism to Babism: A Study of Charismatic Renewal in Shf i
Islan" (University of Cambrldge, 1979) .




?3.

(1979) The concept of jih&d in the BAbI and Bah&'l movements.

- Published in part as "The Babi concept of holy war". Religion
12 (1982):9%-129.

(1980) Ritual and semi-ritual observances in Babism and Baha'ism.
Momen, Moojan
(19775 Some problems connected with the Yazd episode of 1850.

- See pp.106-13 in Momen, The B&b{f and Bah&'f Religions, 1844-1944:
Some Contemporary Western Accounts (0xford: George Ronald, 1981).

(1978) Early contact between Bah&'fs and Christian missionaries.

- To be published in Studies in B&bI and Bah&'f History, ed.
M. Momen (Los Angeles: Kalimat Press, 1983).

(1979) The social basis of the Bébi upheavals: A preliminary amnalysis.

= To be published in International Journal for Middle East Studies
15 (198%):157-83.

(1980) The trial of Mull4 °Alf Bastfmf: A combined Sunnf-Shi®f fatws
against the B&b. ’

~ Published in Iran 20 (1982):113-43.

Mossop, Denise
(1978) The mediatory role of Bsh&'f: A comparison of Sufi and Bah&'f
mysticism.

Peltola, Harri (Helsinki)
(1978) The history of the Bah&'{ Faith in Finland: A case study in the
soclology of countercultures.

Scholl, Steven
(1980) Im&m{ Shf'ism and the Baha'i Faith.

Smith, Peter (Lancaster)
(19775 The routinization of charisma? Some comments on Peter L. Berger's
"Motif messianique et processus social dans le Bahaisme'”.

- Published in shortened and amended form as "Motif research:
Peter Berger and the Bah&'f Faith". Religion 8 (1978):210-34.

(1978) The American Bah&'f community, 1894-1917.

- To be published in expanded form in Studies in B&bI and Bah&'l
Higtory, ed. M. Momen (Los Angeles: Kalimat Press, 1983).

- See also Smith's Ph.D. thesis, "A Sociological Study of the Babi
and Baha'i Religions" (University of Lencaster, 1982).

(1979) Millenarienism in the B&bf and Beh&'{ religions.

- Published in amended form as "Millennialism in the Babi and Bsha'i
religions", pp.231-83 in Millennialism and Charigsma, ed. R. Wallis
(Belfast: The Queen's University, 1982).

For short accounts of the Seminars see the following: For the 1977 and 1978
Seminars, the United Kingdom Bah&'fl Journal 245 (June 1978):16-17 (See also
the erratum in issue no.248 (Jan. 1979):11); for the 1979 Seminar, the

Bulletin of the British Society for Middle Eagbtern Studiesg 6 (1979):119-23.

Peter Smith.



