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The Word Baha’

KA

Quintessence of the Greatest Name of God*

Stephen Lambden

O peoples of the world! He Who is the Most Great Name
(al-ism al-a‘zam) is come, on the part of the Ancient King. . . .
—Bahd’u’lldh, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf

Let your joy be the joy born of My Most Great Name
(al-ismi al-a‘zam), a Name that bringeth rapture

to the heart, and filleth with ecstasy the minds of all
who have drawn nigh unto God.

—Baha’v’llah, Kitab-i-Aqdas

Abstract

This article is an attempt to explore some linguistic, historical, and theological
aspects of the Arabic word bahd’,! which is viewed by Bahd’is as the
quintessence of the greatest name of God, one form of which is the title
Bahd’w’ilih. Considered alone, the word bahd’ is a verbal noun meaning,
among other things, “beauty,” “excellence,” “goodliness,” “divine majesty,”
radiant “glory,” “splendor,” “light,” and “brilliancy.” There exist a wide
range of other nominal and verbal senses also.? It was at the 1848 Bdbi
conference of Badasht that Mirzd Husayn-‘All Niiri (1817-1892), the Founder
of the Bahd'’i Faith and a one-time leading Bdbi, bestowed a new name upon
each of the 81 (= 9 x 9) participants. He himself, to quote The Dawn-Breakers
(Tdrikh-i-Zarandi), “was henceforth designated by the name of Bahd” (Nabil,

* This article is a revised version of one previously published in the Bahd'i Studies Review 3.1
(1993).

1. Arabic words are made up of various root consonants—occasionally two, often three, less
frequem]y four or five letters. The word bahd’ is probably derived frf)rrl three (B+H+A/W)and
Made up of four letters, (B + H + A + the glottal stop humzu—llmugh_u is fundamental to the Arabic
spelling, the final glottal stop hamza (~) is usually omitted in Pgrsmn). Bu/zfi in other words, is
Made up of the following four letters which have a numerical (abjad) value of nine: [1] B =2 + [2]
H=54[3]A=1+[4] (glottal stop) = | (total = 9). o

2. The word bahd' has quite a wide range of nontheological verbal senses u'nd sl_gnmcunccs m‘]d as
an Arabic verbal-noun or Persian word. It can, for example, signify “perplexity,”
“incomprchcnsibilily." “poverty,” “goodness.” "grcqlnfss." "[?.erfCClion.'t "leJ‘CSI)’-"
“Mmagnificence.” “grandeur.” “beauty.” “brilliancy.” “luminosity —even “the sheen of the spittle of
a lion™ or “the calmness of a she-camel used to her milker”! For details and examples, see Ibn
Manzir, Lisin al-‘Arab 1:35-36; Dozy, Supplément 1:123-24: Lf{l}F. Lexicon 1:263-64; Wehr,
Dictionary 97 Dehkhoda, Lughat Namih (2d ed.) vol. 4. entry “Bahd’™).
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_ The honorific title (lagab) of Mirzd Husayn-*Alf Ndrf is Bahd'u’llah.* It is a
title that-follows an early Islamic pattern. Grammatically, it is a genitive
con§tru.cF10n made up of the two closely linked words [1] Bahd’ and [2] Alldh.
g ;1§n1f1<’as f‘The Glory/Splendor of God.”® In a certain sense, MOreover,
ina\jhlilcllia?h:;l df):lb]e.greatest name. M/any. Islamic writers follow traditions
Bah&u 4L hit:rsllsbrll?tlon of Goq, Allahj is re‘ckoned the greatest name.
(“Commentary oneth’ fg.one point in his Tafsir hurifdt al-mugatta‘ih
explains the letter A ( P}.' 1scor.mected Letters. [O,f the Qur’dn]” c. 1857.‘?).
{0 its being the heraldaflﬁ the first of the quranic disconnected letters) relative
For Bah4’fs, Ban O ‘the greatest name, A“,éh \Md"edth 1:67). e
0. A pro,per n;zmls an e)ftremely pO\’Neri’u.] and theologically significant
i-kulléya). Tn this gy i, lt;lemgnates Siod S Universal Manifestation (ma:/:m{'-
said to have beep g]o refers to th'e Self” of God. In esoteric writings, it is
According to traditi(r)nmumcgted In secret to Moses on the mystic Sinai.
miraculous powers | O:vthpartlal knowledge of it bestowed supernatural,
ancient sages. For thé’f C.PfOPhets and Messengers of Israel and upon other
“Return of Chyigy By vi:£ 1t is t.he name of thf: “Father” who is the spiritual
the “dead”; the “body” of h}le of Its power, Christ, the “Son,” was raised from
is religion revived and revitalized.

Bahd’ in the Scri
Criptur .
The Arabic word bl:zhd ’es of the Adamic Lyele

scripture, not i the Fel 1S not_ directly or fully contained in pre-Bébi sacred
or Arabic .. rew Bible (tawrat), Greek [Aramaic] Gospel[s] (injil).
3] ?;e:,dthe HOI{H bahd’ is composed of three or four
numerigal (abjad) va]ye ofbn/ ,r'C_OUn.tmg the final letter, hamza, [4] = ‘. The
Symbolic of perfectio And IS Nine: 2 ¢ 541 4 [ = 9, & “sacred Homber”

i N as the hj 0 .
tShe First Man » Adam ( Ahf ]hlghest numerical integer” and corresponding to
t6+7 4 8 + 9, Simi]~ *D=4+M-=40: total =45=1+2+3+4+

arl -
Y, the Bib corresponds to the “First Woman,”

T d“i‘: r:;Itdﬁ]li word for God. It is used hundreds of
an ten differep, Wordgnfcunsucally or conceptually alien to the
Wing three interchap ’ '()r God oceur in the Hebrew Bible (Old
y singular sign‘iﬁéfdtflc words 19r God. °El, *Eloah, and
Pt S lracuo.n of “the ()dvmn}_c and the first word in the Torah for
205d W ligh (< g YOy MOUS wighy, biblical e 1 [feminine] = af + ). Alldh
y . calnames of God.
Dhikryeyy4 "

en he saqe o0 ,]isr:lgl\/‘lzlllle(d:ng?C Remembrance of God™).
IS with pjpe 2" IS i that AT
anifest, (e in"' € Numerjcy) valu ﬂ(}wledg? which shall never
Violable gpq g A 'e of Bahd'], the symbol that
PProachably exalted Name” (28. Cf.
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“Eve.”8 The twin Manifestations of God in this eschatological age are viewed
as the “parents” of a new spiritual humanity.

In certain tablets, Bahd’u’lldh indicated his “Self” by means of the first two
letters of the greatest name, Bahd’; that is, B and H. In the colophon at the close
of the Kitdb-i-Igdn, for example, we read, “Thus hath it been revealed
aforetime. . . . Revealed by the “Bd’ ” and the “H4’ " (257). While the earlier
“Tablet of the Disconnected Letters” also contains such a self-designation,
when it refers to this writing as a “Book™ from B before H (Md’idih 4:52), the
fourth line of the Lawh-i-Ndqiis (“Tablet of the Bell,” 1863 c.E.) alludes to it
when there is a command to the “Angel of Light” (malak al-niir) to blow in the
eschatological “Trumpet” (al-siir) in view of the new theophany in which the
letter H rides upon a mighty preexistent letter B.

Bahd’u’114h has stated that various portions or “letters” of the word Bahd’ as
the greatest name are contained in pre-Bédbi holy books. In past religious
dispensations, there was a progressive disclosure of “letters” of various forms or
conceptions of the greatest name. Certain traditions attributed to the Shi‘{
Imdms (rooted in Jewish notions) allocate “letters” of a 73-letter greatest name
to past sages, prophets, or Manifestations of God—reckoning that one of the
“letters” remained hidden (73 — 1 = 72). In some lists, Adam received 25 letters,
Noah 25, Abraham 8, Moses 4, and Jesus 2 (Majlisi, Bihdr 11:68). Certain
writings of the Bdb and Bah4’u’l14h reflect such traditions.

Drawing on Qur’dn 21:78 f. and (probably also) those Shi‘i traditions
(ahadith), which reckon that certain of the Israelite prophets received a few
letters of knowledge or of the greatest name of God, the Bab (Qayyiimu’l-Asmd’
59) explains how David and Solomon were inspired with two letters of the
“greatest word” (kalimdt al-akbar), adding that Dhu’l-Nun (= Jonah), Idris
(= Enoch), Ishmael, and Dhu’l-Kifl (Job or Ezekiel?) were in darkness until
they testified to the truth of the “point of the Gate™ (nugtatu’l-bdb = the Bab).

In his Tafsir Laylat al-Qadr (“Commentary on the Strih of the “Night of
Power’” Qur’4n 97) the Bib refers to 3, 4, and 5 portions of one of the forms of
the greatest name existing in the Pentateuch (rawrar), Gospel[s] (injil) and
Qur’dn respectively (see Iran National Bahd’f Manuscript Collection [INBMC]
69:17). Similarly, in a tablet commenting on the basmala® and first verse of the
quranic “Sdrih of the Pen” (Sirih 68), Bahd’u'lldh mentions that God divulged
something (a “letter”/“word™ harf @) of the “Greatest Name™ Bahd" in every

8. According to certain tablets of *Abdu’l-Bahd—notably the tablet in ex;})!a}u{ati.(m of'lhe G}'szltgsl
Name symbol (apparently designed by *Abdu’l-Bahd) uddrcss‘cd to a Bahd'i lfmdcnl”m Pﬂl.{s‘(vsxcs
Md’idih 2:100-103)—Bah4'u’llah and the Bdb may be c()n.\'ldcrgq lhe new '/‘\dzun and . Eve,
respectively. The word Beb has a numerical value of 5. The sum of its integers 15 IS—(1+2+3+
4+5=15). Fifteen is also the numerical value of “Eve” (Arabic. Howl).

9. Basmala is an Arabic word indicating the oft-repeated quranic phrase,
Merciful, the Compassionate” (Bismi lldh al-Rahmdn al-Ralim).

“In the Name of God, the
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s oh the
dispensation. In the Islamic dispensation, he states, it is all.udcl:]d tc(})otshr;l:c(};”jﬂ)
letter B (bd’: the first letter of the basmala, see below) z.md i thie : Ii)nsktwo of
through the word Ap (= “Father”) —which, in the Arablc Blble,, Cf)n Al {ux'e e
the letters of Bahd’ (A and B). Bahd’ is clearly intimated in Bébi scripture,

i is, the Baha’i
Baydn. 1t is representative of the Self (nafs) of God in this, the Ba
dispensation (see INBMC 56:25).

In a Persian tablet, Bahs’
(Bahd’) was hidden in the “k
scrolls of past Messengers of
of the Hidden Words (Kalim
Years prior to his declarati
manifestation and power of
disclosure of g first two le
tablets spell out the power an

u’lldh states that in past ages thg g.realest .nanl:C
nowledge of God” but recorded or m’tlmated int z
God (suh uf al-mursalin, see Iqtiddrdr 275). In (?ﬂ

dr-i-Mc'zk/.uZnih, Persian No. 77, revealed' some five
on in 1863) Bah4’u’ll4h mystically intimated the
the greatest name, Bahd’, (see below)‘through th(:
tters (i.e., Bd and Hd).!0 Hundreds of subsequen

d importance of the word Bahd’.

Bahd’ in the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament)
Th ha’

. : i iblical
€ word bahd’ seemg to have no precise equivalent or cognate in bibl
Hebrew:. The

A T3 10 [
ologically, it is represented by the Hebrew word kabod = “radian
glory.” Translateq into biblic i

al Hebrew, Bahd'u’llah (the glory-splendor of
God) wouldq be Kabod YHWH. Various verses
Bible haye been th

ought to intimate the name an
of the founder of the Bahg’1 Faith. A number of
€Xample, gare significant ip this respect: th
predictions of the Manifestation

the be]ieving Bahg'1:

d beauteous glory of the person
verses of the Book of Isaiah, for
€y are seen as intimationi or
of Bahd’u’l14h and the radiance, the “glory” of

And the glory of tpe 1 orq (kabod YHWH) shal] be revealed, and all flesh shall see it
together, (Isa. 40:5)

A}rise, shine; for your light hag come, and
f1Sen upon yqy, | | - the Lorq [YHWH] wil]
.. Thep shall y

the glory of the Lord [kabod YHWH) hfls
arise upon you, and his glory [kabéd] will
Ou see and be radiant. (Isa. 60:1, 2b:; 5a)

be seen upon yoy

10. See B hé’ w14 ,

Abdu’l-Baaéda:d“d}l:(’)gThI;( i;lfldden Warfls 48. Cf. Shoghj Effendi, Dispensation 26-27. Both
Effendi, dateq 27 4 SU1933 [ynb Y interpreteq this

Owever

Hidden Word (see the letter of Slzjoghl
Pilation]), The word bahd in a general sense does,

. ¥ glory “Jahci’q(hfdelr(llden W()f~(l.v, HO SON OF MAN! . . . ’Ighou art My glor')j
line of the Higq, Words is ref] ‘e ot .', (Hidden Words #14, cf. Hidden Words #23). Tllls
foan beings e T in Arabi Baydn 5.4 Where the Bib, apparently addressing
My bang [baha’i, “my glory”; (cf. Muhammad
LIS also wop, noting that the Hidden Words are
it “He [God] s (he Splendid, the All-
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of God
Quintessence of the Greatest Name of .
; be made manifes
Isaiah predicted that in eschatological t(1jm'es ,G]O(?ll::)citggauty”). “In that day
y . i’ (“glory”/"beauty”) and jamal (als L g n of
Edcked ol 1;0:“9!5 (g)’l:; V}llflg Sabaoyr = Arab. rabb aldu'méd) ?thob;:;tryoz\;kb-
shall the LOI.d [O,I.HO;-;,W' = Arab. iklil jamadl), a'nd for i.dmezgle ” (Isa. 28:5). It
glor)'/ (’Hﬁz’.""(;f_ Ar;b 7 bl J,unfaihe 1§51due ?frelfserps to a theophany of
IZepirat ti AN : : of this tex d
is i ing that an Arabic version . as one adorne
B m’t’er‘eS/tmD . tq(r)lne time wore a #dj or dervish heflddlrej;)]t S
Bahi'n llal; (/W,h,o(‘?l crown of beauty”). It will not I:;]e 1:6 ;qic eatah: Tt
with a 1dj bahd’ (“a ianically in the Arama S
: i is understood messia rlicssts ghesll e M
respect thgt this te,c\Xt 1osimed One (or Messiah) of the Lo‘rccii otof ks, Bl « 5
dAtdthat tlfm'e [hf:nd nfor a crown of glory unto the residue
ladem of joy a g o
(Stenning, Isaiah Targum 86—87)' . shall see the king in his beauty
Isaiah 33:17 contain the line “Thine e/y es lik bi-bahd’ihi; 33:17a). These
: ‘ _ . al-malik bi- Fibs < -
o\ ok be-va Yo = Arab. a ianic King. Hence, t
- (Hebb. melf:c:\ersfdodf;o refer to an expected lmess(;?lltlhe Shgkinah of the
- U <4 olor .
words ha.ve fig];ring of the Isaiah Targum. The :eC;}’ " (Stenming, Isaiah
exposntQ}y ri, o in his beauty shall thine t?yes.‘ t a R
;verlasu?gs 9). The promised Jewish messiah *) in the (El Smith) Cornelius
argum —7). hd’ (= “beauty”) 1 1’u’llah and
; ing—note the use of bahd ’, ited by Bahd’u
l\)/eaut]l)ful kKI;::;db?co S—ans‘lation (1860s)—a version cited by
an Dyc ¢ $ _ )
‘Abdu’l-Bahd. “the Wolf (c. 1891 C.E.),
beloveq ok Abdu. \ B ah?k the Epistle to the Son of rl/(ze f thg prophet Isaiah
o s las majo;fw'otes’a few verses from the boo hi?n contain the word
Baha’u’l14h ll}mse tcin Arabic translations C}ted by © enish 1D . 15
(146). They, in czr aith reference to his mamfe:?;glh-“-it that people “shall
bahd’—understood w i+ «qzimatihi)” and 35:2b has bahd’
@ . iesty (bahd’ ‘azimati f our God (ba
e glOl’}; o Hl:tr;:ajis(:?d((SZ(U(l al-rabb) and the splendor o
see the glory of the e ”)
cabod (“glory
ildhing).” in significant references to the .l‘a oat's S
i ts contain signi ing thirty-six times
Many other biblical tex f the Lord™)—the latter occunEmz:k.el described the
A “ 400114 eki
or kabod YHWH ( G[E(:;}rleps alluding to Baha u.”‘lh‘,llj) Ezekiel chapters 1,
o Hebr‘ew B’l‘b'le.h form of a man (Ezek. 1:26; 5168;4; one-time Reader in
“Glory of God” in t.el 7). Israel Abrahams (18587 _it~ in the second of his
10, 43:1ff. Cf. Danl‘?‘ Literature at Cambridge Um.vleréc’_y "nd delivered in the
Rabbinic and Talmudltl -y of God (entitled “MESSMQ1 o observations, wrote,
three lectures on thie G -011{,)24) among other lmerestmT didly manifest with
S In the.Sprlng o divin.e Glory will be made <[l> gg e, it is also a solid
The expectation that [hs of God is not only a natural hope. i & paramount
the comi.ng of the Kl.ﬂg?g'rﬁ_, (42). That kabod ( -glmgible pristAntedl AvnF
foundauo'n fOl"‘OP“_";"— ”) importance in the Heblel“é,61—l974). and one-time
MR ebogical | latltEISS;lyArchbi%hop of Canterbur}l/]( 1) to write:
S = ’ ) ; I ‘
?/I" Rax;lseyf( 132,6- of divinity at Cambridge and Durha
regius) profes:
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er by His
5d of od, whether

Israel will have the vision of the kabéd of .hero? a new heaven and a
srae > 7 ine-of &

- - one da‘i,h man upon the stage of history or by the coming Mo fader b 1. OL
o e v : h‘d in the light of the divine radu.mC& ; ‘l. Kingdom and of the
Testamony ot C;d believe Thal there was a coming of the S

Testament wou

Mess o he o Ramsey, The
on of the glor amsey,
ifestati ft Dl Yiis o
iani i id n t include a manifestation
SS1anic age which did no
(;101‘)’ ]8, 3 7)

5 and are, a
hanic secrets of the divine G]or)f (kabéd) have t:}f;ml;1ysteries of
g P an1 importance in Jewish mysticism. So too o 6,823 times in
matter of centra 1mp‘£f ur-lettered word”), which occurs some - ;g]ilel'ated
the tetragrammeton ( _o YHWE tramr “Lord”: also looeely “‘:j ;)f crated
tl;{e :ebhri"t"]]:}ig\l;]f)* It is the, personal name of the blbl[icz:-ld(v}v(;lo " P
Baﬁé’\:/l?ll;ih claimed to be 4 manifestation of the Gofl,i;:]lse ;’f ey PreSCH.Cﬂ
(see Lambden, Sinaitic Mysteries 154 f.), the very ra in the light of Jewish
and divine “Glory » Kabbalistically speaking O;HWH (the ¥ and the H)
mysticism, the first two letters of the divine name” (the B and the H). Quite
correspond to the first two letters of the word BahaH fposed oF Tis ot fwo
frequent in the Hebrew Bible is 5 short form of YHWH co t.gn Hallelujah (Heb.
consonants y apq H, read Ydh, The well-known excl.a‘mftl)tl) sl Tenmes o Hhe
Hallelﬁyah) Meaning “Prajge( be Ydih [God]” uses this a I

. i’ this two-letter
divine designation, The two-letter abbreviated form of Bahd' and
form of (he Hebrew name of God coincide.

first of thej, two letters (Y and B) were consi
al-awwaliyya) from whicp certain dimensjon

. ics. the
According to various mystics, tm
dered the “Primal Point ((lzll—nuc]_

s of existence sprang forth.

Bahg’ in the New Testament

The Arabjc word bahg’
Testamen;. Its theologica
Which often translateg th
The Arabic word bahg

; - New
obviously does oy occur directly in thedg:je‘!jglory"
I'equivalen; i the Greek word doxq = e “glory™).12
¢ Hebreyw kabéd (in one sense also, radiant g o
is, however, found g4t certain points in Arabic vers

1. A Centrally importap
altributeq ¢, h

“ adiance™)

t Jewish Mystical work i the Sepher Ha-Zohar (“Book gfrli sehla

Cntury Rapp; Simeonp bar Yohaj (but which many mo : iietaanile

on [124()~I3()5 .C‘li.]) It was not unkn()Wl‘] i sapermal
ISt a number of references to the hlddedn‘.n. srdicle

s relateq ¢ God’ (“Wisdom™) (see Lambden,
> in the Baha'i gy,
12, Th bi

ic o
glory,” is a word whlelh :1[;
A vord b
rabic Versions of the New TCSl.dmcme'diC[ the
ri “o] s AU’ llgh quotes hgyg eW Testament verses which pr
Tist ip glory» (([o,\-u) (see M. .
e 16:2 : Mark 13:26, m

; ark 8:38,
26, Mathey, 24:30, Luke 21:27; cf. Mark

. ere (G eek) doxq (“glory»

s F an i es i

(majq) allude ¢4 is bej & iy g0

ic Bibles) majd.
Y7)is often translated (in Arabic Blblcﬁ?alory"
Bahz’l’u‘ll‘h" : 5 is coming with e o
AN’ tableg to his coming
_ s ng the Clurn of rist ¢
details, see Lambden, “In the

” (For some
] ¢ glory (majd/do.xg) of the Fulher.' (For sc
Ory of the Father » forlhcoming in Bahg ¢ Studies Bulletin. )
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Q ressence ’ I reateslt Na Of

le occurs in
i iti good examp
d in other Arabic writings. A g
n yriti
w Testament a abie wrt
;f [hehlt\i]gn 21:23 where John of Patmos p
evela 21:2

i he
Almighty and t
is Lord God the y
in the city, for its temple is [hj e unonh fotbns o o G
And T saw no temple in the ced.of L 1obs -
d the city has no n o e

fan;b; :‘2 'lldh] is its light, and its lamp i
= Bah s g

: 'se in Arabic
i'u’lldh cites this verse in Ara

) 4’1, Bahd’u’lldh ci 31 f the William
ish Bahd'i, edition o .

In one of his tablets ‘°d‘“iff¥w London 1671 (185(5?ade or 50 ago, I nothSd
exactly as it was pr]-nt-er/ze Eastern C/ul’:C/IES. A bably pre-9th century CEq)c
Watts Arabic Bible for Ider (early medieval, proions of an 01‘igi“ally Sy.m
some millennial, or even % Bk Sy Ao 1‘CAC€“/S Gazzé, original Syriac elrgﬂ
Christian uses of %he oy e of Treasures (Me arat Iallle;y, in the “Book of the
work, The Book of the C}'3(l‘ old, Die Schatzohle), n count of the story of Ad/al,n’

. ezold, : C o i
4th century C.E.?; S?F IL3 This work mcludes, an rae'fa” “mighty glely (bah]c(f'
Rolls” (Kitdb al-majall). ade to the First Man’s I?‘Wondrous glory”™ (alglbafirst

~ 1 N S ”
and Eve. Reference N )nSclmf:(')'h[e 2:14]), htl;e “Book of the RO!I‘Sﬂ (t}ifl:)sml.
al-*azim [Bezold, ch, ha 6). According to /splendor™ (bahd’) ( '
al-"ajib, Gibson, APOI"’-Yd in glory or “beauty/sp .
- h clothe 2] d Father wi

couple were b,Ot iated the word Fa fist ““in
Apocrypha 7).14 1 that Bahd’u’lldh assocldt:ak of the Return of Chllt; the
1t has been noted ths rses of the Gospels Sp.gg Cf. Luke 9:26?' B(;qbic
greatest name. Several * (Matt. 16:27, Mark rer. Ficbrow Bible e
the glory of his Fst:;e]\-a) and Father (Greek I;i.leat‘est name Bahd’. Inrz):nd s
words glory (Greek do: alluding to the g —as opposed o arot f
A regarded as ¢ - 200 times—a versions o

Bible Ab) could be regal . urs over 2 is found in the two o
Testament, the word Fase 'thoeciiebrew Bible. It‘;lsl\t/;);trtl 6:9-13). Th]s-plazl:r:

' ~ » e I S o
times (as *Ab) for C,}m]in -'iner (see Luke 1 1':; wed be thy name. Thy kltnzould
the so-called Lord’s e t in Heaven, H,al O; arily the Godhead' bu” re-
begins: “Our Father Whl(f,h .al[r rred to here 1s p”ml as ever existed (in his pth},
come. . . The “Father flre :; Bahd’u’lldh .Whof ](‘;od. The “hallowed be
also be understOO'd t(l)q 'e";:ewenv of the Will o
existent Reality) in the “hez

e of Treasures
¢ of the Cave of il
; of the Book of *(Kitdb al-majdll,
ensions of the B " (Kitdb al-ma
C.E. Arabic rcun.sllol “Book of the Roll.; A(dim” tradition).
3 ber of the post-sixth Ccmullyv)'- most notably, Il]:) the “Testament Mngaret 5, Gibon
3. A number ¢ ) shle. vol. 2); : elated 1o ished by Marge inai) in
je Schatzéhle, F Peter” and rels e published by int Sinai
eXist (see old, Die Sche e of Peter” and it were p ibrary on Mou
IU\ISI (Ntt‘t B(CJZE() as the "Apocillypﬁ";zbic recension of ;[< 1 a monastery library )
alerrecrre as . of 2 ra : scerved in 4 ooy “Fiset A
The first fifty or more pages o an manuscript preserve Fihe symboli) “Firs Man'
G J . i ry C.E. Arabica. i “alory™ 0 4 it is predicte
‘om ; ated ninth centu ‘rypha Ara -adiant ““glory ity will, it is p . ‘
(from an U'-]dtl/['bdg',',milif'” (8). as Apoc ,'\‘I‘l'xs‘l days"” the radiar new bumanity \\~‘IILTlli\‘ snbliesly
‘h]C SCJ”C‘\‘ Sh”:l 11;iii("’“ have it thiat in [hlt( 1t “Gen. 3:21). Thl: \ps “Bahd'i status ’-Kiiliom'rcckun that
+. Jewish trac 2 clL. -y (perhaps “religious tre v
4 -L.\.W\ le” would be ,Lg‘nnetx srdial “glory (PL hor e y‘ellg"’ﬁl”‘ -adise—for Bahd'is,
or “Firgt Couple “clothed” in the pnn_)( f the “Fall.” A ve .."'mic ave of p‘l.“ o
poneTous texts, be “clo le™ lost at the time O { in the new, messid .Tme Fig Leaves.
el N ST ouple > neced
SPeaking, the “First Cc

n c T len,
s sxperie . Cf. Lambd
T be exper 1’1 Faith.
SE ;o il again be exp . Bahd’{ F:
Primordiy) C()l]dlll(’;l‘\‘:\‘vcn fmd earth” of the Bahi
the ¢mergent “new he: ¢
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name” verse might be understood to be an allusion to the “glory” of the greatest
name Bahd’, to One whose kingdom has been long awaited by Christians
expecting the Return of Christ in the glory of the “Father.” )

Numerous Christians have written volumes upon the subject of the mult.l-
faceted biblical concept of the “Glory™ / the “Glory of God.” Christ’s Return “in
the glory of the Father” has been meditated upon, prayed for, and variously
interpreted for many centuries. Some have focused upon the mystery of the
biblical “glory” (kabod/doxa) or related expressions of the divine splendor. A
somewhat eccentric Protestant Christian example of this is the Rev. H. A.
Edwards’s pamphlet, The Glory of the Lord, An Investigation into l{lf
Significance of the Shekinah [= “Glorious Dwelling”] Presence, the Reasons for
its Withdrawal and the Prophecies Concerning its Future Return. More recent
gnd much more important volumes have been written which contain valuable
information about the glorious divine Presence in history and eschatology,
a. Details cannot be gone into here. It must suffice
rom the entry DOXA (“Glory™) in Rahner and
cise Theological Dictionary:

to quote a few sentences f
Vorgrimler'g (Catholic) Con

I]n Principle, man has already acquired a share in God’s eschatological [end [im,e]
Et(;{mbthrough the self-communication of God to man which has occurred in Ch”f‘
eSSf‘z’m.esltlowarll.;)f the Spirit) but, under ths soteriological aspect, that doxa is still
lally a hiddep thing, to be revealed onl i 18 B et
, ¥ when the sufferings of this age are
(Rom, 18:18). (Concise 136) ) ]
Wort Ing at this point ; i
ixth ngf‘?(;tm’g at t}‘ns point is an Interesting Islamic tradition related by the
S Eamf,. Ta'far al-Sddiq (4. 765 ) pe stated that the child Jesus.
+ e first letter, the Jeger g of the basmala to his bewildered
“The letter B signifieth Bahd’u’llgh.” This tradition is
rees, as it ig by ‘Abdu’l-Bah4’ in his own
¢ Makdtib “Abdu’l-Baha’ 1.46).15
The i’
Word Bahg’ iy Islam16

he linguistic p;
Ic hlstory se ©
i . > SCMantic e )
ahd’ ip Arabic apg ersian Islfai:(iic’ Elmd multifarious occurrences of the word

iteratures have yet to be systematically

IS. Shaykp
(Commeny

A0 his Tafsir sirar al-tawhid
e ’JllSlnu[a, “Th ) quotes from Imdm Ja‘far al-Sddiq the following
ang (ba’) is Bahd’u'l14h (“the Glory of
and the [letter] “m” (mim) is
isode™ 14, 25 . 26.

¢ religious uses of hahd’. Neither
, o, B ‘fégisFex’ed. .AS an example of a non-
My, e 8 n a ministralive divic " indicates “one of the hamlets of th

Y "Bahg'» 395 drawing 15100 of Tehran with a population of 194
PTTAWING upop 4 Persian Geographical Dictionary).

23
Quintessence of the Greatest Name of God

researched. It is a word that does not occur in”tlle Qur’dn anfi 15”“0; Ian;()’:f ;lel:
traditional ninety-nine “most beautifuL.l:jzgnes:’ '1(31;02?31() (:éav:(l)’;g 17((11 /zﬁil‘l.was’ -
an 7:179). It is thus considered “hidden. LDl K 4. .

Sltizn(ci)llvlz pZio)r to the advent of Bahd’u’lldh. Its explicit 1deqt1f1catflo:1v \;/;;l;nzlzi
greatest name of God (al-ism al-a‘zam), howe\{er, despite a fe bt
?raditions to this effect, was nor widely recognized. Ait}.‘ﬁ ’;e:criblets o
hundredth name of God. Bahd’ is often alludesi to in Bahd'u aths :nanifest
that secreted “Hidden Name,” which is, in this new age, now the

gr?lilltl?tv::g?cliebocfllzciio’dis found in a number of prOPh.etiC'hadfmit.radc‘el:.;?rsl
attributed to the prophet Muhammad. One such tradltl(l)n, 1r1]fliusegtfutlh;n010ry "
Persian Sufi circles, reads, “The red rose [al_—wc.u'({ (l/-;,“’[llf}’m traneliferation
God [min bahd'u'llah]” (trans. Ernst, Riizbihan -aqthe Mashrab al-arwdl
added).17 This tradition is cited and commen’ted upon 1n o ox-l—the Eiatic
(The Tavern of Souls), Sharh-i shathiyydt (Commen a1ystic and gnostic,
Utterances), and other writings of the outstanding ;\val-:a)é ol exzu;ple, he
Shaykh Ruizbihan Bagli Shirdzi (d. 1209 C.E). In the 0‘;‘— (bahd’)

;ckoFs the “red rose” a manifestation of God’s beauty-glory :

i ing inti s that person
5 s his loving intimate, he shows t !
ishes to adopt someone as . g int 7 ho pecsen
:}:\/h?ever S:{d"]‘;‘;:s: SO th;)l the person falls in love w)l‘th,e\,erythmc bea.u:,i:]heg e
P ) éhoiy 0'd ‘l‘sThe (redy;'g)qe is part of God’s glory [bahd’u llah]. W;oe¥E; Vi‘SiOI; o
ro “ ’ : ’ " o >4 Y : o
conlt)erip;z?:e God’s glory, let him behold the rose.” The gnostic sai
s glory,

. » 18
e f e nsion.
God’s glory occurs at the site of intimacy and expa

; wdt) i ompilation of

The Lifeblood of the Supplications (Muhaj abda’vdh % £ S0nW /0% &

prayers attributed to the Prophet Muhammad and the it is contained an Arabic

by Radi al-Din ibn Tawis (11931266 C.E.). Wlflhlnr;elio be entitled Du’d al-
prayer attributed to the Prophet Muhammad which ca

F st, Riizbihan
F i e recent work of C.W. Erqsl. Riizbiha
asciuating nd relevant details car be tou_nd » [ht r;::;l::)z Ernst notes that in his Qur’dn
B”‘/.li' ‘;t}c‘lg;l(t:l:’; ((lmd the Rhetoric of Sainthood in Pw‘l.s;(gluﬁ i, . 9ie.n). -
pentary | At g - (s 7 Symbolisin 4:19.
tizbihan relates adition from an early b belesty. Sufi Sy .
C("""""”“"."' b o lr‘d‘/ltilm\;::'flllll al-arwah 262, English trans. l\fluich:j\ﬁ _)(g B e
o Riizhiha 18 - 4 ; g arag 265. r Mystical
Sé& SleL Rlybl‘}ll:'n BBa’q ll]' C(r;;ttzlz’rlrrlil‘f’ (Sharh-i L’{“.”-’_I'\d‘!:i)(;npwrifes “It was Rizbihan Bagli
Dilemdn:;)nliuﬂ)rlnfr?l ll'i‘(lquLtl]ill1I]]Cl commenting on lhll§ Il]hll\/lluh'lmm‘\(l S lored Tha LTS 16 tzc
highiie o ~cordi hic! N4 d X ; by poets
ighli fc B he rose—loved by p
Wwho hig he prophetic tradition ac ording s o i s 3 :
fite n}]“qc']hilt!eg:[;‘(g(’[']e(’[; Gpi)d.s glory ([Bahd’] B 26;11)(31]!3; his vision of God is a vision (l’t :{ll(\)/?r(lj;
! » :  religious expe " rose. Since this flower reveals
—_the sanction of religious e i o this V :
E:]fmughoml lht:J'W_Orld thgr:clznfulvem as a marvellous red rose. Si O ] TorSHicr
roses, the divine pres g as a shiil.
beauty and glory m()E{ perfectly, the nighting

b( ] ale, Sylnb()l OfA(llC I()l'lzrnl'cl* ! tish poetry take on,
= eriess ( ig ting: les in Persian d sh poetry 1K€
[1€8 €S ar ightingales Pe nd T rkish L take
) o love i ¢ I nlllﬂb(,ll& S 1oses d
e it—and the

. ivine rose” (Schimmel,
:  soul-bird and divine rose me
sical connotation of soul-bi ( S bihan see Ernst.
itti itti is metaphysical conn _ ations from Razbiha
/V\V/Il‘lu’qgl); ()Dr'un\wt.tmgl);,qg;lh [;or ‘fgr(yher details and key quotatic
Ystical Dimensions 299).
Riizbihan Baglr 66 f.
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9 ins ing line that
I'Cation of the Veils”).] It Contam.() the fO“OWlnD
',b(“Ille Suppl : L33 ) , :
ZSUSJgCiateS the Word bahd’ Wl[ll the Smal[lC theophdny

i ifest
-asmd’] through which Thou didst map;hl
I beseech Thee [GO('j][1by-,th]eb??;]:ih[:[;;:ake]r lal-kalim, I'\/Ioses‘] EP(,O}?[ t::iedil:;lhz
the glory of self [tzljah ay gunbeams of the light of the Veils [of echrandeur e
mf)l{nFaln [Sinai]. erf:;ci from the bahd’ [splendor] of thele—/v.11n43)2]
Izllzvllfzgf}]/] i:v\iraes ::::Ill]]th;lt the mountain was levelled. (Cf. Qur’an 7:

Bahé’u’lléh, it will be recal]

fi i 1 ivine
ed mystically identified himself with the di
Being who conversed with M

ot ive to
oses on the Sinai of inn‘er reallzallo(;l(l).rﬁ’e)lafg;’cthe
Bédbi-Bah4’{ scripture the use of the worq bfll.m ( Splezggi:)—this f Tight
divine Sinaitic theophany is prophetically mgmfmanl}fseéu““ o ol an.d
of a line in the Khutba al-Tutunjiyya (“Sermon of the . 179 and 24). In his
various verseg inThe biblical book of Exodus (see chapterzm,e O% Gl it The
writings, the B4 occasionally identified the'grclaatfj\s/tB; MS /0050 175-98)
divine Reality, which appeared to Moses on Sinai (L .

icle of this divine
Indeed, in hig Qayymmt’l—Asm(i, strih 77, he reckoned the vehic
theophany the “Light of Baha » (cf, below).

t
at the ereates
urthermore, hag i that Imam Husayn related that the g

hame was said 1o be contained

in the Prophet Muhammad’s Du’d al-J ZW%ZZ
in ) . "
g5 . d is addre:
al-kabir (“Greagey Supplication of Jawshan )- In this prayer, Go e e ras
Glory; see Qummmy, Mgl ff.')' ontained in
tImdm Ja‘fyr al-Sadiq held that the greatest name lfslgavid") i
wiid (“Supplication of the Mother o ¢ (“Glory™)"
€ read, “Unto Thee [God] be Bahd’ (

the be ginnin
(Qimmy, Mq
The tradig

g€ of which
dtih 199).

lammad al-Bdqir (677-732 c.k.), the

4 ida’
ST Imdmg, The eighth Shi‘i Imdm, Muhammad Ric

S,
19. This “Prayer of the Veijg» has beep transmiteq in varioug recensions b’y. Hmon% (Elll]nerof
Muhamma aqir Majlisi, the COmpiler of (he Shi‘j encyclopedia, Bihgy al-Anwdr ( Tl}C BC ‘wl“)‘
Lights») and Shayp i p ha'i (see w) WhoTr]c]udes itin his Kashhil (“The Begging ; "Oz'nyn
Some Myg); ' ubted iy Authenticity, Ty, fourth leader of the Shaykhis, H‘U'lvil" is
-“Ab N Kirmgp (1859_19 C.E) wrote » commentary on it in which its authenticity
1SCussed (see hig Shar -hujub 6 ff.). : Bib
2 ac \ S, se den, “Sinaitic Mysteries [ several of his writings, [hel :se
of the Splendor of the Sinuilic t eOph‘dny. Bah4’is understand cerlam of t K-_n
"ophetic ah&w g 7 ¢ Arabic text translateq above is that i
obably > See also the “OMmengg ¢ 224 1), 11-5)
Which begjys y Prair:s(i:r(: léy [hlf ydition, there ey ONe writing of (he Bdb (INBMC 20 iny
(tajallt. 2o Qud 0 ) shed_ € Tadiance (f His splendour and divulged His g 1‘
€ celestig) “Divine Cloug» (4;.- -amd’) through the splendour,

Uu

i i the greatest
it contained great
mitted this prayer, reckoned tgzl recited at dawn during
‘ ‘lS i 3 el
e of G o [.lml ara gam). (1153 B ;Ostino The word bahd’ or a
-ism al-a‘g . Y ' ' |
name of God (f’/ ’Y/ ), the Muslim month‘ of fa S \;jthin SEine o
Ramadén (Du'd Sahar ,t SR P
ivati e same root is
derivative of the sam

’ id [abhad’]
i ts most splendi
by Ty Bahd” [Splendaut ]/i'lx-i'ls I, verily, O my God,
O my God! I beSCSCh T[h;z/l(iy'] is truly fCSPle?ge;][i,[] HZZ..
: Splendour r[Baha |.
EOF d”lT'?l{ee lt))y the fullness of Thy Splendou
eseech

: baha’ and its
: in like manner, substitgtlngstl:;e\:i/%r}(,i it
o St hes i e Rt BT e Bt
derivatives with all the oﬂtf_lef {forth in the (Bb's) Klllm Kl.mb_i_AqdaS o
Bibi-Bahg'i calendar—fllSt. S?f'ed by Bahd’u’lldh in the tly or indirectly, lies
ol i dengminiiog 11e of names within it, dlre;d)'/_freCluently, f(_’r
Holy Book" c. L8731, Th,e scgizal scriptural uses of fbt(;le Five Grades™). It is
oo ndia fod o B'al’)bl- '-;’anj Sha‘n (“The BOokp?-oofs" c. 1848/9?) where
o Bfﬂ?’s Klml-'l’il-i—Sa;a (“The Seve; ophet Muhammad aﬂfi th?
sty e (Persian) DadZd as an allusion to the ;fn 33:32, namely, I,Al,l’
oot ive lines are - k” (ahl al-kisd’, see QU.n:: passage from the Babs
B e o haclos ; see 58-59). The foum.wlfted to the above—qqueh
+ Mimib, Hasan, and HLlsay'r'lla{ilzll' ones) is Cl,OSe.ly 1e) ‘and to the Babi m,esslla
writings (there are many Slnslitermion will mdlcat(;anifest” = Bahd'u’lldh):
Dawn Prayerl (av?l §f12‘c;1it::Whom i Sl ey
Man-Yuzhiruhu 11an

. 1 yughiruhu'lldh] is

i hom God shall make n?ar‘ltlfe;;%;]”ig far ~above evael:()j'

The glory [Bahd] of Him Whor glory, and His n‘uJ}fSr}:zmbodinlem of b‘eau,ty‘deur.

immeasurably above every ot e'[]cexCelleth SAEDY D leer manifestation of gran nt of

Other majesty. His GERALY [Ja"{(ezly exceedeth C"‘?ry:;]: and every other ex‘?oneis as

His grandeur [‘A;iinldft]h‘;]er;:)erzsthe radiance O_f i]l;rlcl; i;very olheg peg?ﬁ:;:r?[ -

Every light [Nir] patle kens of His . other display N His

short before the to ection, and every or to all other names. -

::irg(’:}z; fi”fZ[Che of i ConSumTiilr[[fl.p:if:cnames are S:'fizlrio(ifZ(;)ood—Pleasure. His pre
o Lo Hishabsoiz(tleenncecover any other express

g0ood-pleasure taketh pre

ihila
2 vawm al-mubdhi
R ‘d' yawm d ’ lisi's
ines of the Du’d" y¢ dqi Majlisi's
8-29. Cf. the parallel h?fé::; in Muh“mm‘i(;oT) l%mh Imam
) Grih 228-29. Cf. er Sources, i v reit). DO
22. Arabic text in Qummi, Maftil recorded, among Otl(]jttrlpon (cf. Afshdr. Bﬂilsl‘sion of this Dawn
o < 1s also r ente ANSMISS
N Mafiiri, 351 f This prayen i 4o e ftis pornme e o Wit the transii is related on the
i “WIIU wer and Zdd al-Ma-dd, where £.) are associate t name of God. h] tion of prayers
thar q -Anwdr an o 65 C.E.) @ i« the ereates < 4 compilatic A
44" and Imgom o i ﬂ]_S_adlq__(d" Zh’\t it contains Fl‘f 2 essentially a .LI(,)(QpUm: Manshurit al
rayer and of traditions to the C“CU/ '/; (“The L“mm‘“% Kaf ‘amf al--Amili te on 692 ‘wcan(;:m
é € 5 g -Misbdl s in al-Kal d inal no , " For
wshority of Imdm Ja*far in “/) }Zf"smykh Taqf all—Drlcnmcrc is a ”“‘rg'ﬂlllhe “Greatest N‘“ﬂ]iShf-f
. . y 490 C.E. S A c00 f. whe er contains ce ol a o
Written circy 95 AH./14 ) Cf. 692 f. Prayer cc " Influen
.E.). Ct. > Dawn Pray The Ir * Bibi—Bahd'i
Radi Zghig;. 1405 a.m./ 195485 (me effect that the D‘!\ see Lambden.4 Journal of Babi-Bc
al-S;idjq regis[ering a tradition to i B COIUI“C“,“”y‘e.. in Svoyey: A
a ful] translation of the Dawn Pfh;{ytliuion and Scriptur
: ibi—Baha’i Re &
AWn Prayer upon Bibi-B:

Studiey ( l'nrll]cmnillg ).
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altati e
eminent exaltation is far above the reach of every other symbol of cx:lll;illil:)lzi-i\:l;:e
splendour of His appearance far surpasseth that of any other appearan‘cvc.loft-incSS <
concealment is far more profound than any other con‘ccalnu':nt. Hls‘ e g 2y
immeasurably above every other loftiness. His gracious favour is unveq‘ua, ey s
other evidence of favour. His power transcendeth every Powcr. Hls sox ere ]D(ed r
invincible in the face of every other sovereignty. His celestial dominion is exa

5 ings. and His
above every other dominion. His knowledge pervadeth all created things

consummate power exte

-[Hines “the
ndeth over all beings. (Selections Sfrom the Writings of the
Bdb 156-57)

5 p 3 [ God’
There exists an Arabic prayer of Baha’u’lldh—headed “In the nal];ﬁffD'lwn
the All-Glorious (al-Abhd)”—which opens with reference to the Shi‘i Ds

ans of this Dawn
Prayer, the first line of which it subsequently quotes. By means of this D

: s of
Prayer, God had been supplicated, Bahd’u’lldh meditates, by the tongues
Messengers (

rusil), beseeched through the “tongues of those who are nlg.h unlio
God.” All, in fact, were commanded to recite it at dawntimes for it con[zllns, : Z
“Greatest Name” and i a protection against being veiled from that Nd[l]ﬂt
(Bahd’) which is the “ornament” of God’s “Self.” It is in this tablet [ a
Bahd'w’114h S€ems to refer to the Shi‘f dawn prayer as the “Tablet of Etsgmt)’
Uawh al-bagqy (see /\thér~i~Qalam—i-A’lé, Majmii’ih-yi Mundjit 45-46).%

In a Pergjap ablet to Mirz4 Abpgs of Astardbdd, sometimes referred to as the
Lawh ism.i., ‘zam (“Tablet of the Greatest Name”), Bah4’u’lldh quotes from
the beginning of the above-quoted Dawn Prayer and observes that the “people
of al-Furggy» (Muslims) haye o heeded the fact that the “greatest A W
said to pe contained wihip it, indeed, at its very beginning (refer Mé,l.dlh’
42223 ¢f 7:97). In his last major work, the Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (The Epistle
the Wolf ¢ 1891 c.k.), Bahd’u’l1zh refers to the Dawn Prayer. He

Taqi Najaf (d. 1914), should he enter the

and recite i a’1), to face the “Kaaba of God” (Bah4'u l.l_ah)

€ Opening |ipe of the Shi‘f Dawn Prayer (cited above). Were this to

mises, evep the “doors of the Kingdom” wou,l.d,

son of the Wolf.” This anti-Bahd’i
1ever became a Bah4'f.

aykhis, Hgii ne ' and anti-Bahg'{ wag the third head of the
AHJIBT cpy 1. 'aﬁ.l\g' lammad Karim Khdn Kirméni (d. 1288
"Rl Treatise in Commentai)' upon the Dawn Prayer

.H./l857 C.E k
Ereatest name 24 Karim Kn) he recorgs the tradition that it contained the
S CQuates g in its opening line with the

bl .
;i I arn gratefu] 10 Khagzep, Fanang,
A_-H}193lzs lreatise hag been prinleé
; ~33 c, See Kirmz’ml’, Finyi

azi - )
pl“ji]cref:mﬁtr):;nfmlggthls Prayer to my attention.
51367, no, 323, i A-H/1899_19()) C.E. and second in 1351

s _‘

%7
d i
Quintessence of the Greatest Name of Go

i “the bahd’ of

Synonym fJiusn (“beauty, excellence™) and goes on to eslf)lca;g]dtzi;amymA[[d/z),
God (bahd’ Alldh) signifies the first of the effnlgences o e emérgence o
higher than which there is nothing else.” It is ll:ceE?a:rslfées—by o
everything other than itself and is “the‘Essem?t’j 01 :Sr] B (Bd") of Bismi’lldh”
existence originated it is the station of the [first et.e of Bal*ildh, Karfrn
(see Commentary 19). Though antagonist'lc to tne pelsonlo(Yical ey, e s
Khan regarded the Bahd' of God as the prlmc?rdl.al cc?sqloanod theological import
Eare of the exegetical traditions and of their lmgu};s’tll)i’ - Bahzi’]'breligiOHS-
but remained heedless and antagonistic towards the faRaquzin is the following

Possibly based on and echoing the Pawn Prayer Omh - I‘Qnmadfm transmitted
Pontaneous supererogatory supplication for the 2 148 A /66970 C.5) cited
by Abf ‘Abd Alldh (Imdm Ja‘far al-Sddiq, d. Cll.cs Radl’}’. al-Din ibn Tawus (589
Majlisi’s Bihdr al-anwdr from al-Igbal of Sayyid Rad
AH/1193 C.E~664 A.H./1266 C.E.):

- ; ilion of
ich is inscribed in the Pavn :

O my God! I verily, ask Thee by Thy Nange :l‘f::lyc;];me which is inscribed in tne
glory [surddiq al-majd] and 1 beseech /Thee ,yril ask Thee by Thy Name which is
Pavilion of Splendour [surddiq al-bahd ]',I’, \c[ ‘)/(;"(Irzz(zt] and I beseech Thee .by Thy
inscribed in the pavilion of Grandeur [sumtfll}q{ ad;qn:‘e [surddiq al-jaldl]. 1 verily, asz

o ich is inseribed. in the pavilion of Ra 1] o surddiq al-"izzat] an
e DL lmcn?sf]hlils insclzibed in the pavilion of Ml.gh[ [‘}”ézz‘re/ts [surddiq al-
ITEC‘v3 b}th]}"]ly N:)m?l"hW HI:Jame vx;hich is inscribed in the I?2.1-\’l]llaneZuteous lal-husn], and
mf??'e‘lc h']ehc'syForeymost [al-sdbiq], Paramount Laks Iffl:]Anﬂels lal-mald’ikat al-
é la o e l‘[”] And by the Lord of the Efght Are [rdbcb al-‘arsh al-‘azdm].
ﬂp en,dlfj [(;[—le]( iné Lord of the Mighty Celestial Throne

lamaniyar| an -
(Cited in Majlisi, Bihdr 58:43) o this
- e spoken about 1n this
Six celestial pavilions surrounding the D{Vll]egal"efhgy are occasionally
S“PDlicatic;n relative to specific divine SOuLES.
. . an
Mentioned ip Bdbi-Baha'i scripture. 1 sources have been influenced bgew
. . 1’{ scriptural S i % : have bee
A variety of Babf and Bahd'i scrip hich is said to
€ . CAl{ (d. 656) w ifvva /
rabi s -7 Imam “Alf ( al-Tutunjiy;
ﬁ]\l]z‘lblc oration attllbll;ed tz Medina and is known as é_fjﬁzt!l)fls’imiﬁc., 84-85.
Clivered between Kufa an ¢ ». of. Lambden, d
latanjiyyq (loosely, “The Sermon of the .GUIf : ently cited or alluded to by the,
6.0) I't'w s very highly regarded and quite freque {"u’lldh. Towards the end of
first .IWO Sal:a kli/f lebaders abnd by the Bdb and Bu‘;‘} l sign of the miraculous‘
thig sernrmyreference is made to the l‘alte.r_f :;Zn ELlfﬁ in Iraq. the site Of
tramfom" ti ' f the pebbles [or gravel] of Naja ,( -;zar amny These ll'ezlsures..
the ‘sh ine lO'nlo i 'ill’) into precious jewels (ax lievers, will render other
whiéh rlcgmdot .]1]n“u‘1'1ner under the feet of the true ?ed sien is associated with
iy od wi Slet' ly valueless. This Uhpayalle_e [-[;[i, (..qplelldol-«) and
Us stones relative / R " the divine di )
the radiang confirmatory manifestation of the di

Yhd (“glory”) (see Bursf, Mashdrigq 169)-
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4 Th? v'vord bahd (as “brilliant radiance,” etc.) occurs in the context of
h::irelfltm;;'ro.ff-[he ‘\‘No.nders that th‘e prophet Muhammad beheld during his
SE “Iy[Milf’ng or "Night Journey” (as narrated by Ibn *Abbas d. circa 686
o Glory [ai— .g}ff}?d]hwas overtgken with awe [al-hayba] at what I had seen of
bahd'], the jGan;it © Perfe‘CUO.“ lal-kamadl], the Beauteous Splendor [al-
[haybm;‘,”‘ih] b e;l; .[fl[' (,“-7”"',(”‘]. and the sheer Gravitas of God
bahd is present'il;;; (a.- ST wa I-Mi’rdj 30?. It is also the case that the word
splendor emanatinin?m Qur én comr'nen’tarles in the description of the beauty-
beyond which thereoi om Of. covering” thf.: Sidratu’l-Muntahd (Lote-Tree
najm)—and visiOne(Sl 1;0 passing) referred Fo in Qur’dn sirih 53 (“The Star” al-
exegesis of the worg y Muhammad during his Night Journey. This in the
covered it” (Qur’sn r535'1 When the Lole.-Tree was covered with that which
for example, in his bk 0). Muhammad ibn Hasan al-Din Tisi (d. 1067 C.E.).
Tibyan fi Tafsgy fll-Qur’zin(t(\:?;ty_VOh.lr-ne &1"1’) Qur’dn commentary entitled a/-
e?(plains as follows: “The mea ej (f,lanﬁcatl?{l Regardlpg Qur’dn Commentm‘y")
sidra] was covered with [ ung [O,f Qur’dn 53:16] is that the Lote-Tree [al-

ight [al-niir] and Splendour [al-bahd], Beauty [al-

Husn] ang [uci .
] cid T .
end to its depictlio]npurl,f}; [l[’gr‘affl 1 which so delights the eyes that there is no
Various Sufi mysgi. dbayan 9:437),
. mystical i 1 .. .
radiance of bahd wit Witters utilize this Imagery and associate the brilliant

3 h
Arab (d. 1270 C.E. seethtfelh cavenly Lote-Tree. Shaykh Muhyi al-Din ibn al-
Ascent, g Work which tq g OW), for example, in his Kitdb al-Isrd (Book of the
the heavepg and meetip Om'e extent describes his own mystical mi’rdj through
M,uhammad’s arrival op ﬁ;dlalc)gl{e with the prophets) writes in describing
(Sf‘{"‘” al—am-vcir), “So | - FEleStml Mount Burdq at the Lote-Tree of Lights
" and Glory [4/.papg ,eif,l,qu"ed of him [Muhammad], “What is this Light [a/-
there i g Passing [Sidyar And he replied, ‘[Itis] the Lote-Tree beyon;which

A Persian Work emit’iat al-muntahd]”’ (Isrd 34 in Rasd’il ed Affifi)

i o éwlC’EaJ ndmah (“The Celestial Ascent™) is attributed
iS assogiafeq Muminggiopig (.I r), and Yahyd Suhraward (d. 1192 C.E.), the
Sociated with (e Perei $raqi) school. Within jt th . A bahd’
ISian fg - (which ! e Arabic word bahad
may also signify radiant “glory”). It is

pl‘()ph
€t Muhg
lammad in - s
fecoungeq that din g Previsionary state, “between waking

‘SUdde“]y Ga

» of g . : .
that my d uc.h beduty [bahd]’ of sy ‘hbr‘le] the ArChange[ descended in his
oceurs in gy oo oS Was Muminggeq » ; sacred glory [farr], of such majesty

angel()(y' he «
ice e s: g i
glcal ame association of hahd and farr

i Context j
> and e Xtin g )

Prophet. “0 Mystica] Commenty, subsequent [ipe towards the end of this

j Y Upon, the agcen (mi’rdj) of the Arabian

ver againgt nte
nst
ry [f; e valley, 1
Saw an ange] j itati i
N meditation, perfect in

il(‘,l, “the t [b(l/?(? » I hi
gre ] S an 1S st d h c
and I [‘n the Angels,, (]S g€l ‘]S Stated to ave been
;Sa < L)), See C()l"bln. A\’f{'(’l]ll(l 4]65 “
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At this point it may be noted that the word bahd’ has occurred hundreds of
times throughout the Islamic centuries as a component of Islamic honorific titles
applied to eminent Muslims. Hundreds of Muslims have been designated
"Bahd’ al-Din,” the “glory [splendor] of religion.”2> Bahd™ al-Din Walad of
Balkh (d. 1230 C.E.), meaning “the splendor/glory of religion from Balkh™ is the
designation, for example, of the father of Jaldl al-Din Rumi (1207-73 C.E.),
famed author of the “Persian Qur’dn—Bible,” the Mathnawi. The founder of the
Nﬂqmbandfyyih Sufi order was Bahd® al-Din Muhammad Nagshband (d. 1389
C.E.). Perhaps the most famous Bahd’ al-Din was the Safavid lheologian,
mystagogue, and man of letters, Bahd™ al-Din Muhammad ibn Husayn al-Amil{
(b. Baalbeck circa 1547, d. Isfihdn 1622 c.E.), author of around 100 works
including a well-known anthology entitled Kashkiil (“Begging-Bowl”). A one-
time Shaykh al-Isldm of Isfdhdn appointed by Shih “Abbis the Great, he
adopted the pen-name (fakhallus) Shaykh [-i-] Baha'i.20 There exists a Persian
mathnawi mystical poem attributed to him which celebrates and highlights thf
Mmystery of the “greatest name.” He, for example, has it that the “greatest name
IS the Name, by virtue of a sunburst of which Moses experienced the luminous
Sinaitic theophany. By reciting it, Jesus resurrected the dead. Indeed, it
enshrines the “(reasures of the Names™ (/\’HIII?:-I'-USI”!?')~37

The word bahd’. as well as derivatives from the same Arabic root, are al‘so
found in (he titles of certain Islamic books and treatises. There existed, for
example, a work about language called Kitdb al-Bahd’ (“The /B.OOk of ?Ple"dOI' 0‘
Beauty”) by the celebrated orammarian Abti Zakariyyd’ Yahyd ibn Ziyad [?I'AC{FJ
al-Daylamf), known as al-Farrd’ (d. 207/822; concerning this grammarian, see
Carter, ¢, ambridge History of Arabic Literature 123 ff.):<8
25 ; . .ons whose titles ames included the word
B B e e i K A Davl
Fu"f“ﬂuﬂ'ilw (d. IOI‘E C.‘Ii.). uLBn’lyij"'ki‘ng in Rayy” who invaded Fars where h§ s'ub.'s'ec)]ucmly‘ ?l: 1
[‘21 Bahg al-Din Zakarivyd. known as Bahd' al-Haqq, (“the glfn‘_\' of the Ulnn?‘uully Re"}”'bf
:Suhrzlwzu‘dl' saint (1 182/3-yl}2(;2 C.E.); [3] Bahd® al-Din Zuhayr, Abu‘l—Fu;_Jl_ EwL«lh»an-mkl]délrll_lz\:'u;]111—1;1'11
JllA/d' a Ct“lehrulcd Arab poet and official of §hc f'\)')"l’lljld.\’l( ll'l'&v()j]73\2«1;11121.\)4.\1][1;1;11m(adk usayel
UWaini, the father of the thirteenth-century C.E. historian: [5] Bahd' al-Dawlah, MUt

. s itle Bahd’
Urbaksh{ : < : * the Safavid era. He received the title Bal d
tbaksh (d. circa 1507 c.£.) an outstanding physician of the Saf id Bahd

5 of names including al-Din (including

al-Dawlah £ S s nchi
al gilwldh from the Shéh. On the origins and relationshif Din.” Acta Orientalia V | 1926) 63-67
I, see J. K < ] e T nans composés avec Din,Ac " . 5

- Kramers. “Les noms musult § I ahd’ al-Dawlih/ Bahd’ al-Din (3971.).

(112(;( ;X;{lluhlg to me). See also Dehkhoda. [J‘lg/_ltll j’.\”timih. l?l L b s of
the -h "Lcnl-dmg to Ishriaq Khavari. Shaykh-i-Bahd'i udopt.c_t 111 [“

- Thln}\ about the greatest name of God and the occurrence O it o

‘."}[013)1 Mubammad Biqir (see above) and the Du d-yi Umm Daw ml ( = ll[|‘7]i')nctd o
J(;:[\’u! )_\r—'in which the sixth Imdam Sddiq said the grclu[gsl n‘zn?l]cb‘z)\).l.s conta <

77“11»1./\'11 ‘i 1:469: cf. Noghabai. [)’i\'/l(!l‘li!-f-I\'HIH/)‘-l-/\.\'ll[fl]f{’ ¢ .[",,//,‘w,‘, -

S ,R,cicp Shaykh Bahd 1. Deir runmiz-i ism-i a'zam. in Jil\\’i.lhllll. ed, Kullly 95 ot al-Dlarra See

his work is Jisted in the massive Shi*f bibliography of Aghd BLAl/,uu:_..l S et (o our theme
fll—%arf'u 3:157. no. 550. Tt oy are ‘other works the titles of which are F" 11“’[‘:'[1}'.‘1“\(3“) e al.
mdu(““£~ ‘Ul" éx;im IAc~ .[I]I:L‘C ]\ti:rk‘\ entitled Risdla al-bahivva ("Thc L“m,"m%'f]‘ ul[ejm)u'\'\'u et
%“”ﬂ”' s, 58 |r; :SC\'L‘I':ll Shi*i writers composed books cnll(l:cld (‘»17/]{\;—{“\";:11]»]&‘5 o it
15 Lights™) (for some details see al-Dhari'a 3:420-21, nos. 1661-0=)-

N/II\V\(I ( IUIH]HUU\ ) are nuMerous.

1-name in light of the traditi
he word Bahd' in both the Du\\'nA
»f the Mother of
Ishriq Khdvari,

sorio
use (,“
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The word bahg’ is, furthermore, sometimes cont
theological, mystical, and other literatures.

(d. 826/1422-23). for example, in the course of discussing the impossibility of an
anthropopathic Essence of Divinity—God’s having such emotions as joy and‘
anguish—in his Irshedy ‘l-talibin il nahju’l-mustarshidin (“The Guidance of
Seekers unto the Path of Travellers”) writes that the “Necessarily Existent”

(wdjib al-wujiid = God) by virtue of being “the origin of every perfection and the
cause of all bahd’ [“glory”] and jamdl [“beauty™] has the perfection of
perfections and the papy’ al-ajmal [“most beauteous glory”].” Furthermore, “all
bahd’ [“glory, Jamdl [“beauty”], perfection [kamql] and rational good are
God’s, for He g the Beloved One and the One Adored .. . the Necessarily

Existent is He Who is in the acme of kamygy [“perfection”J,jama’/ [“beauty”] and
bahd’ [“glory”] .. » (235).

The “Great Shaykh
OPus, the lengthy pg
partially orally com
Sulaymém’yyih (1

ained in numerous Islamic
Al-Miqddd ibn ‘Abdu’ll4h al-Hilli

»” Muhyf al-Din ibn al-*Arabf (] 165-1240), in his magnum
eccan Revelations (Openings; al-Futithdt al-Makkivya)—
u’lldh during his two-year sojourn in
Effendi, God Passes By 122)—
d derivative of the same Arabic root.
the “Gnosis of Paradise,” there is
n inmates of Paradise. In the course
ch as are angelically clothed with, or
glory™), jamai (“beauty™), and nuir

mented upon by Bahg’
854-56; see Shoghi
€ word bahd’ or 4 relate
utiihdt chapter 05, on

nig €arance of God tq certai
of a divipe colloquy, mention ig made of gy
v‘v‘h.ose faceg” are radiant witp bahda’ («
(“light™),

In, for €Xample, F
reference to the app

-Shams wa’l-Bahd’ ( “TI.]e
Beauty [Splendor]”) whom he had met in

Mystical Dime,,
Spiritug] “love”
Carnality

Another sty ‘

: > UMing ang fo 21

N a mysticq) text is jyg L;se lr Bt;?l]ha > Prophetic, occurrence of the word bahd’
eaning”) of Muh ¢ >~ 1N the wep Shams ¢J.

Siong of Is]

am 431y,
for the divip

Such mysti
¢, feminip

cal respect and awe, such
¢ “beauty”

is far from any form of base

ki L al-Dip al-Bing S al-ma’dani (“The Sun of Mystic
urse of Commeny; 2 on “the namen119 (;j' 1225 C-E.) where it is written in the
a l[i! (“GIOI'y/Splend KIS
or’):
God Will cayga o 1 ...
o 1‘1 Cause 4 bn]llance lishrag a
rloug [al-abhd:l C Ardg an) ¢

radiate frop, H
With th

Untenanc, is splendid lal-bahiyy], all-

€ [al-wgjy i
4hl € hame of Byphy [bi-ism al-bahd']

;
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the meadow [or vicinity,
on the Universal Day [vawm al-mutlaq]. And He shall:;lmezcned i R
marj] of Akkd’ and unite all the peoples of the earth. Kh

Makhtim 1:365-66)29

; : ntitled Lordly
In a lengthy prayer (Saldt al-kubrd) contained in :jff J\;,l();:?zz_el 165 C.E.), the
Graces (F;vlld(if al-Rabbdni) ascribed to *Abd aly;/?iammad is called al-niir al-
founder of the Qadirf Sufi fraternity, the ?1'?phet du,f 148). The Shi‘f Sufi ‘Abd
bahiyy (“the glorious light”) (refer to Jildn, Fuyuda non to his important al-
al-Karfm al-Jflf (d. circa 832/1428) in the D a5 being clothed in both
Insdn al-kamil (“The Perfect Man™) l-efe}‘s 't;)) Gsoucli1 are avfew of the many
“glory and splendor” (al-majd wa’l-bahd 1:4).

sy 1c sources.
Occurrences of the word bahd’ in Islamic s0

The Word Bahd’ in Early Sl?aykh{sm » v of God u e
Treatises on the significance of the greates e O d al-Asd' (d. 18
word bahd’ are also found in the w1'iti11%sézii_iy; e o most important
b lyyid Kdzim-i-Rashtf (d. ol i Effendi, God Passes
Mug)li;il(}llaféﬁllsrs jf;the Babi_Bahd’{ Falth§ (see Shogl;lopheﬁca“y el 15
" 57) SiyyidgKE{Zim is reckoned by Bahé’l§ © has\l/ﬁopl)mxical sentence of his
i my‘slel'y of e aonl B i ‘Openmg IC(I)3"1q1' Acfandl’ al-Musili (d.
fccondite commentary on a poem of ‘/Al?dya ;“éommental‘y on the Ol
Ry o e Sharh al4EI 511'[‘”’1”-:’-‘5’ the opening words might be
ing in etter L” sely translated,
hyming in the Letter L ). Loosely
rendere(:

and the use of the

i of

je of existence with the mystery I
he ament of the emergent Poin
: ‘H" [al-hd’] through the
inshigdql. (See

0C
Praise be 1o God Who hath ornumente({ T:Leeb(:f it G
differentiation [sirr al-bayniinat] by vir ometh the letter ° ‘
[tirdz al-nugtat al-bdriz) from wbence col hbd’] or segregation [
letter «pA» “7.1"[-(I/lf/. without fi“l{lg UP;( 5:{) 1:41)
Sharh al-qasida, cited *Abdu’l-Bahd, Maké by Bahd u’lldh in a
. - example, by baha t FEF =
These opening words have been referred . 163»O9l)€3and gy *Abdu’l-Bahd 1n }l:lst
@blet 1o I\EI)ullzi “Alf Bajistin (see M‘i'idl-l,z Slln ff.). The Siyyid. in;O];:i:,n:e
kd'tib 1:53 11-): indicates the es
Com ' smala (see Ma ) evel ind1 .
cr ?}e‘;lal}f on the l?a:m the “Point”—which (.m one 'lan letter B)—1S related t0
f}'p 1c .dSthn. mentio 3 he dot of the Araan/Pefsll ~tion, indicate or spell
:)h tII]e pidden letter 5 (Cfl'gthi’fq these letters, in conjunctiom,
¢ letters / and A. For Bahd’fs, thes

hd’'.
the Proper noun and greatest name Ba

o ave
available to mL.: h};\/n
) i e
<vari. Rahiq-i Makhtin. ]3‘(3;116;‘(“ts "
2lIvl‘m.Sun of Gnosis™) which exi:
he

orks of al-Buni, 1s not
29. This Particular work, of the forty or mo're' 1“12;:,\-(‘(] i
anslzlled the text cited as being from this wn}r.ll\ .1111_;_’_”‘4’.{/. .
'S al-Binjg Kitdb shams al-ma’drif wa latd I"-‘nc\,
Varioyg recensions z;d has been printed several times
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Also worth noting here is the fact that Siyyid Kdzim, commenting on a
phrase containing the word “splendor™ (diyad’) in al-Khutba al-Tutunjivya (“The
Sermon of the Gulf), attributed to Imam "AlLL identified it with bahd’ (“radiant
glory”) and wrote, “jt is the light of lights, the very Light which illuminates the
lights.” This was alluded to in Jesus® words related by Imdm Ja‘far al-Sadiq,
“the B [bd’] of ‘In the Name of God the Merciful the Compassionate’
[Bismi’llGh al-Rahmdn al-Rahim] which is Bahd'u’llah™ (see above). This is the
baha’, Siyyid Kdzim adds, which is mentioned in the opening line of the Shi‘{
Dawn Prayer (cited above; refer to Siyyid Kdzim, Sharh al-khutba 20). At a
much later section of the Sharh al-gasida (unpaginated), Siyyid Kdzim.
commenting on the exalteq status of Misd al-Kdzim (d. 799. the seventh Imdm)
In connection with he divine “Light” mentioned in the Medinan quranic “Light
‘\‘/erse?” (24:35), explains that this “Light” is (on one level) synonymous with the

Raf{l’allce” (al-Diyd’y and the “Glory” (al-bahd). At one point he writes, “the
Bahg [“glory™] is al-Diyg’ [“Radiance™].” Ip reality it is the “Primordial Light”
val-a‘zam al-q ‘zam) through which
d whatsoever is therein.

tif in Select Non-Semitic (Asian) Religions

' bviously do not occur directly in the

on-Semitic Bahg’f . DL anlnfise, anq other sacred texLﬁ Of ‘the

i religions (Hinduism, Zoroastrianism,

ar meaning are, however, found in

Significang. , radian eop Buh;i’fs have found Apropheli.ca”)(
i aura 1s sometimes associated with portraits of

Hindy, Zoroastrian, and Buddhist texts. Details

: -l.the following few notes may be of interest.

s abhqti = « S1gnifies “to shine.” Related Sanskrit, Pali and other

. Shines 'dsS”: Ghhs »
etymOIOglcallyllinguisti ° towards™; appg = luster, splendor™), though

verbal roog B-H. Cal.ly Unrc.:]a[ed’ remind one of derivatives of the Arabic
eleventh ¢ apter of the ig/mCIUdmg baha’ anq abhd. Various stanzas of the
“Glory») ip ll:12\detai]7.agm)ad“Gl_m\sth as the use of hhah (= “Light,”
DY certain g, fs blgf lbe radiant glory» of the transfigured Krishna

T SeeN 10 be propheic (je. Munje, World 50-51.

here, th
A Sanskrit root By 1 s

words (j.e,

_ ahg
on Grq | 1:30y.30 :

30. R'C' Zachner in |
}hc PiCture of

arlandg and rq

ev‘cry [murk] S

his The Bllug

Tishng'g 1A rang] .
S Univercay « anslateg van
es celeggig 1orod! form his g p . VETSES eleven
> Celestial [ wore o his Uansﬁgur'

. and twelve, which are part of
’ |
pells Wonder fi > Hragrs ation (

. \SC€ chapter 11:91), ag follows.

fac ng every v, 1S anointing, [Behold this| God whose

3 1S, thep would | ight] heaven together shou[d-

Tll\’e(/yzl.k’u/)zl(l unhi:(, ) /\”“nSlilerali()n of J lh;“ P haps resemble the brilliance of

vadi pp s e Sanckrir p G o=

Yadi bhaj, Sadysy anskrit of verse wwelve, divi siarva-
16

Lsa syg =
Svad ’ )
Yad bhasas tasva mah -dtmanah.

;

——

. - ka
Asma: (Mid-1844) until his last major work Ha)
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The messianic figures Kalki, the tenth Avatdr of Yishnu expected byﬂioa[:,lg
Hindus, the Zoroastrian messiah figures Sadshyanf ] Ben.ffffac.toi some
Shah Bahram (Vahram = Verethraghna) are all pictured as }r]na;l;e;??‘c;adiant
kind of aura of glory, a supernatural splendor c'omparable to tl e t[: ;amates e
glory”) of Bahd'u'llgh. The Zoroastrian savior, for ex.ampKel, 1--ah/fal'7') or
Khvarenan (Avestan; Pahlavi = Khwarr; New. Persm'r; Tltl;]’e, radiant and
supernatural “splendor.” Indeed, the ancient Iranian motlh (()j ome direct and
luminous aureole of kings, prophets, and messml? figures 'anics “glory” in the
indirect influence upon themes of royal and”radlant meSf'IIZ:]eS [r;nslated nto
Abrahamic religions. Kivarenah (“splendor™) was So.mi);rsian as muir “light”
Greek as doxvq (“[radiant] glory,” see above) and Alablz—b hd. In his article
(niir), which are both possible senses of Fh.e wor l'ade.et al.), G. Gnoli
“Khvarenah” in the recent Encyclopedia of Religion (ed. Elia .
writes:

- id. . . . Itis an
The khvarenah is a luminous and radiant force, a fle.ry le.zdrz(?‘};fzﬁ;dha[ional “nd
attribute of Mithra, of royalty, of divine and herOlC’ lcnud olf the three Saoshyants
religious tradition, of Yima, the first king, of Zam[},}usndé aBahz’l’u‘llz’ih] who perform
[future messiahs; for Bah4'is, Muhammad, the Bdb “?n hat they possess. It has the
their tasks on earth thanks to the khwarr [*“splendor ]fttlu:: sou 1o spiritsal vision,
Power to illuminate the mind and to open the eye o q:eries of the otherworld.
€nabling those who possess it to penetrate Thef ?]Z)L(amp]e' Bailey, Zoroastrian
(Encyclopedia of Religion 8:297: for details, see, fo

Problems in the Ninth Century Books T1)

a Amitabha, the rulef
s “Boundless Light.’
anguages of the
] motifs that are

The name of the centrally important Mahayz’m.a Bugidf?e
of the Western paradise of Sukhavati, in Sapsknt S.l%e i s

hile then, the word bahd' has no linguistic Co.g::;tlleoloaica
1on-Semitjc (Asian) religions, there are a nt@bm e Sahd
“OMparable to the messianic splendor of the greatest nd

ibi i 31 .

The Worq Bahd’ in Bibi Scripture” I —
he worq bahd’ and such forms of it as its su,pel a T s o

in the Numerous tablets and writings of the Bab. fr;)arly B i [;
aqayg (-‘Commentary on the Stirih of the Cow, T Temple !
it is theologically

dom in 1850), that the BAb

3 EYY n o 1Q artyr
cligion,” wrigten shortly before his marty be little doubt

Signif: . : e can
Sgnificang ip a variety of contexts. There
Alacheq 4 special significance to it.

d { sian a [iLIe C

uhamn "ld Afnzin's USCfUl Fel.\lﬂll e IH

d ils, s / paper.

MBI ]rl For furlher (lL‘lill].\. see my Ape The
¢ 2

' Studies Bulletin.

e thie cubiect 1S

“~3]' Among (he recent treatments of this SL‘th'L'L(tlhe

ahd'yjj4h in the Writings of the First kPmnf o in Bah
ord Bang i the Writings of the Bdb,” forthcoming
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In the first major revelation of the B4b

occu ) , the Qayyiimu’'|- -
rs some fourteen times—bahiyya ( QuyimLAsma » the word bahd’

i 6&Iu . 99
as 1n other works of the Bb it is cosmolo mmﬁus ) occurs at least once. 2 Here
P gically, theologic . '
s gically, and, for Bah4’is

prophetically signifj .
gnificant. It indic
splendid celestial r ates, for examp]
) ealm. S Pl€, an exalted : radi
heights. Tt mav ind: On occasion, it characterizes th d and radiantly
ghts. It may indicate the theophani S the most elevated mystical

glorious . ¢ radian : .
g splendor which ce of the inner Sinaiti
1 "

emanates from or constitutes the “Fj ?,al;lc 3pheze, hat

Ire” of the “Burning

o

Bl.lSh .

It is in the twenti
entieth sirih of
bahd’ is found : of the Qayyiimu’]- -
. Mysticallv ; ! ul-Asmd that th i ]
Qayyiimu’|- Asmciyz() r;lf)é Interpreting the quranic forp gffilmt (JJCCUrIlence o
. ki IS to the e Joseph stor
messianic Imam) a ¢ “Remembr ”» ; p Y
S anc . .
) as one protected and concealed gt thee q(z(:llj lk/) b_ oy
: b al-bahd’ (“Pole of

Splendor”) sj
Situated above
-sind’; cf. Joseph’s being cast
t= .

into the pit by his b
B} rother: .
Qayyiimu’l-Asm 2 menii [Gen. 37:24; Qur 4y 12:10£.]). Two srihs |
’ -1)- surihs later, in

extends around on is made of th i
ihe e celest .
qutb nuqrar al-bahg’ (“Polela]i‘" Cﬁsmlc ator” which
OI the POint of B PEED)
ahd’).

QayYI/lmu’l-AS 1 9 i es d .
Sma 2 1S d i late .
surat (7/ /Illl'f\’)’ 1)

Here, in the co
b1Gs urse of addresgj
with the vojce of cosing the “pe
Gisd . p Ople of th s .
) claims 10 be 4 “Maiden” (cellel?Lritilz” tl)]ebBab s
“riyya) begotten by al-

Bahd’: <, 14
-+« lam the Maid of
of Heaven lal-huriyyq) begotten by the §
y the Spirit of Bahd

[waladtant al-pgp;
-baha’) .. »
tablets, i : - (Qayyimy|. ;
including the Sy, al-Baycli;f ?‘fgl’a.ia trans. Selections 54). In vari
trih of §94). arious

Bahd’ul14h
refers t P o
0 Qayyimy I-Asma 29 andthe Exposition,” circa 1867),

Maiden: «
- ... [By God! i
y God!] | claims to pe this heavenly

begotten b - am the Maj
y th ; aid
€ Spirit of Bah4 (al-Bahg - of Heaven lal-hiiriyyal, the Offspring
- ()

the Writings of
tings of Bahd’u’|j4 ; trans, .
Whlle in QanyZmZ ,111_6114(19284/1). Shoghi Effendi, Gleanings from
l db appears
o S to be add
W1t - ressed as “The
) Cave i}::rQe em%ts a complex rewrite of
e In the Beauty of }cllnym”"[‘A.wmi 54 in which
tender, crj ‘ r'dn 18:80tasdsplendor [baha’)” (khildl
timez—ri,nc};lms}cg}ﬂ-coloUred.” people of Bahs» W Cont.e:xF)_ In Qay_wimu 7
“Cri;nSon Eila 1 Seripture and usygqyy - - “arks of ruby,
tk™ is symbolic of they lnglcate IS hundreds of
ahg’{

he “Re
I membrance” ; a4 1 religi
e (dhikr) is deger ! religion, the vehicle

Asmd 57 the B4p

approximate, YEL no critica] o authorizeq
33. Se 1zed edj
it is 7 o CXample, the tion of the Qayy,
$ Written, “Bleggeq tenth leaf f Ml-Asmd, these
ssed g ) » these figures are

¢ people of Bahd
s The Epistle 10
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Tree (3n Mount Sinai sprung up from the Land of Splendour (bahd’).” In
SQI;II;‘;S”{“Z_A?’m 7§ r/eference is made to a mysterious “Watercourse of
identi ﬁ(; ( l al 7“" ) (’”f’]i:a al-b’a/.z(i) above Mount Smal”.ar.ld Qa_\'_\'zimu‘/-Asm(f 77
P S the “Light of Bahad’” as the velnclg of .the divine theophany on Sm.m
Pelfenced by Moses (see Lambden, “Sinaitic” 101). The Bdb claims in
?nac,l\’_\t’;inzzi’l—A.wn('i 79 to be both the “Indubitable Wordj” (al-kalimdt al—lmqqal])
“Fi e Calamitous Word“ (al-kalimdt al-qdri‘at) situated about the mystic
re 'mg-h unto “the pivot of the sphere of Bahd’.”
‘a/z\;zhl(l? ;n Q,a')‘)'l.imu 'I-Asmd 93 the Bdb claims tq be the “throne of Glor?/” (a{—
Ow;h'l -d)‘akl‘za ), in Qa._\'_\'zimu'/-Asmzi 100 he claims t9 /have platl'te’(’i with his
iy [?ln S ,Tx'ges bearing the semblances of beauty [hi’at al-balz.a ]. Not only
S the Bdb in Qayyumu'l-Asmd 107 claim to be the cherubic Being who
igpe§1~?d to Moses on the “Mount of Glory” (fir al-bahd’; cf. Lambden,
haitic™ 99) he, speaking with the voice of God in the following chapter
;Qagygfz’”ll -Asmd 108), bids the “Solace of Mine Eyes” (Qzu'ram/’.l-’:Ayn = the
Occm.l.mse” or theologically Bahd’u’114h?) proclaim “I ,am al—Baha'. The tn;al
Obger\:ence Of the word bahd’ in Qa’\’_\'limu'l-A.w.na 109 is relaaed to the
S Al ance of obligatory prayer before the setting of the sun in the “‘sphere of
Plendor (bahgy.”
Calg:g V.VOI‘d bahd’ designates not only the first mor
ar but also the ninth 19-year cycle or “Unity
“Year cycles being Bahiyy (= “Luminous,” & deriva

nth of the new Bé4bi-Bahd'{
' (Vdhid). the 17th of these
tive of bahd’) and the 18th

and abhd’ in the Bab’s

Abhg
d. (= : ”
Among the many significant uses of baha
allusions to the person of

ahd’is as

Writi]]o, )
gs—many of which are regarded by B : '
zmnouncemem’ from the Persian

B;ilzll”u lj‘"“h‘is. the following "prophetig : O & Onder OF
Bahg' y /Well is it with him, ... who fixeth his gaze up(? e o made
man‘fu l1dh, and rendereth thanks unto his Lord. For He w1l} z’t:ssure 01)1/' i
Go 11 est. God hath indeed irrevocably ordained it in the Baydn” (Shoght ! Him,
@ Passes By 25). In another passage We read, “The glory [Bahd'] 0 |
on’]’ God shall make manifest is immeasurably above Cyery .oth‘er /%/[((I)Irly
Y{:ff’ I” (Selections 156). Bahd u’lldh, as the Bdbi mesEIah flit.gmfebahﬁ'.
SUruhulldh is here allocated a superlative measure of glory.l/o .
Yzhllh.3 In Persian Baydn 3:14 it is stated, “All the B{zlm of tbfe 1?213(«’)12 2 God),
in ;uru{zu 'ldh,” at 3:15 the “Primal Will” (Reality of t}he %\‘/IamGels a O ot
eg‘((leh ‘Dispensation,” is said to have been Bahz’l’p’llah ( the’ . 01~y1aunht.
*149es Whose Bald- all else hath ever been. and will ever remain as naug

. Asmd 57 when
ference 1S made to Qayyumit l-/\gnulz\ _“']/Oll e
N . e him to “Seek
aff 914) advising it oeK L2
are hich God hath ordained 1n the

the S

n 3 ‘
Sahg 0, the Wolf (Lawh-i-ibn-i-Dhi'b). clea
I; Bulu’l'u'llz’xh

ldle iyl\slldlicsse'\ Shaykh Muhammad Tdqi Naj
uy}'l'lm_i_A ‘ Ofl Qrcut Ocean, and enter, then. lhc. e »
Predie th: ;‘.mu for the people of Bahd” (139. cf. 12 0). In b test o hi o
have bee, At %ere long will God sail His Ark upon thee. and ¥ Peo Gleanings 16
el (l'lme"A[i(”'ed in the Book of Names™ (Kitdb al-Asmd [=
eanings 169, f. Heggie. Concordance 48).

shor,
e 1w
of Crimson Ark W
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moment of the dawning of the “Sun of
ed divine Manifestation. He states lhd;
» the period from the beginning of the rise of the “Sun o

Bahd™ until its setting, is better than every period of night (see texts cited in
Ma’idih 7:32; Rahig 1:364) 3

Written a few months prior to the Bab’s mart
i n as the Kir(ib-i-Panj
Grades™) containg quite a few paragraphs that

revelations of the opening section of the Shi{
above). In Panj Sha‘n 88 t

manifest [Man-Yuzhirypy, llg

yrdom, the fairly lengthy Arablc
Sha‘n, (“The Book of the Five
may be viewed as creative re-
Dawn Prayer (Du’d sahar; see
he Bibi Messiah “Him whom God shall make

h]” is said to be God’s “servant, Word and Glory’

to have beep Specially dedicated to Mirzd

Husayn ‘Alf Nuri, Bahd’u’l14h,
In Panj Sha‘n 3.3: 16, t
For He is the glory o

he question is pPosed, “Do ye know Bah
Taherzadeh, Coven

f Him Whom Gog sh
ant 44), As ip the Qay
, claims identity wigp Ba

d'w’lldh or not?
all make manifest” (trans.

Yiim al-Asmd, the Béb, speaking with
ha’ w114, In this j

ntial oneness of the
ally with the voice of God (?)—
the heavens ang in the earth and

ffendi, Gog Passes By 28).
Arabic work engigje Kitdbu’l-Asma’ (“The Book

of Names,” 1849/50) again contajpg many oc

derivativeg of the sam

currences of the word bahd’ and
€ 100t. In thyy Section of thjg text com i

name of God al-Bashir (“the Heralg»
the Joseph of Bahd’ » wh;
Béibi messiah fj

4:1870ff.). Th

of good tidings™) in
arment being placed on the
d Testoring hj

: S vision: “But when the bearer
. sh M, and laid i [th
his [Jacob’s] face [wqip;

n . € gamis, “robe/garment”) on
: wajhihj), forthwitp he saw once agaip
verse lies behing the B4p’ b

.35 This quranic
Tewrite in the g+ ‘I-Asmd. The Bib

34. The phras
Stirih of the Co
35. Note
the words,

€ “Sun of Bahg
Wand Goldey, T
also the use of the e
“Here ig a youth (

cdn also be £,
Teatise” (g;
Xclamatiop
ghuldmy» (see

e und, for‘ ab’s “Comment
Sdla Mahablya). Cf Afnan, Bahgy, ldh 214
‘Good NeWs!™ (yg f

(yd l)n.s‘/n'(’) i 4n 10- : , )
Qdmyg 12:18, EY: A 12:19 tallGyed L

eXample, in the B ary on the

B

37
e of God
Quintessence of the Greatest Name of e
idi bash shirihi al-‘ali al-a o
T dent Herald of Glad-Tidings [mt
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the horizon of Bah4’ in the land of ‘or even nearer’ law ddnd, see Qur'an 53:9 |,
shining resplendent from the “Point of Bahd'™ (see Md’idih 7:97). A Persian
couplet by Tahirih containing the word Bahd’ is likewise cited (Md'idih 98). In
her Arabic and Persian writings, this learned female Letter of the Living
frequently used the words bahd’ or abhd. The Hand of the Cause of God, Abu’l-
Qdsim Faizi, translates the following passage from one of Tahirih’s “epistles™:

O my God! O my God! The veil mus

t be removed from the face of the Remnant of
the Lord. O my God! Protect Husayn t

he mystery of Muhammad and advance the day
of reunion with him. . . . Make the point of Bahd, O my God, to circulate. . . . (Qtd. in
Faizi, Explanation of the Symbolism of the Greates; Name 9)
Bahd’ in the Baha’{ F aith
The Greatest Name [Bahd’] should

mfort, protection, happiness.
atest Name and dependence upon

ality and to step forth freed, reborn,
hts of Guidance 267)

the husks of mort

anew creature. . . . (‘Abdu’l-Bahg’ cited Lig

For Bah4’{s, theologically
God is a sacred “word,” g ¢
the word Bahd’ stands at t
has stated that a the divi

Speaking, the word By as the greatest name of
mantra” of great Magnitude.38 Ag (he greatest name,
he centre of the Names of God. Indeez, Bahd’u’llah

' S, relative to bogp the seen and the unseen
N1t (see Md’idj 8:24). The use of the greatest name

of Bahg’g existence,

other related o theologically

u'lldh’s and ‘Abdu’l-

Abhd (He is the A
huwa'/-bahiyyu’l-abh(i (Shoghi Efy
Glories.” lit, “Ig ;. _ » “He is the Glory of

7 ). Certain litany-type
38. When the B

ahd’f Faitp w

: . as first gy ht i i

arcane, the sublime myster ; ot e St .

o Stery of he 2 o s A 000 dag was mg f the
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Merciful, the Compa Primarily 4 (o,

I M designag;
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bic = bismi £ the fmmuld.

o 3 ldh ql.p, himdg
P ered this formypy (o « Talimdn al-rahimy. In cornn o€
Holy (bismi 1), al-amng al-aqd, 410 “In the Name of God, the Mot r']l‘T'C“dm G Wtk the

as) (see Persjan Bayp 5. 10) Aniscendent, the Most-

“In the Name of God. the
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d s rms
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tablets contain refrains that include Bahd Quds (“Tablet of the

h-i-Malldhu'l- :
Of it. The opening Arabic half of the Lawl-i-Mal (ft-repeated refrain, fa-
Holy Mariner";. for example, includes [hei eOAll-Glorious"; see Bahd'i
Subhdnu’lldhu’l-abhd (“Glorified be my Lord, th ’ ;
Prayers 511 Maidin 4:3351), ord bahd’ in Bahd'f sacre
Thigre are thousands of occurrences of the “?;Sisbt(eIr;d here. Bahévq.llah
SCripture. Only a few selected examples Candb;é'b;,:Messiah, the new, ::True
most likely alludes to himself as the expecte ites in the Chdhar Védi (“Four
Joseph” or return of Imdm Husayn, when }le wte of musk from the garmenf
Valleys,” ¢, 1858), “Methinks I catch the e from the Joseph of Bah
Of [the letter] “H” (qumus al-hd’; Babis?) wz},“,nlf.ih?),ndfo In the Kitdl)—l-qul’(;
(Yisifu'l-Bang® — Man-Yuzhiruhu'lldh = Baha : hi‘mself as “the inln}ortal Bir
Written g few years later (Ci’l‘Ca 1862), he reterS. IO"] of Bahd (Ki’[ib'i_lqd” o £
of Heavep warbling upon the Sidrih [‘-Lote.-Tlee 1ade some interesting uses 1?
Worth noting here is that Shoghi Effendi also nf Bahd’u’lldh. In a lengthy
derivalives ofDB—H-A in celebrating the ,gloryRiOdvzirl 105 B.E. (1949 C"fEf.);eni
ersian letter written to the oriental Bahd'is at .Idiectival use of f(?ur ('1/1' veyu’l—
laudeq (he exalted person of Bahd’u’lldh -bf/’r?n"t; jamci[y‘l-l)fllli\')‘l’ [—b%”;‘lty”.
deri\mtives of B-H-A, referring to Bahd'u’llah as jd! All-Glorious Beauty -
atives -H-A, : Iliant, . ning
””lfabfihiyu 'l-abhd (“the Luminous, Radlquo?E]e Bib’s writings containing
refer o Tawgi*ar 310; cf. above on certal

derivatives of B-H-A). ;
Ttwag during the latter part of the Adlli};li?_lz
Circa 18¢7 C.E.) that the greeting /A/m/;kbar (“Go
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. eri f
‘1o the Adrianople P daughter ©
Sl?bseq‘]ently elsewhere. It was also during tlf]eKhzitL’m Jan, the eldest
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(= the All-Glorious; “My Most Glorious Name” |
alwdh-i-mubdraka hadrat-i-Bahg’
of Medicine”). The utterance of
physical and spiritual health. In one

bismi’l-Abhd’] see Majmii’a-yi-

w’lldh 223; Fananapazir and Lambden, “Tablet
the word bahd’ is ini

of his tablets, Bahd’u’ligh says, “Well is it with
the physician who cureth ailments in My hallowed and dearly cherished Name”
(From a tablet of Baha’wlldh, cited Universal House of Justice 1970). ‘Abdu’l-
Bahd’ taught “that the Most Great Name (= Bahd’/ Bahd’w’lldh] exerciseth
influence over both physical and ters is sure and certajn” (Baha’t

spiritual mat
Writings on Some Aspects of Health, Healing, Nutrition and Related Matters 2). In
another tablet, he writes:

O maid-servant of God! Contin
sick persons by turning untg the
obtaining healing ¢
love of God. (Tabl

ue in healing hearts and bodies

Supreme Kingdom and by se
hrough the Power of the Greategy Name and
e1s of ‘Abdu’l-Bahg 3:629)

and seek healing for
tting the heart upon
by the spirit of the

he recitation of the
€s each day (see Kitdb-i-Aqdqs 26, para. 18; 180 n. 33:
not “

. _ absolutely binding” [Lights of
» O certain Arabic Phrases containing it (or g derivatives),
came to be clear] ified j 1 seri

[ formula and
_ ; God is All-Glorious) as well
lamation yg Bahd'w'1-Appg (= O Glory of the All-Glorious,

f the greatesg name.4! Njp

€ repetitions

the [negative/“evil”
Great Name» shoul
Name” (whicp spel
finger] of the 1i

Munity from the sway of
: ,” the sign of the “Most

and the ring of the “Greatest
ers of ‘Abdy 'I-Bahdg 1:178).

- ahd@’{ ang ;
ng Ba fayer for the Dead
260). It is 100 sacreq o be useq O gravestoneg (Lz;eh(

GuardAlan’s Viewpoing fegarding the centralj
fame is expresgeq in the Words, “The

during Baha’y S recited six times
Prayers and Meditations
IS of Guidance 199). The

ty of the Symbol of

, ¢ greatest
Ieatest Name IS a distinctive

mark of the

- Itwas stipulated for
h 19-day month

4y (among other
" salute each other

k
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) ne of God
Quintessence of the Greatest Name of

. ’1-Bah4

_ ; e 267). ‘Abdu -
Cause and a symbol of our Faith” (Lights of G{”dag; the Bahd’f teachings,
indicates that the nameless, “indirect” Prel'se?tt:g‘on

s lm .
abstracteq from the greatest name Bahd’, is . -
ating the divine teaching
. “This blessed

without
nce in

cecihili ulg
As to his question about the permissibility Oi p;gglshcould W
Wwithout relating them to the Most Greal. Nﬂm[f these teachings are SPT?ad
Name hath an effect on the reality of things. I fail to exert an abiding influen it. It
identifying them with his holy Name, they wil his holy Name is like the Spmh'eir
the World'.: The teachings are like the body, and ;the world to be aroused from t
imparteth life (o (he body. It causeth the people 0

slumber » (Cited, The Gift of Teaching 13)

it is fitting to recollect 1n

ast, his
With the centenary year (1992) recently p hundred years ago,

. away one to
conclusiop that when Bah4’u’lldh passed qwad)i’ (sirru’lldh), sent a‘cablg n
eldest son, “Abdu’l-Bahg, the “Mystery of GO6 1909), which read, ‘Th; ;;ci
AW l-Hamid 11, the Sultan of Turkey (r. 1876 of the greatest name 5¢
of Bahci"has set.’” Toda)./, however, the “Sun

dor.
. thless splen

with a dea oture
Continyeg (g illumine all the horizons of the WOr,lad(Bahé’fs), sacred scriptur

. ahd’ ghout
S frequen repetition by the “people of Ba tual forces throu

: iri
alizes sp
S Us o0 believe, reverberates and actu

Univergeg Seen and unseen.
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